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BEDS VMCC NEWS

STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Fiftieth issua whodd have thought it?

Armm 15, 1914] PUNCH, OR THE LONDON CHARIVARI. o

Buy a puzzle, sir?

IN THIS ISSUE

SECTION NEWS  TRAIN ROBBERS WHITEWEBBS MUSEUM
RIDE OF TRANSPORT
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EDITORIAL MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH i THURS, 19™ APRIL
Welcome to the 50" issueof the newslettey late ayain but this time
without any good excse other than lazines$he Beds Sectiomiding
season hagot urderway instyle with the Sprig Run and the first
fipropep Midweek Runof the year, both of which were blessed with
excellent weatheBeethe reports below, along with Wal report o the
VMCC Chairmarés iiTrain Robber8Rideo staring and finishng in our
area.

Many thanksyet agairto Will for his article 1ém afraid to say thatf it
wasrd for thatarticle, and some more of Iva terrible puns, would
have had to produce the whole newsletter sthglededly The more
contributors, the more interesting the newsletser pleaseaid your
memory and/or photo albunfsr anything that might be of interest.
Technical aticles, adverts, recommendationshe more, théetter
Bryan

The second in the series of Midweek Runs will s@stisual, from the
Sheford Memorial Hall and will end up at tiWixams Garden Centre

BedS SECtlon NeWS off the A6 just South bBedford (MK45 3HU for those ofyou who

navigate by atellite).It will be a route sheet run with the usual element

U pcom | ngEve ns of following the bike in front, bping the rider knows wherheydre

going.Based orthe experience ofast nonthds run | would expect us
to arrive closer to 1pm than the usual 12 noon gathering for [W&h.

CLUB NIGHT i THURS 12™ APRIL i FISH & CHIPS ever, you can picand choose: run/lundr both.

Theprovisionallunchprogramme for theest oftheyear is:

June- Nobbys farm shop, Billington

July - Forest centre, Marston Moretaine

August- Musgrave Arms, Shillington (or Cross Keys, Pulloxhill)
September Super Sausage, Potterspury

BREAKFAST MEET 17 SUNDAY, 29™ MAY

Theprice of fish & chips has skyocketed of latgbut this mt be the
bargain of the centurly wede subsidisinggach meal to theine of
50%. Thats a mere&5 instead of the actual cost ofemner.To make

it worthwhile fa the vanto come alongthey need to sell 25 portions
sopleaseplease please doi have your tea before yacaneout, and
help us keep this longtanding tradition going.

RAKM RUN i SUNDAY, 15™ MAY
DanishCamp Riverside Visitor Centr€hapel LangWillington,
MK44 3QG 10am.

ALBERT BROWN RUN i SUNDAY, 26™ JUNE
Keep the date frekeité the week after Banbury.

Event reports

SPRING RUN & BREAKFAST MEET, SUN 10™ APR
Theysay the sushineson the rghteous” well, IGm not sure we cdd
make claim to that buhe weather gds cetainly smied on us fo our
early seasoweekendun, albeit a bit chilly to start.

An excellent breakfast at JordaMill set us up itely for a run otiinto
Cambridgeshirand some roads not commonly dsen our runsThe
route tookthe daen or so ridersut throughPotton andGaniingay,
past Bourn Airfeld, and through Caxton and GiteGransden to the
coffee stop at the Waresley P#&krdenCentre.Suitably refreshed we
headedup to Abbotsley then @wn to Evertonbefore being aught at
Therds still timeto get your entry in for the Roger and Arthur King the level crossingapproaching Tempsforébr a good five minutgs

Roger King officiating at the 2017 AKM Run

Memorial Run for girder fork bikes and outfit©r just come alongp waiting for threetrains to pass. But it could have beenrsed | was
the starffinish at Sheffordfor the spectacle the run usually attracts stuck there for aboutvice as longvhen | scoted the routehaving to
somewonderfulveteran and vintage bikes rarely seen on atiner than wait for five trains.Then back to Jordans iMto finish. A thoroughly
the Pioneer or Banburizet me know if you needn entry form enoyableday.
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Honda, Brough Superior, Triumph, Royal Enfield, BSA, Laverda i
variety certainly is the spice of VMCC life.

