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BEDS VMCC NEWS 
KEEPING YOU INFORMED DURING LOCK-DOWN 

Not out of the woods yet… 
 

 
 

EDITORIAL 

Every television and radio news bulletin seems to drive home the message that there’s still a very long way to go before things get back to something 

approaching what we used to consider as normal. Unfortunately, that’s something we have to accept. More and more events are falling by the 

wayside – Kop Hill Climb and the MCC Edinburgh Trial being two of the latest. Within the Section we’re trying to do everything we can to keep the 

ball rolling: newsletter, virtual club nights, two-weekly midweek daytime runs and the navigation challenge; actual club nights still seem out of the 

question. With no end in sight I’m worried we will exhaust contributions to the newsletter so, after next week, I propose to drop it back to every other 

week. 

 

On the bright side, on my way to the start point for today’s [Thurs] midweek run, passing close to Shuttleworth, I was delighted to be entertained by 

their Spitfire, presumably practicing for Saturday’s airshow. The pilot was clearly having fun - flying around, looping the loop (and defying the 

ground). Hardly surprising tickets for the show sold out really quickly. Their café remains closed so no return to breakfast meets yet. 

 

Many thanks to this week’s contributors (our first 10-pager): Don, Gordon, Ivor, Neil, Nige, Norm, Robin and Will – Please keep the contributions 

coming.  

 

Bryan 
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Section news & local events 
MIDWEEK DAYTIME RUNS 

 
The next run will be on Thursday, 13th August. Contact details for the 

run leader will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 

We have established a “regular” clientele for the runs but please don’t 

think that it isn’t open to anyone who’d like to come along.  

 

WEEKEND RUNS?  

Is there appetite for holding some runs at weekends, specifically for 

those who can’t make it midweek? Please let me know. 

 

FLITWICK LOCKDOWN CAR & BIKE SHOW – 2ND AUGUST 

 
 

We’ve managed to amass seven bikes to put on display at the Flitwick 

Village Hall. We don’t need anymore bikes but why coma along and 

say hello and browse the cars and bikes displayed at various locations 

around the town centre.  

 

I’m planning to take my veteran Dayton Villiers - not many of you 

will have seen that one yet.  

 

BEDFORDSHIRE NAVIGATION EVENT 

I was delighted to receive the first complete set of answers today for 

the “Hall of Fame”. Hopefully many more of you are using it as an 

incentive to get the bike out and ride, alone or  in small groups. 

 

MAINTAINING THE SECTION ARCHIVE 

 
 

A reminder of Nige’s appeal for photos: 

 

Send in your photos! Don’t necessarily need to be runs. People have 

also been working hard in sheds and garages. Send in some pics of 

what you’ve been up to. It’s been a strange year, but I’d like to see if 

we can record it in the archive.  

 

You can send them directly to Nige at coote2050@btinternet.com  

Seven go forth 
NORMAN LORTON 

[OK, it should perhaps have been limited to six but we aren’t about to 

turn anyone away] 

 

 
 

We held the Fourth Bedfordshire Thursday Run on 30 July 2020. The 

weather was improving rapidly, and it promised to be a good day for 

motorcycling. The run was well organised by Bryan and seven of us in 

all met at a small lay-by, just out of Blunham on the Tempsford Road, 

and where twin bridges cross the River Ivel. Six of the past run faces 

were there: Bryan, Will, Gerald, Gerry, Eddie and Norm plus a new 

brave soul being Nigel, Gerald’s son. 

 

The morning route took us quickly across the border into 

mailto:coote2050@btinternet.com
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Cambridgeshire, but thankfully no passports were needed, although we 

all had in our pockets a face mask, or bandana that could be pulled up, 

or piece of oily rag from the toolbox, as we were all learning that you 

could be easily stuck trying to get petrol or food without a face 

covering. I wondered if a full-face helmet with the visor down would 

count? Will have to try it somewhere and see what happens. 

