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BEDS VMICC NEWS

KEEPING YOU INFORMED DURING LOCKDOWN

A\ A

-

L]

v
L

VE Day Souvenir Picture Issue

A celebration of the motorcycle at war
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EDITORIAL

Today (Friday May 8™ the Beds VMCC should
have had a small display of motorcycles in
Shefford Town Centre as part of the town’s
celebration of the 75" anniversary of Victory in
Europe, and the beginning of the end of the
Second World War. Instead we are confined to
our barracks looking for the beginning of the
end of the lockdown — and that’s only been
seven short weeks rather than six long years. It
is hardly surprising that the news reels from the
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time show such amazing scenes of jubilation;
some of you may even be old enough to have
memories of that day.

It seemed fitting to hold off the normal
second issue of this newsletter to attempt a
small tribute to the men and women who
served, to those that stayed behind to keep
the country running, and to the motorcycles
they rode. We will be forever in their debt. |
don’t want to make this too personal but, as
for many of yourselves, my late father was
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one of them, serving on the destroyer HMS Inglefield
and who had to swim for it when it was sunk off
Anzio in February 1944 with the loss of many of the
crew, his friends.

Many thanks to all who have sent me contributions.
They will appear in next week’s issue, but | need lots
more; please keep them coming. Don’t worry about
style or spelling; I’ll try be a proper editor.

BRYAN
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Three wheels on my
wagon...

A ROD IN PICKLE FOR THE INVADERS: A MOTOR-CYCLE COLUMN.

The motor-cyclist troops of the British Army are a force combining
power and speed. Mobility is the keynote of modern warfare with
mobility goes vigour in attack, and the rapid movement of troops
behind the lines. With their armament of rifles, Bren and sub-
machine-guns, these troops can operate at speed in the roughest of
open country, and with equal ease on the roads. They are of extreme
manoeuvrability, and, short of the actual cut and thrust of sword and
lance, the motor-cyclist units with their rapidity of movement, carry
out all the functions of cavalry, which to-day they have almost
entirely superseded. [ILN 16/11/40]

Until recently the Army’s interest in the motor-cycle had not been great.
Gradually its rider was looked upon purely in terms of despatch rider, and to
some degree for the conveying of lorries, tanks and armoured cars. The change
which came about was almost entirely in regard to solo machines. The Army
trials, an excellent training and incentive, had no side-car events. Yet the side-
car is rapidly taking its place beside the solo machine as a great asset in mobile
warfare.

[ILN 21/09/40]

# Of course, the beauty of the three-fifty Is Its very light
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Meanwhile, back at home, the ladies took over...
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A series of suitable staged publicity shots of ATS ladies, on an OEC, and Wrens in London, largely on Triumphs, taking on despatch rider duties. One
of the lucky ladies in the middle picture has managed to get her hands on a Speed Twin whilst her colleague taking a letter from the postman is confined
to a side-valve slogger (BSA?). My own Speed Twin was commandeered during the war, probably in Glasgow, and it would be nice to think that some
young lady spent the war years doing similar. The bottom right picture shows some of them being stood down at London’s Wellington Barracks a
couple of weeks after VE Day in 1945.
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The enemy here is the Italian Mud

An army motorcyclist entering Caen July 1944
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The Empire asked for volunteers...
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"D” DAY ON THE BEACHES

Called upon at the shortest notice to solve new braking
problems arising from amphibious conditions of warfare
Ferodo Limited made

A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION

to the invasion of Europe. Experiment, solution and mass
production followed upon each other in the space of

twenty days.

FERODO

BRAKE AND CLUTCH LININGS

FERODO LIMITED CHAPEL fﬁN-LE-FRlIHM

£
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Some contemporary advertisements
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% No joy ride this . ..
ride for the

But

Firestones are built for

no iny
tyres either.
I'hey

hard service.

.. "
can ' take 1t
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% Your help to meet this great demand is vital.
Not one ounce of rubber, synthetic or natural, must
be wasted. Keep all tyres properly inflated.

——

THE FAMOUS JAMES

Go angwhere Lightweight”

JAMES

These James Motor Cycles are
being used by our Airborne
Forces for the toughest, roughest
work a motor cycle can be put
to. That in itself speaks volumes
for the post-war James models,
which will be a delight to ride
and provide the world’s most
economical motoring.

THE

JAMES
125 c.c.
MILITARY

LIGHTWEIGHT

L& L _ALL L A g

AS USED BY OUR AIRBORNE FORCES

CYCLE COMPANY LIMITED GREET BIRMINGHAM
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...and the

PANTHER

When the guns are silent and the bells ring out again,
you will hear the call of the road.

Then, out on your Panther !

And what a machine! A lithe young descendant of a
long line of master motor-cycles,

Eager to do your bidding—willing and fit to carry you
thousands of happy miles.

Your dream shall come true,

Peace and a Panther.

PANTHER MOTOR CYCLES

a product of

PHELON & OORE 11o.
C

LONDON OFFICE

LECKHEATON,YORKS 273, REGENT STREET.W. |
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Go on, sign up as a DR now

Opportunities for Enlistment

Immediate Openings for Motor Cyclist Volunteers Through
“The Motor Cycle” Register

l..........‘...O...............‘.....II-........‘l...........'.........-I..l....ll.......’l...............D.......ll.............l...Q.Q............Ol....

Motor(Fcie OFFICIAL REGISTER

SURNAME . CHRISTIAN NAMES
DATE OF BIRTH NATIONALITY
PERMANENT ADDRESS

PRESENT EMPLOYMENT

MEMBERSHIF OF MOTOR CYCLE CLUBS (if any)

KRIDING AND OTHER MOTOR CYOLE
EXPERIENCE T'hix should be ziven on a separale sheel, signed, and pinned to this form.

I wish to have my none registered with n view to enlistment ax a volunteer motor cyclist Despateh Rider
m His Majesty's Army and, if called upon, undertake to report as dirccted, immediately, [ undertake to inform
The Motor Cycle of uny change in my address and to advise them shonld my name, through my joining the
Forees or otherwise, have to be removed from this Register. 1 understand that registrntion can give no
guarantee of enlistment. T have pot registered my name as & volunteer to enlist as a motor eyclist on any
other register,

SIGNATURE DATE
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ON COMPLETION, THIS VORM SHOULD BE MISTED TO THE EDITOR THE MOTOR CYCLE.” DORSET NOUSE, STAMFORD 5T
INANTHIN S E) d KSTAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE SHOULD BE ENCLOSED FOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT (OF SAFE RECEIPT
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