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BEDS VMCC NEWS
KEEPING YOU INFORMED DURING LOCK-DOWN

Less than a week to go!

Shiny Bike Night – Thursday, 12th August (see inside)
EDITORIAL
It’s been an awful long time coming but, short of Shefford being put on the Government’s Red Travel List, there’s no stopping us now – less than a
week until we gather once again at Shefford. A long time, in which we’ve missed club nights, Albert Brown & RAKM runs, midweek lunches and
breakfast meets, etc. A time in which we have also lost at least five of our number – Dave Watts, Tony Dickason, John O’Brien, John Butcher and
George Wrench, all of whom will be sadly missed. But also a time in which we have enjoyed monthly “virtual” club nights, mostly from Will, and
something like a score of midweek runs when rules have permitted. And, somehow, we’ve managed to get to issue 41 of the Newsletter, in its current
format, preceded by four simple email issues. Thanks to Norm Lorton for the original suggestion to us this as a way of keeping contact. Rather than
come to an abrupt halt, I’ll try to put something together at the end of each month – if nothing else, as a form of extended “Section Notes”. Thanks to
this issue’s contributors: Don and Will.
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Beds Section News

Odds & Sods

CAR PARK CONCOURS – AUGUST 12

TH

In my excitement, I forgot to mention the date of the Car Park Concours
in the Section Notes in the August Journal. Keeping with tradition, club
nights will continue to be the second Thursday of each month, at the
Shefford Town Memorial Association (STMA). Normal starting will
stay at 8.00pm for 8.30pm start, although I expect the bikes to start
arriving from about 7.30pm.

Those of you who have ridden the MCC’s Edinburgh Trial will be
saddened to hear that the wonderful Bamford Clough section has been
tarmacked from end-to-end.

Apologies to anyone who didn’t get the message about the
postponement in July, but the Government change-of-heart came too
late for the Journal. It is understood from someone who showed up on
the July date that the car park was quite full, and the field was in use.
This means we will need to be extra considerate about where we put our
bikes – not blocking any of the other hall users in, who might be wanting
to leave before us.
A quick reminder that we have nominated this event as the Section’s
celebration of the VMCC 75th anniversary and there will be an
additional award to the person or bike best capturing the spirit of that
anniversary.

SEPTEMBER 9TH CLUB NIGHT
As mentioned in the last issue, it would seem prudent to hold a “Noggin
& Natter”, hopefully largely outside in the car park, rather than having
a guest speaker in the hall.

MIDWEEK RUNS – GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS
As things get back to normal, the Midweek Runs will be changing to the
pre-Covid arrangement, i.e. one run a month, on the Thursday following
the club night, the 3rd Thursday of the month through Summer/Autumn.
Start locations will be advised for each run. Suggestions for destinations
and/or routes welcomed.

THE NEXT MIDWEEK RUN – THURS, 19TH JULY
From Don McKeand:
“The August midweek run I am planning is for 19th August, starting at
the Memorial Hall Shefford. 10.30a departure. Heading south into
Hertfordshire.”

AUTUMN GOLD RUN – OCTOBER?
It is hoped to run the traditional Autumn Gold when the leaves on the
trees have at least started to change colour. A few details need finalising,
like an organiser, a date and a route.

Upcoming local events
These are the ones I’ve heard about, there may be others:
• South Bedfordshire Classic Vehicle Show, rear of Cross Keys
Pub, Pulloxhill, MK45 5HB, Sunday 8th August, 10am-4pm
• Pirton Classic Vehicle Show, Pirton Recreation Ground, Walnut
Tree Road, Pirton, SG5 3PX, Thursday, 12th August, 3pm-8pm,
Min £5 donation.
• Classic Stony, Stony Stratford, postponed until Sunday 29th
August
• Classic Car & Bike Meet, Saturday 9th September, Pure
Triumph, Woburn, 10am-2pm [NB this is a change of date from
28th August]
• Redbourn Classics Motor Show, Redbourn Common, Saturday
4th September 2021 Noon-5pm
• Buntingford Classic Car & Motorcycle Show, High Street,
Buntingford, Saturday 4th September, Tel: 07963 609143
• Northants VMCC Navigation Rally, Start/finish at The Grange
Sports Ground, Northampton Road, Earls Barton, Sunday,
September 5th
• Milton Keynes Museum Transport Weekend, McConnell Dr,
Wolverton, Milton Keynes MK12 5EL, 11th -12th September.
Entry FOC. See Website, email: events@mkmuseum.org.uk or
telephone Joy on 07506166912

Yours truly on the way to a “clean” on Bamford Clough

In the latest “Vintage & Classic” (VMCC Journal) there is an article
about Doris Lowe (née Clarke) from the Luton/Dunstable area. Don
mentioned that he once owned one of her old bikes – Royal Enfield, of
course.
In a recent survey by MAG (Motorcycle Action Group), almost a third
of respondents said they would rather give up motorcycling than “go
electric” when the time comes. Really? I wouldn’t. Has anyone tried an
electric motorcycle? If so, how about a brief “first impressions” article?