 

We headed north through Cambridgeshire and skirted Gamlingay, 

passing glorious fields of golden corn on both sides and as far as the 

eye could see. The sky was blue, the air a mild warm, the roads were 

deserted and my 500 Norton was thumping gloriously as I followed 

Will and Bryan. These runs are being conducted as follow-my-leader 

and without any route sheets. This makes organisation much easier, 

and because we are a small group of riders it is a simple job to stay 

together. The leader keeps a lookout for a tail-end-charlie in orange 

vest and will stop after a junction or roundabout, where we might have 

been split, to let all close up. The group has been very good at riding 

fairly closely and this has led to enjoyable outings. 

 

We passed through Abbotsley, Toseland and Great Paxton before a 

turn back over the ex-LNER railway and into Bedfordshire. A dash 

across the A1 at Buckden and we were soon passing the large 

embankment of Grafham Water Reservoir. Through Great Staughton 

and a short way down the A660 Kimbolton Road before turning off 

and weaving through smaller roads down to Colmworth and Wilden - 

another delightful section of route. Over the A428 main road, through 

Great Barford and turn towards Bedford and Willington. There, Bryan 

had found the Blossom Cafe at Willington Garden Centre (not Frosts, 

but a mile towards Bedford). It was a perfect stop, and even has a rear 

parking area that we decided is perfect for bikes and a back entrance to 

the cafe courtyard. They served a range of lunches, and all-day 

breakfasts, and the place was quiet. A super end to a thoroughly 

enjoyable ride on excellent roads. Over lunch Bryan and I chatted and 

noted that we seemed to have a limited number of us from the 

Bedfordshire VMCC who were able, or willing, to join in. That is not a 

problem, we will carry on enjoying the every-two-weeks outings, but 

if you feel you are missing out, and want to ride at 500cc single or 

twin speeds, then do ask about joining in. [smaller bikes welcome – 

Bryan - autocycles and cyclemotors might need a separate run] 

The page 3 girl 

 

Too many Triumphs? Who’s looking at the bike… 

Chuffing and Puffing:  

Breathing life into a Braithwaite   
ROBIN BRAITHWAITE 

My late father often said that I should ride my grandfather’s 

motorcycle but the opportunity never arose. Prior to the recovery of 

EC981 in 2019, my father was the last family member to ride it when 

he opened the Barbon hill Climb on 3rd August, 1968. Under the 

control of the Westmorland Motor Club (the very club of which my 

grandfather was a founding member in 1910) EC981 was displayed in 

a couple of museums, from 1970 to 2019. The Club was given 

standing permission to occasionally remove the machine from display 

and use it for special events – usually the Barbon Hill Climb. 

However, over the years Club interest waned, and my recent 

experience has demonstrated that museums can be places where living 

mechanical contrivances go to die. Whilst EC981 was kept clean and 

shiny on the outside, unbeknown to us, it was rusting and rotting on 

the inside. A corrosion seized engine and gearbox being the case in 

point. In direct contrast, the historic aircraft of the Shuttleworth 

Collection, for example, receive considerably better treatment; the 

raison de’etra is an excellent example for vintage vehicle owners to 

emulate – use it to preserve it.   

 

 
 

So, without any instruction or parental guidance, I found it necessary 

to apply some accumulated knowledge of vintage aircraft engines and 

learn the ways of operating this old motorcycle. Learning to preserve, 

run and ride the Braithwaite is fascinating and a most definitely a 

voyage of discovery.   

 

LUBRICATION IS EVERYTHING!    
To ensure that this interesting and historically important machine can 

continue to be enjoyed by my descendants, a regular drop of oil and 

dob of grease really goes a long way. I was wisely told that “grease 

and oil is cheap; repairs are expensive”. These words came from a 

Yorkshireman – nuff said!   