Some just came for the bacon and eggs, but it was great to see
everyone

BEDS VMCC
NEWS

Rare spotting of a unicorn at the Waresley Park Garden Centre coffee
stop

APRIL CLUB NIGHT i THURS, 14™ APRIL

Thanksto Don we were able to inviteorld traveller, Jacqui Furnaux,

to cane andbeguileus withtalesof how she turned hdinormab life

of wife, mother and career nurss its hed andset offon a gvenyear,
twenty countryadventure on her trustindian-built Royal Enfigd
Bullet. And all without a plani hencethe title of he talk AiPlan, what
plan?0. One could@ help but admie how alady woud eschewthe
perceived risk of travelling alae throughunknownlands, eenif she
did oncefear being chopped up andalwn overboard when hitching a
ride on a yacht with #gnwrongchag

Guest speaker i Jacqui Furneux
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Just five riders but that meant we coulgust follow Don, apart from

Plan — what plan? Brent who Gose ¢ ridein his group of oa. Quite a long run dmost 65
b miles, but a great routeaking us the other side of Roystondaback

How to have fun y though the wonderfully namdthmletof Nasty.We finishedwith lunch
. . at the Highvaymannear Gaveley, Steenage waywhere we were
gomg Wl‘th the flo“_’,,, joined by Brian ad Nige Wotewho hadustabout given up waiting fof

us.Anotherthoroughly enjoyable outing blessed with perfect weather

BREAKFAST MEET 1 SUN, 24™ APRIL

Doné we all dream of just heading off on our bikes, not knowing when,
or if, wed return i Jacqui did just that.

SPRING START-UP

At the invitation of Luton Fire Statiowe set p our stall at thé&Spring
Startupo, an eventwith road safety irmind. Thanksto the loan of a
gazebo from VMCC HQcourtesy of Marioywe presented an usually
professional imagewith half-adozen bikes on displayanging from
Will & vintage Ariel to Ivais imoderdo BMW, there wasplenty to
interest tie bike groups that pasd throughn the course of the day.

Unfortunately Richardcouldrd make it, and | was dhe Classic Bike
Show in Staffordso we doé know if anyone went or not.

Getreadyto groaré

| was once marriedto Ste@r af 6 s si ster Pol y.
you.

| 6ve joined a new onl i nsnddna bewn g
matches each week.

Chairmanés / Train RobberdRun

WILL CURRY

It's been on the cards for a while and finally it's happened: the
Chairman's Runalso @lled the Train Robbers' Run, a title which
attracted some criticism feupposedly 'Glorifying violence and wrong
doing'. The start and finish were quiteal to me and the run went to
Brill along roads well known to me from my dalsfore moving to
Bedfordshire so my participation was a given.

At the start at the Dunstable Downs Visitors6Centre

There was quite a crowd at the start but not all were taking part. My
estimate wasomewhere in the high twenties or low thirties actually

: ' rode. There were | think jusiiree prewar machines, the rest being post
A little roadside spannering and all was well again war and up to the 2gear cutoff.

PAGE 4



BEDS VMCC

APRIL 29 2022 // ISSUE FIFTY

Bridego bridge

) ) ) The ride out to Brill took us to Bridego bridge where the cash from the
The vintage Ariel's new Guinness label hijacked mail train wagansferred to waitingehicles.

Once again given the potential exposure | felt | ought to behave myself
so | took thesintage Ariel and left the hooligan Ariel scrambler at home.
In hindsight this may ndtave been the best decision as what it might
lack in ‘couth’ it more than makes tgr with comfort in the form of
suspension. Despite supposedly being on best behaviour | coesist't
filling the empty tax disc holder with a Guinness label, better still one
boastingBrewed in U.S.A'.

So, what did those who chose to stay at homseh##stly they missed

an early startlOam isn't too bad except that the run was held on the
shortest day of the year, the clodksving gone forward in the early
hours. Next the weather was at best overcast and in plagewight
murky. On the ride tdie start at the Dunstable Downs Visitors' Centre
| was beginning to feel worryingly inconspicuous due to the vintage
Ariel's lack of lighting.Finally with the 75mile route and travel to and
from the start even | was going to getting close to 100 mile§ his
distance isn't usually a problem but the state of somtheofroads,
particularly in Buckinghamshire, means that it's possible my knees will
neverforgive me.