Reports
Weekend Run, 25th July
DON MCKEAND
Will and I had an enjoyable run despite the constant drizzle. Yes, just
the two of us!
The outward route went well, and on arrival at Chinnor I found I had
lost the keys to my panniers en-route. However, the railway was very
pleasant and evoked a sort of "Titfield Thunderbolt" atmosphere and
gave Will the chance for personal reminiscences of the area.
Unfortunately, the return run route sheets were firmly locked in the
pannier, so the route through the Chilterns had to be done by memory.

[If you know of anything else of interest, please let the Newsletter know]
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Will's local knowledge got us back on track after missing a turning early
on, but we then followed the route as planned (via Dunsmore) despite a
bit of head scratching at a couple of junctions to remember the right
direction.
I have not found the lost keys, but luckily had a spare set at home. Just
waiting for the third key-related incident after my experience at
Founders Day.

Chris and Gordon discuss the merits of Chris’s lovely Cotton

Three interesting Italian bikes, all owned by Gordon, and ridden by
himself and two friends.
The car park at the railway was not the most photogenic location.

PS (by Bryan Marsh)
Incidentally, whilst returning home on the A413 near Wendover, after
scouting part of the route for Don, I stopped behind a Renault Traffic
van at some temporary traffic lights (for HS2 works). The twerp in the
van must have thought he had stopped too close to the lights as he then
proceeded to reverse into me, despite the protestations from my horn
and shouts of “whoa”.

Midweek Run
BRYAN MARSH
Following the theme of using our runs to visit locations from the VMCC
Waypoint Rally, I put together a route out to the Silver Ball café, near
Royston, and back to Jordans Mill; you never need go hungry on a
VMCC Beds run!

Luckily, I was on my modern bike as a few broken and scratched parts
on a Yamaha are easily fixed and didn’t invoke the emotional stress that
would have resulted had I been on one of my classic Triumphs. I have a
Honda NC750S on loan (nice bike) whilst they sort out the insurance
claim which, judging by the communications I’ve had, could be several
weeks!

George Brown Memorial Run
BRYAN MARSH
My excuse for not joining Don & Will on the jaunt to Chinnor was that
I’d already signed up for the annual George Brown Memorial Run,
organised by the Stevenage & District Motorcycle Club. We share some
members with that club, including Gordon Hallett and Chris Sawyer.
A well-organised event with an excellent route and a splendid
ploughman’s lunch included in the entry fee, provided very efficiently
at the Upper Caldecote Sports Club. Luckily, I was able to play followmy-leader in a group led by Gordon, who knew where he was going,
because the route sheet was rather over-endowed with information and,
consequently, quite difficult to follow. Written instructions, instead of
diagrams, but including every junction where the route went straight on!

A nice variety of machines in our group

A record turnout for our recent series of midweek runs, eleven of us
gathered in Tempsford catching up with some friends we hadn’t seen
since March of last year. Distributing route sheets amongst some of the
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riders (just in case) and giving the “tail-end Charlie” the distinctive
orange hi-vis waistcoat, we decided to stick with follow-my-leader,
despite the size of the group, and hope for the best. The pre-run briefings
for the out and back stages made sure everyone knew the route at the
two points where we were almost certain to get split up – joining the
A505 briefly, and at the traffic lights in Baldock. With one exception,
that worked.

BEDS VMCC
NEWS
Rain showers signalled the time for most of the bikes to beat a hasty
retreat. Hasty, that is, apart from Gerry who found the rain-wetted drive
belt on the Triumph had taken to slipping rather badly – and, if you
know about veteran Triumphs, you’ll know you can’t start them if the
belt is slipping badly. Eventually, the growing body heat from his
continued attempts at pedalling away on the mainstand must have dried
the belt because he finally got going.

The outward route took us through Potton, the Sutton watersplash,
Guilden Morden, Shingay, Abingdon Piggotts and Therfield to the café.
Lots of bikes in the car park, including half the Metropolitan Police
squad of BMWs on a training run, but not too busy in the café itself.

Dom demonstrating to Ellis that he hasn’t lost the keys to the panniers
of his Airflow, newly finished after the accident damage.

The page 4 girls
Half the Met bike squad were there to meet us

The return route was through Buckland, Sandon, Baldock, Bygrave,
Ashwell, Langford to Jordans Mill for lunch. A very satisfying
combination of good roads and views, little traffic, perfect weather and
great company. In my opinion, this really is what it’s all about.