 

Both the inlet and exhaust valve rocker shafts have felt collars either 

side of their respective rockers (four collars in all). Acting as an oil 
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reservoir, these collars must be liberally soaked in oil. On the 

underside of the pushrod end of each rocker is a socket designed to 

receive the top of the pushrod. Each socket contains a single 1/8” steel 

ball bearing. The ball acts as the bearing surface between the rocker 

and a shallow dimple at the top of each respective pushrod. A spot of 

oil goes here too. There are various grease nipples; one on each fork 

leg, one on each wheel hub, one on the rear brake cable and a couple 

on the steering head bearings. Three or four pumps from a very neat 

and petite palm-sized Tecalemit grease gun (I believe every British 

motorcycle used to be supplied with one) is all that’s needed to keep 

things operating smoothly (hopefully) for the next 100 years!   

 

 
 

According to the Jardine gearbox manual, John Jardine implied that he 

wasn’t too particular about the type of oil to be used though, he did 

recommend their own lubricant which is “one of medium body such as 

we have had specially prepared, and sell in quart tins at 3/6 per tin”.  

(Source - Mk17 Patent Motorcycle Gear: John Jardine Limited 

(undated). Comparing the worth of money in 1915, by my reckoning, 

three shillings and sixpence equates to about £18 today. Motoring in 

those days was most definitely not a cheap pastime. However, beer 

was cheap and at 3d a pint (£1.29 in today’s money) one could soften 

the blow by consuming several quarts of beer before buying the quart 

of oil. I digress…. 

 

Latterly, it would appear that the previous operator(s), charged with 

caring for the machine, used castor oil. Not an unreasonable selection 

but, being hygroscopic and subject to biological decay, the lack of 

promised maintenance and general neglect resulted in some near 

terminal gear corrosion, as the oil decomposed and absorbed moisture. 

Damage to the gearbox ball-race bearings was beyond recovery. 

Following the gearbox rebuild, I use a modern bronze-compatible 

extreme pressure gear oil. As part of my tailored maintenance 

schedule, I expect to change it annually – grease and oil is cheap; 

repairs are expensive ……!     

 

The fuel tank has an integral oil tank which holds about a quart of 

castor oil. The lubricant finds its way to the engine crankcase via a 

Best & Lloyd semi-automatic pump, which is mounted on top of the 

oil tank. While I’m oiling, greasing and inspecting other areas on the 

motorcycle, the spring-loaded pump plunger, with the metering needle 

fully open, is depressed and allowed to discharge a full stroke of oil 

into the crankcase. Once the charge has been delivered (and I’m ready 

to start the engine) the plunger is depressed again but, this time, the 

drip-feed metering needle is adjusted to give one drop every three to 

five seconds. The pre-charge gives the engine plenty of lubricant to be 

going on with while the dripping oil (observed through the pump 

sight-glass) can take its time to find its way down the copper feed pipe. 

The rate of lubrication is adequate at any engine speed, but the drip 

rate needs monitoring since the oil viscosity (and flow rate) changes 

with temperature. With the engine running, the plunger needs to be 

fully depressed once every ten minutes or so. The pump is described as 

“semi-automatic”, meaning that you still need to do some of the work - 

you definitely need to remember to depress the plunger regularly! It 

sounds a bit hit and miss but my grandfather reckoned that, in fifty 

years of regular use, it never needed anything more complicated.   

 

 
 

Cylinder and bearing lubrication is total loss. There is no sump and the 

constant supply of engine lubricant is flung around the crankcase and 

is either burnt or leaks out of the engine via any protruding rotating or 

sliding components. Whether it was by accident or design, I think the 

lubrication system makes clever use of an engine completely devoid of 

seals. Here’s why: lubricant finding its way into the combustion 

chamber, under combustion pressure, appears to seep upwards to 

lubricate both valve stems. Excess lubricant in the combustion 

chamber is burnt, contributing enormously to en-route fish & chip 

sales. Importantly, lubricant also passes through the crankshaft ball 

races and, on the left, it finds its way out of the crankcase onto the 

primary chain sprocket and, on the right, it finds its way through the 

cam chest onto the magneto sprocket via the camshaft plain bronze 

bearing. Thus, both the primary and magneto chains also receive 

constant lubrication. At no time, even in the dustiest of conditions, 

have I ever felt a need to clean either of these chains as their oil supply 

is constant and dirt (and oil) is perpetually centrifuged into the chain 

guards. After every ride, the engine gets a wipe down and, whilst I 

would describe it as a little moist, it isn’t a dripping mess. Every now 

and then I might wipe the accumulated grunge out of the chain guards 

too. Brilliant!    