Lunch stop at the Pheasant with bikes everywhere

The lunch stop was at The Pheasant at Brill which is near to the common
and the windmill. Thevindmill is an example of a post mill although
because of problems it has beemimiced witha steel framework
which stops it from turning. The pits in the common were dug to provide
clay, sand and chalk for a brickworks which survived until the start of
WW1.

o <]
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The art of conspicuity

The run was organised by the VMCC's chairmarariM CostaSa,
hence the name of the rubwas a 'dropoff' run although route sheets
were available. Mario led the run, his brigéd jacket being easy to see.
Tail-end Charlie was another chairman, our own Bryan Marsh,
resplendent in orange-hiis jadket which also stood out well.

As stated above there were three-wee bikes: in order of increasing
age a Brough Superiamy vintage Ariel and a Rudge. There were two  The windmill and brick pits
Suzuki 3cylinder twostrokes, several BSA twinsoth unit and pre L . . ,

y b It was this brickworkghat inspired another of Brill's links to railway

unit, at least one Honda and Yamaha and various Triumphs and Nortons, . ¢ The Wooton t ¢ by the Met lit
Representing the far reaches of the alphabet were a Velocette and istory. The Wooton tramway was eventualiy by the Metropolitan

Voyager, the former epitomising tradition and the latter allway WhiCh b_ecame part (.)f the Lc_mdon Underground system in
unconventionality. Not that Velocettes acenventional asanyone 1933. This gavé@rill the distinction of being the Underground's Nerth

who's looked at a Velocette primary drive and clutch will instantly agree western teninus although it didn't lasor long with the line being
with. closed in 1936.
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Brill station looking towards London and Baker Street

Another claim to fame for Brill was the scrambleErcuit at Muswell
Hill farm which was to the north of ¢hcommon.

{

1

Back at the finish

The ride back from Brill to the finish took us via Leatherslade farm, the
train robbers' hideouOn the way back a number of riders left the group
to make their ways back home so it was a somevduthtced number
which finally made it back to the finish at the Dunstable Downs Visitors'
Centre While the weather wasn't sunny it was at least dry.

The WhitewebbdMuseum of
Transport, Enfield

BRYAN MARSH

iy

1923 Triumph SD, originally with sidecar it was used only once a year,
for a family holiday in Bournemouth, before being laid up in 1939 after

Housed in an 898 pumping station for tHiNew Riven supplying taking a neighbour to Southampton to join the British Expeditionary
fresh waer into London, the museum is ompen on Tuesdays and Force. It has not been run since that trip, and was found abandoned in
thelast Sunday of eh month Well worth a visit. an air-raid shelter.
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C1961 Ambassador Super S, made in Ascot, with Villiers 250cc 2T

The Rex Judd Collection, on permanent loan to the museum

BEDS VMCC
NEWS

Star of the show, for me 7 ¢1898 Holden 800cc flat four

Believedto pradbably be the oldest motorcycle in the UK. Designed and
built by Col. Henry CapelHolden also responsible for the Brooklands
Race Circuit.Rex Judd rode the bike in the PioneeurRProduction
started in 897 withair-cooled bikes but which were pronesezure on
reaching the hegdspeedf 18mph.

Therear wheel was drivelny long rods connected directly to the engine
conrodsmaking slow speed control somewhetgarious.

)

1928 Douglas 700cc Brooklands Special

Built by Rex Juddat the Brooklands Workshop and Bristol Douglas
Works fa the Ddoson Brothersit gained a Gold Star for lapping
Brooklands at over 100mph.
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1921 Norton 500cc 16H, similar to the machine on which Rex Judd won /gﬁ

the Godfrey Cup for the first rider to be timed at 90mph at Brooklands 1938 Martin-JAP 500cc Speedway bike, winner at High Beech in 1938,
: | the first British speedway track

L
Y
i »,9'

\ C: k. v

1947 500cc Manx Norton

.\_ A /] \Vﬂ \",t/ "

IZH 350cc Jupiter two-stroke twin (Russian) i the first bike donated to
the museum. Only 600km from new. Totally original, including snow

1923 Levis Popular, 211cc two-stroke shield over the carb.
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Forecar Triumph 750cc T150 Trident outfit

Douglas Dragonfly

1922 500cc Dunelt single cylinder two-stroke
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