Flitwick Lockdown show
As last year, the organisers had allocated a slot for all the motorcycles
at the Flitwick Village Hall. Unfortunately, because the event clashed
with an antiques fair in the hall, the need for car parking pushed us round
the back where we were far from prominent.
I’m not quite exactly which bikes were VMCC and which belonged to
other entrants but, at the risk of missing people out, there was Neil with
his AJS outfit, Ron with his Bantam, Don with two of his Royal
Enfields, Gerald on his Norton and Gerry on his veteran Triumph. I
braved the four-mile journey from home on my rarely-used 1946 James
autocycle. This created quite a lot of interest from the younger visitors
who couldn’t quite understand a motorcycle with pedals that looked like
an overgrown bicycle.

The famous James looking rather diminutive against a Hinckley
Triumph Daytona from the 1990s.

Can anyone identify the bike? (or the ladies?)
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SEEN IN THE PAPERS
A BICYCLE AND A DOG. - A traveller on a motor bicycle met with a
nasty fall at noon on Saturday last while passing up [Fenny Stratford]
High Street. A mischievous dog ran barking up to the cyclist, and got its
legs caught in the hind wheel of the machine, injuring itself and
throwing the rider from his seat and who was rather severely bruised.
P.C. Bonner went to his assistance, and we understand that after a short
rest the cyclist was able to resume his journey.
[North Bucks Times and County Observer - Saturday 14 October 1905]

There’s something special afoot…
WILL CURRY
August's clubnight will be the Car Park Concours and, according to
various sources, it will be something special. It will be the section's
VMCC 75th Anniversary event and to mark this special event there will
be a special award. According to August's section notes this is 'an award
for the bike that, in the opinion of the judges, best captures the spirit of
the VMCC 75th anniversary'.
This set me thinking: what IS the spirit of the VMCC 75th anniversary?
I wasn't the first to wonder. To quote from issue 40 of the Newsletter
'Heaven knows what criteria the judges will use – probably best not to
ask; it’s only a bit of fun after all'. I wondered what the VMCC website
had to say on the matter. All I found was what would be described in
other places as a mission statement:
"The Vintage Motor Cycle Club, with over 13,000 Members, united by
a common appreciation of the engineering skills and vision of those who
built the pioneer machines, has ensured that such machines are not
preserved as lifeless exhibits in a museum, but are brought to life on
frequent occasions in order that a new generation can marvel at the
handiwork of the pioneers, and an older generation can once again view
with nostalgia the machines they rode in days gone by."
This is a version of what has appeared on the front page of the Journal
for as long as I can remember. This prompted another round of thinking.
I found the March 1973 Journal. The phrase 'united by the common
appreciation of the engineering skill and vision' had evolved into the
slightly less specific 'united by a common appreciation of the
engineering skills and vision' on the website.

Jack Stocker aboard a VCH - 'Far too heavy'

With the late Ray Newell's encouragement and loan of his beautiful
1926 Ariel I joined the VMCC. Ray would ride his equally beautiful
BSA V-twin, not yet reunited with its taxi sidecar. Happy days.

So, how to decide on a winner is something of a challenge, to say the
least and a good time to keep my head down.
However, the seed had been sown - which of my collection do I think
best fits the bill?
There were two candidates: Fred, the 1951 Square Four, and the Little
Ariel, the 1948 trials Ariel. Most of my bikes have names. While I'm
definitely better with numbers than names the rest of my family are
names-based. Both were in my ownership long before I joined the
VMCC. They were general transport - to work, to the pub, 'Social,
Domestic and Pleasure' as it's known but the Little Ariel was also a trials
bike. It was on this basis I felt that the Little Ariel was the better
candidate.
As recounted elsewhere, it came for the taking as long as I rebuilt the
shed it was holding up. It was a trials Ariel but unwanted because of its
rigid rear end. When I say trials I mean it was an Ariel used for trials
rather than a bike sold by Ariel as a trials bike. In heraldic terms, the
Little Ariel definitely had an escutcheon with a bar sinister.
The Trials Ariel of the time would have been a model VCH. Most were
exported and those that weren't were offered to those who might best
use them. Not everyone accepted. The story goes that Don McKeand's
hero Jack Stocker turned one, an early version of GOV 132, down flat,
unwanted even as a gift. In my hands however, the Little Ariel was much
more successful than its predecessor, a 197cc DOT. The Little Ariel
took me trials riding, to work and to the pub. It was just another old bike
although with a certain Mr. Miller still doing really quite well with an
Ariel the name hadn't become completely associated with funnylooking, smokey two-strokes.

Ray Newell and his BSA Taxi

In 1973 the little Ariel turned 25 and I started to use it in VMCC trials.
I felt slightly guilty doing this as there were riders still using real vintage
motorcycles. Never-the-less I made up the numbers and I was never a
threat to the few pot-hunters who entered. The Chiltern section, the
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Oxford section and the Taverners were all within range and three of us,
Malcolm Webb, Mike Vangucci and myself used to go loaded into
Malcolm's pickup. Both the Oxford and Chiltern sections had grass
tracks and I entered the road class with the Little Ariel.