 

PREPARING TO START 
So, with these checks complete (and many others common to all 

motorcycles) it’s time to get the engine going. The first problem was 

deciding on the best starting technique; having rebuilt the seized and 

corroded gearbox, I decided that cold starting should not be done with 

the kick-starter. The engine has a 7½ : 1 compression ratio (unusually 

high for the age of the machine) and, even with a decompressor, I felt 

that kicking it over seemed to put a lot of strain on the kick-starter 

gear. The alternative is the good old decompressed push start where 

the applied load can build up gradually and then remain relatively 

constant. I adopted this technique once I discovered that the 

motorcycle wasn’t going to tear off into the distance with me 

desperately hanging onto the handlebars! With the machine in gear and 

the decompressor operated to hold open the exhaust valve, I found that 

second gear appeared to give the best “engine chuffing to my puffing” 
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ratio. As an aside, I can always see on my Fitbit when I started the 

engine as my heartrate has a massive spike!   

 

 
 

Before a cold start, the engine needs an overly rich supply of fuel. The 

1924(?) Brown & Barlow carburettor has a choke slide and the float 

chamber is also equipped with a tickling plunger. A Gypsy Major 

engine (as fitted in a de Havilland Tiger Moth) has a tickler but no 

choke because it isn’t needed: priming the cylinders with a flooded 

carburettor adequately supplies a super-rich mixture. So, I am 

intrigued as to why B & B (and others) deemed both to be necessary. I 

found that using the choke always got the engine going but, the 

moment it fired, even at full throttle, it was desperately gagging for air 

and barely able to keep running, regardless of the ambient air or 

engine temperatures. I also found that biological evolution hasn’t kept 

up with motorcycle development: there are so many controls to 

operate, two hands is not enough! The hand (and foot) shuffle required 

to keep everything upright, knock off the choke and keep a gagging 

engine going, whilst simultaneously trying to control a dragging clutch 

with the front brake, and get the gear lever into neutral, seemed to 

require a new breed of octo-person (I knew a girl like that once). The 

answer (in part) was to dispense with the choke and just tickle the 

float. It works with a Gypsy Major and it seems to get the Braithwaite 

going too. Having freed up one of the required hands, a successful and 

relatively incident-free start is assured, as long as too many things 

don’t happen at once! I suppose it all sounds a lot worse than it 

actually is and I’m told that, if nothing else, the “Braithwaite tango 

pair” is “reet entertainin”.   

 

Pushing the motorcycle in second gear, with the decompressor 

operated, produces some satisfying chuffing from the engine and 

considerable amount of puffing from me. Holding the twistgrip at 

about half throttle (I’d never dare to do this with the original thumb-

throttle) after a few yards and about five priming compressions, the 

decompressor is released. The engine will start to “pop” after another 

three or four compressions (even sooner if no one is watching) and it’s 

just a question of catching it on the throttle. And, suddenly its off and 

away - swift application of the front brake and clutch, with any 

remaining spare hands is a good idea to save being dragged along the 

road like the novice skier on a button lift.   

 

 
 

And that’s it! As if no drama has happened, the engine is now ticking 

over, and I’m huffing and puffing beside it. Who needs a gym?   

 

Next episode:  

Riding the Braithwaite: Four gears and three neutrals …...! 

 

An event you might be 

interested in… 
Submitted by Will, forwarded from his daughter. Please note that pre-

booking is advised as only limited places will be available on the day. 
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SMIDSY  

Reactions to last week’s article 

Last week’s article submitted by Kerry created a lot of interest. 

 

NEIL CAIRNS WRITES: 

The SMIDSY bit interested me as I'm often 'not seen' on my solo bikes 

and, like many, ride with the idea they will all pull out into my path. 

