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BEDS VMCC NEWS 
KEEPING YOU INFORMED DURING LOCKDOWN 

 

 

VE Day Souvenir Picture Issue 

A celebration of the motorcycle at war 

 

EDITORIAL 

Today (Friday May 8th) the Beds VMCC should 

have had a small display of motorcycles in 

Shefford Town Centre as part of the town’s 

celebration of the 75th anniversary of Victory in 

Europe, and the beginning of the end of the 

Second World War. Instead we are confined to 

our barracks looking for the beginning of the 

end of the lockdown – and that’s only been 

seven short weeks rather than six long years. It 

is hardly surprising that the news reels from the 

time show such amazing scenes of jubilation; 

some of you may even be old enough to have 

memories of that day. 

 

It seemed fitting to hold off the normal 

second issue of this newsletter to attempt a 

small tribute to the men and women who 

served, to those that stayed behind to keep 

the country running, and to the motorcycles 

they rode. We will be forever in their debt. I 

don’t want to make this too personal but, as 

for many of yourselves, my late father was 

one of them, serving on the destroyer HMS Inglefield 

and who had to swim for it when it was sunk off 

Anzio in February 1944 with the loss of many of the 

crew, his friends. 

 

Many thanks to all who have sent me contributions. 

They will appear in next week’s issue, but I need lots 

more; please keep them coming. Don’t worry about 

style or spelling; I’ll try be a proper editor. 

 

BRYAN 
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Three wheels on my 

wagon… 

 

Until recently the Army’s interest in the motor-cycle had not been great. 

Gradually its rider was looked upon purely in terms of despatch rider, and to 

some degree for the conveying of lorries, tanks and armoured cars. The change 

which came about was almost entirely in regard to solo machines. The Army 

trials, an excellent training and incentive, had no side-car events. Yet the side-

car is rapidly taking its place beside the solo machine as a great asset in mobile 

warfare.  

[ILN 21/09/40] 

 

 

The motor-cyclist troops of the British Army are a force combining 

power and speed. Mobility is the keynote of modern warfare with 

mobility goes vigour in attack, and the rapid movement of troops 

behind the lines. With their armament of rifles, Bren and sub-

machine-guns, these troops can operate at speed in the roughest of 

open country, and with equal ease on the roads. They are of extreme 

manoeuvrability, and, short of the actual cut and thrust of sword and 

lance, the motor-cyclist units with their rapidity of movement, carry 

out all the functions of cavalry, which to-day they have almost 

entirely superseded. [ILN 16/11/40] 
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Meanwhile, back at home, the ladies took over… 

 

 

 

  

  

A series of suitable staged publicity shots of  ATS ladies, on an OEC, and Wrens in London, largely on Triumphs, taking on despatch rider duties. One 

of the lucky ladies in the middle picture has managed to get her hands on a Speed Twin whilst her colleague taking a letter from the postman is confined 

to a side-valve slogger (BSA?). My own Speed Twin was commandeered during the war, probably in Glasgow, and it would be nice to think that some 

young lady spent the war years doing similar. The bottom right picture shows some of them being stood down at London’s Wellington Barracks a 

couple of weeks after VE Day in 1945. 
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The enemy here is the Italian Mud 

 

 

An army motorcyclist entering Caen July 1944 
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The Empire asked for volunteers… 

 

And they came… 
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Some contemporary advertisements 
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Go on, sign up as a DR now 
 

 