We moved to the north of Luton and into the Bedfordshire section. We
moved in in early December and Hoppy came round just before
Christmas, on his bike, to make sure I knew all about the section. The
little Ariel took me on section runs and to clubnights and to the pub. A
pillion seat and footrests were fitted so my daughter could come along
too.
When Ray Newell loaned me his 1926 Ariel it wasn't even 50 years old.
The little Ariel is now well over 70 years old. It's not concours, it's
practical. It's not original in the sense that Ariel never catalogued a
model like this for this year although all the parts are Ariel.
The Little Ariel was reliable enough until the armature in the magneto
disintegrated several years ago. What with one thing and another it's
taken quite a while to sort the mess out. I was particularly annoyed when
it failed as slip ring had been replaced a few years before it failed and it
was the slip ring that disintegrated. The 'specialist' who sold me the ring
had disappeared but worse was that I'd bought two and fitted one to the
magneto on the trials sidecar. That hadn't fallen to bits and so replacing
it was much more successful. The plan was to fit a Thorspark electronic
ignition just to see how practical it is. That fitting is now nearly finished
and hopefully I'll be able to ride the Little Ariel to clubnight.

The Little Ariel in trials action. There was a mute in the end of the
exhaust pipe

The Chiltern section also ran hill climbs and so the little Ariel climbed
hills too. It still took me to work and to the pub. As an aside, when Fred
turned 25 he got grass-tracked and hill-climbed but for some reason
never trialled.

The Little Ariel today

So, what do you think?

From the family album…
DON MCKEAND
Attached is a photo from my wife's family album which we have just
came across. It is of a wedding in Norfolk (probably Norwich). No idea
whose wedding, but the bride can't complain that she was not warned
about the bridegroom's obsession. All the registrations are
Norfolk/Norwich/Cambridgeshire.
And hill-climbing at one of the Chalfont Hill Climbs

Resting with my wife between runs
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Group run – risk assessment

For sale

ANONYMOUS
The draft VMCC Section Secretaries’ Handbook contains a suggested
risk assessment template to be completed for Section Social Runs. We
found this one lying around, strangely unsigned.
Safety issue?

Measures needed?

Action?

1. Excessive speed

Limit entry to Bantams and
mopeds

2. Narrow lanes

Don’t let Bryan or Don plan the Use the M1 & M25
route

Keep Ivor near the back

3. Rough unsealed
Set suspension to softest
roads
4. Distraction looking Don’t waste time preparing
for signs
route sheets

Hope the person in front
knows the way

5. Stopping

Advisable when required

Use the brakes as per manual

6. Hazardous
junctions
7. Group riding

Avoid Milton Keynes

…and Stevenage

8. Fatigue/feeling
unwell

Don’t have runs in the
Norm’s rest stops – bring
afternoon when most of us are flask & sandwiches
having a nap

9. Poor machine
condition

How dare you!

Mine has always leaked oil
from new

10.Adverse weather

Look at the sky

Put over trousers on

Write to the council

Say “we are riding in a group” Ride in group

1914 Dayton 269cc Villiers Mk 1, 2-stroke
Eligible for Pioneer (has Pioneer Certificate) and Banbury Runs, both
of which I’ve completed without issues. Fitted with two-speed Albion
gearbox with hand clutch and kickstart, making it extremely easy to ride
for a veteran bike – ask anyone with a foot clutch, single-speeder!
Lightweight, easy to start and a rear brake that actually works. Slight
leak from petrol tank but replacement included. Price around £10,000,
which is less than I paid for it.

Bedford’s Motoring Heritage
A BOOK BY RICHARD WILDMAN & ALAN CRAWLEY

1953 (’54 model) Triumph 6T Thunderbird, Sprung-hub, (exMerv Kendall)
Excellent general condition. Lovely bike to ride but not quite my era, so
needs to go to make room for the Silk. Will be going to Verralls for them
to sell, on my behalf, in a couple of weeks if not sold previously. Price
negotiable, but less than I paid for it, as there are small jobs that need
doing – clutch has new friction and plain plates but is very “grabby”,
and light switch keeps blowing fuses. Otherwise running beautifully.

Humber motorcycle and 6hp Bedford car, 1904/5, 49 Bromham Road

1946 Francis-Barnett “Powerbyke”To misquote Oscar Wilde:

Bedford & District Motorcycle Club members setting off from the
Broadway for a rally, 1920.

“To have one Autocycle, may be regarded as a misfortune; to have two
looks like carelessness.” This one has been sitting in my lounge
gathering dust as an ornament for the last few years. It’s very pretty but
perhaps someone would actually like to use it - £1500 and it’s yours.
Very little use since restoration; non-transferable registration.
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