I've a bright LED side light in the headlamp and I often wear hi-viz but 

it seems to make no difference. It says in the article to 'be different' 

and thinking about it, I cannot remember the last time anyone pulled 

out in front of me when I'm riding (driving?) my AJS wicker-basket 

combination. It is very different as it has Royal British Legion flags 

fluttering from the sidecar and of course it is 'bigger' but much slower. 

 

WILL CURRY JOINS THE DEBATE 

To add to Kerry's item on 'SMIDSY'. . . 

 

I too feel strongly about 'SMIDSY' accidents. I had one early on in my 

motorcycling career which left we with a permanently damaged hand. 

The driver had set off without his glasses in the wet and after dark. I 

had dipped beam on and was in a 30 limit with streetlights. He jumped 

the traffic lights at a T junction and knocked me flying. Fortunately, 

the whole was witnessed by a police officer and the driver was 

convicted of driving without due care and attention. Three points and a 

fine. He was the first person the bench banned from driving for a year 

under the 'Totting-up' law. Best was he had driven to court. My hand 

still doesn't bend properly. 

 

I consider a hazard to be something which causes me to speed up, slow 

down or change direction. I also consider anything which gets closer 

than 2 seconds is too close and has thus become a hazard. I want as 

few hazards as possible to have to deal with so it makes sense to me to 

make myself conspicuous - If you can't be seen easily, you won't be 

avoided. So, make yourself conspicuous. 

 

There doesn't seem to be much official advice before the 1990s except 

the 'Dipped Headlight' campaign which was originally a US idea I 

think.  

 

First reference I can find in my - admittedly not complete – collection 

of Highway Codes occurs in 1992: 

 

 

 

Rule 30 - "To help you be seen wear something light-coloured or 

bright. Fluorescent material helps in daylight, as do dipped headlights 

on larger machines. Reflective material helps in the dark." 

 

By 1998 this has been expanded: 

 

 
 

Rule 69 - "Make yourself as visible as possible from the side as well as 

the front and rear. You could wear a white or brightly coloured helmet. 

Wear fluorescent clothing or strips. Dipped headlights, even in good 

daylight, may also make you more conspicuous." 

 

Rule 70 - "Wear reflective clothing or strips to improve your chances 

of being seen in the dark. These reflect light from the headlamps of 

other vehicles, making you visible from a long distance." 

 

In the current version rule 70 has become rule 87 and has changed 

only slightly. Rule 69 has become rule 86 and has two changes. One is 

minor: 'white' has become 'light' with regards to helmets, largely 

because white helmets were practically unavailable at the time. The 

other change is far more significant. This is the addition of the 

sentence 'However, be aware that other vehicle drivers may still not 

have seen you, or judged your distance or speed correctly, especially at 

junctions'. I'll go into why I think this happens further on. 
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Rule 86 Daylight riding  

"Make yourself as visible as possible from the side as well as the front 

and rear. You could wear a light or brightly coloured helmet and 

fluorescent clothing or strips. Dipped headlights, even in good 

daylight, may also make you more conspicuous. However, be aware 

that other vehicle drivers may still not have seen you, or judged your 

distance or speed correctly, especially at junctions." 

 

Rule 87 Riding in the dark 

"Wear reflective clothing or strips to improve your visibility in the 

dark. These reflect light from the headlamps of other vehicles, making 

you visible from a longer distance." 

 

Conspicuity is also an important part of the Compulsory Basic 

Training which all learner motorcyclists have to complete before they 

can go out on the road. With my Instructor's Hi-Vis on, the message 

we were expected to give on conspicuity as part of the CBT was as 

follows: 

 

Do: 

 

 - Use the correct road position to allow other drivers to see us: Blind 

spot, position at junctions, on the road. 

 

 - Wear fluorescent clothing at day and reflective at night. 

 

 - Use dipped headlights (Ignition on, lights on, Ride on) 

 

 - Wear a white helmet as recommended by the Highway Code 

 

 - Ride a clean motorcycle. People recognize things by their shape and 

dirty blurs the distinction - think camouflage and khaki 

 

and don't: 

 

 - Wear dull or dirty clothing 

 

 - Ride a dirty motorcycle 

 

 - Ride in another road user's blind areas 

 

 - Ride too close to the kerb or the centre of the road. 

 

REMEMBER - be SEEN, be SAFE" 

 

 
 

That's enough of the official advice and some of its history. I noticed a 

big increase in the number of drivers pulling out in front of me when I 

started riding my Yamaha Fazer. Prior to that I'd had an MZ Skorpion 

Traveller and I was using the Fazer for exactly the same activities as 

the MZ - instructing in the art of motorcycling and going down to the 

pub. 

 

Both were red but on the MZ I had control of the lights. I used dipped 

beam only at night. On the Fazer I had no choice - it was on all the 

time. Why should this make things worse. According to the official 

sources things should be better. It's that additional sentence in rule 86 

which gives the game away. Other road users know I'm there but not 

where I am and how fast I'm travelling. It's not easy to work out if it's 

safe to go if you don't know the position and speed of what's coming. 

Pyrric victory or what? 

 

A bit of thought and observation suggested why this happened. Firstly, 

you can't see much of what's behind the headlight. It's bright and it 

overpowers your eyes from seeing the detail which says moped or 

rocket-ship. Secondly, with the intensity of the light changing as the 

bike follows the ups and downs of the road surface accurately judging 

speed and distance is complicated. Finally. most road users are used to 

judging speed and distance by how fast the two headlights on a vehicle 

separate. Tricky when the vehicle has only one, either by design - 

motorcycles - or by lack of attention by the owner. Woe betide you if 

your bike has two headlights and does a 'Father Ted' to look like a car 

at over a mile away rather than a bike at 100 yards. 

 

This same problem of one light also happens at the back. How much 

detail can you see of a motorcycle at night with a reflective rear 

numberplate and a good rear light? 

 

The human eye is quite good at spotting things moving across its 

across field of vision - hence moving out towards the white line at a 

junction can make you more conspicuous as is mentioned in Kerry's 

article. Also mentioned is eye contact and we all know how effective 

that is at bringing one back to the present - raffle ticket time. Eye 

contact only works if the other driver is actually looking in our 

direction. With the driver's attention taken up with the sat-nav – 

especially likely at junctions - or, even worse, a mobile 'phone, we 

haven't got much chance. 

 

So, be assertive, don't skulk and certainly don't dither - "Coming 

through!" Use your horn if you're not sure. That's what it's for - "I'm 

here!" before the event rather than "You prat!" after. 

 

My last SMIDSY was last Friday. A cyclist, in full novelty condom 

gear, looking down fiddling with his pedals pulled out of a layby in 

front of me. His attire might have given him some protection from 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome but I doubt it would afford 

much protection against Acquired Large Motorcycle Syndrome. 

 

Safety Quiz 
IVOR RHODES 

The following questions are taken from the BMF Blue Riband 

Advanced Rider Scheme. There are 30 questions in all, the first 10 are 

given here. The remainder will appear in the next two newsletter {if I 

remember!]. 

 

1) Highway Code Advice to drivers is:- 

a) Mirrors, Signal, Manoeuvre 

b) Signal, Mirrors, Manoeuvre 

c) Manoeuvre, Mirrors, Signal 

 

2) It is advisable that when driving, the alcohol in your blood is:- 

a) Not more than 80mg per 100ml 

b) Not more than 160mg per 100ml 

c) Nil  

 

3) If you are crossing a level crossing with automatic half-barriers, 

when the lights flash and the bells ring, should you:- 

a) Stop 

b) Get off your machine and push it 

c) Keep going 

 

4) On automatic traffic signals, the red and amber signal means:- 

a) You may proceed if the way is clear 

b) Stop. Do not pass through or start until green shows 

c) Proceed immediately 
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5) The three types of hazard are:- 

1. Physical features such as junctions, roundabouts, bend or 

hillcrest 

2. Wear on your machine 

3. Variations in the road surface or weather conditions 

4. The time of day or night 

5. Those created by the position or movement of other road 

users 

Answer a) 1,2,5.  b) 1.3.5.  c) 1,2,4. 

 

6) You must keep to speed limits:- 

a) At all times 

b) Except to overtake a slower moving vehicle 

c) Unless it is safe to exceed them 

 

7) Some concrete surfaces hold water in their lateral ribs, which 

freezes in cold weather, therefore exceptional care should be taken 

on these surfaces in adverse weather conditions. 

TRUE OR FALSE 

 

8) The Highway Code recommends the use of tinted optical 

equipment at all times. 

TRUE OR FALSE 

 

9) The current National Speed Limit on roads other than where a 

lower speed limit is indicated is:- 

a) 70mph on motorways, 60mph on other roads 

b) 70mph on motorways and dual carriageways, 60mph on other 

roads 

c) 60mph on motorways and dual carriageways, 50mph on other 

roads 

 

10) On unlit roads during the hours of darkness and in good weather 

conditions:- 

a) You must use your headlights 

b) You must use sidelights and may use headlights 

c) You may choose what lights to use 

 

Ivor would be prepared to mark them if anyone cares to send in their 

answers when all 30 have appeared. No prize, other than a smug grin 

to anyone who gets them all correct. 

Trial & Error(s)  
GORDON HALLETT 

Continued from Keep off the Grass… 

 

 The competitor in me still wanted to compete, still an apprentice, 

money tight, what could I afford? I know, Trials, that’s an every-man’s 

sport!!! 

 

It’s now 1964, I’m 20, fit, all I need is a mount, then there, on the back 

page of the blue-un, or was it the green-un, Comerfords, Thames 

Ditton, a 1952 500 Goldie, in trials trim, £62.0.0, easy terms available. 

That’s the one for me! 

 

A phone call on the Friday confirmed it was still available. Yes, it still 

had a couple of months tax sir. Yes, of course we can arrange 

insurance sir. So next morning I was on a train, deposit in my pocket, 

borrowed from my dad, pay back on flogging my MAC 

  

I’ve no idea how long it took me, just seemed ages, especially the final 

walk to the shop with a helmet & Trialsmaster jacket (yup I had all the 

gear!!) 

  

Deal done, I kitted up & rode away. Again, the journey seemed ages, 

until I found the N. Circular, my only known reference point, but the 

Goldie was all I hoped for, it ran, & stopped well, brilliant in traffic, 

and managed an indicated 65mph on the Barnet by-pass. 

 

So there I was, with a “Trials Goldie”, none of those smoking 2-

strokes for me, I’ve got that “grunt”. 

 

It’s often said that history repeats itself, thus it was with the Goldie, I 

had difficulty staying upright when I went to places like Chessfield 

chalk pit to practice. So, like my attempt at grass tracks, I decided I 

needed a “chair” and browsing through a month old MCN showed a 

trials sidecar for sale in Luton, Yes! it was still there, but the seller did 

stress it needed a tidy-up, but he wanted a tenner!!, and we agreed on 

£8 unseen. 

 

I persuaded the van driver at work to take a little detour after a drop-

off in Northampton. So, with my money in his pocket, I waited with 

bated breath to see what a “tidy-up” meant. 

 

No Trades Description Act back then, but it had a wheel, a battered 

body, and a pad for some unsuspecting passenger to sit on. It’ll do, but 

a tidy-up was an understatement. 

 

Chairs were going out of fashion back then, as a new big bike and 

sidecar would be about the same price as a Mini. So a trip to George 

Brown’s emporium in Stevenage yielded a multitude of clamps, ball-

joints & swan-necks, and soon I was fit for my first outing, or thought 

I was (first error!!) 

 

A fellow apprentice had jumped at the chance to get in my chair 

(WHY???), but he rode a Jampot twin as daily transport, and he 

thought it would be “fun” (second error!!). But we came to no harm as 

we ventured off-road, and even went to watch a couple of trial 

sections, that we could use another day to practice on. 

 

I noticed that, as an outfit, the Goldie lacked its initial lustre, but we 

entered a trial that started at a transport cafe down the A1001 

somewhere around Barnet, and we were “up for it” (third error). 

 

The assembly point was buzzing, and so were we. We noticed an A55 

pick-up arrive, two gents got out, unstrapped their outfit, then lifted it 

to the ground, no ramp just muscle. Word soon got around, THIS was 

Alex Wright, with his Butler sponsored outfit (for those who don’t 

remember, Butler supplied loads of lightweight parts for motorcycles), 

even the chair body was plastic!! But everyone was gawping at the 

latest Villiers square barrel power plant. 

 

Anyway, off we went to the first section, closely observing how others 

took it, till we plucked up the courage to power up a short 45 degree 

mound, and sharp turn right on the crest, as I neared the top I should 

have shut off earlier(fourth mistake), but did a somersault back down, 

where I saw my passenger standing, after righting the bike I asked him 

what happened, “Oh, I got thrown out on that tree root”. I have 

doubted that statement for almost 60 years!!! 

 

 

“…closely observing how others took it” 

Still only another 30-odd sections to go! So off we go, we attempted 

about six sections, only one cleaned, but I still remember being 

overtaken at great speed on a road section, by Alex Wright, which got 
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me thinking, um, I need more POWER. 

 

I had a Thunderbird engine laying around so I swapped, yes, I know, I 

swapped the BB34 GS engine for a set of Tribsa engine plates (fifth 

mistake). 

 

Thus fitted, we entered another trial, Wycombe way, with all the 

power the Triumph engine could give us, this was much better. We got 

on well-ish now, only missing out a couple of sections, by the halfway 

point, even if we did accumulate max points; but then we came across 

another of those short-sharp hill assents; and boy did we come a 

cropper. I failed to see a change in the camber, (sixth error) chair 

wheel went down, and the whole lot tumbled bike-over-chair, bike-

over-chair and two bodies followed. We were well bruised, with a 

couple of cuts & grazes, so decided to make for home, only to get a 

puncture in the third wheel, no spare tube(seventh, and last, error) so 

the passenger had to try and sit on the rear guard all the way back. 

 

 

Not actually Gordon, but I’m sure you get the idea. 

The Thunderbird engine expired a couple of week later, and try as I 

might, that bloke would not swap back the engine for the plates. So 

another Triumph engine was fitted, but my passenger refused to get 

back in that flipping (not his exact word) thing, and after he had spread 

the word about my lack of riding skills, I could find no other takers, 

and truthfully, I could then bow out, head held high, (well nearly) 

because I had decided that I don’t think I really had the watsits for  it, I 

had scratched the itch, and cured it. 

 

I rode it as a road bike, with a Letraset (remember that) notice “we’re 

not in this for profit, but our turnover is spectacular” for a while, then I 

found the opposite sex and needed better, and bought a 1959 Connie 

with a Wessex. I courted my late wife with that, till we could afford a 

car, so started my 20-odd years bike-less era. The return to bikes might 

be another tale. 

 

 

 

 

Caption contest? 
DON MCKEAND 

Don thinks we should be able to come up with a better caption than the 

rather dull one in a 1963 issue of Motor Cycle. 

 

 

"Here Sergeant-Major John Day of the Royal Tank Regiment - a bronze 
medallist in the International Six Days Trial - practices on his Royal 
Enfield at the Army transport school at Bordon, Hants." 

Some possibilities: 

 

1. The Instructor said “hang on a minute” 

 

2. Highway Code signals - I intend to move to the left or turn left 

 

3. White Helmets practice during Covid-19 restrictions 

 

NOT A TRIUMPH 
IVOR RHODES 

Ivor suggests we might want a change from pictures of Triumphs 
(bloomin’ cheek). A very original condition BSA Round Tank snapped 
at Stony Stratford 2017 New Year Car and Bike Fest, owner Dr John 
Lourie, who regularly attended the Albert Brown Runs.    
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From the archive 
NIGEL COOTE 

Sorry for my continued appearance, I don’t choose the pics – Bryan 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 


