MAY 31 2022 / / ISSUE FIFTY-ONE

BEDS VMCC NEWS
STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED

And the President’s Award goes to…

…Will Curry (with outgoing VMCC President, Mike Wills)
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EDITORIAL
I have a feeling that Will won’t be thrilled having his achievement
splashed over the front page – but praise where praise is due. But you
have the chance to find out exactly what he thought about the recent
AGM where he received the award in a highly amusing article later in
the newsletter.

Beds Section News
Upcoming Events

Will’s surprise at receiving the President’s Award is echoed by myself
as I received, not only the President’s Certificate (a sort of runner-up to
Will’s award), but also an “Unsung Hero” certificate. Unfortunately,
unlike at the Oscars, we didn’t get to make any acceptance speeches.
So, I’ll take this opportunity to thank whoever put us forward for these
awards; we do it because we like doing it, but it’s great to know our
efforts are appreciated. Many thanks also to everyone else who helps to
make our little section such a good one.

CLUB NIGHT – THURS, 9TH JUNE – RIDE A BIKE TO
SHEFFORD, 7.30 FOR 8PM
Fingers-crossed for good weather to allow as many as possible to come
along on a bike. No judging – we’ll leave that for the July Concours –
just a chance for a ride and a chat in the Memorial Hall car park. Please
accept my apologies but I’ll be at the Ariel Owners Club “Side-valve
Rally” in Westbury-on-Severn – on a side-valve, but not an Ariel.

MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH – THURS, 16TH JUNE,
10.15 FOR 10.30AM FOR THE RUN, 12.30/1PM-ISH
FOR LUNCH
Another of Don’s excellent runs, starting from the Shefford Memorial
Hall and ending with lunch at the wonderful Nobby's farm shop café,
Billington near Leighton Buzzard.
I had a mysterious answerphone message from a VMCC member in the
East Midlands extolling the virtues of this revolutionary format. He
signed off by saying he looked forward to hearing from me –
unfortunately, he didn’t leave a phone number, but he gave the
impression he was coming along, at least for lunch.
The provisional lunch programme for the rest of the year is:
• July - Forest centre, Marston Moretaine
• August - Musgrave Arms, Shillington (or Cross Keys,
Pulloxhill)
• September - Super Sausage, Potterspury

This newsletter is a little late in the month because I’ve been off riding
my modern motorcycle around Scotland. 2132 miles in 8 days and more
rain on some days than I thought was physically possible. On my way
home I called in to Hartlepool, jewel of Teeside, in the hope of
collecting the petrol tank from my 1919 Triumph Model H from being
lined and painted. As you can see from the picture below, it wasn’t quite
ready – but it’s getting there. I don’t think anyone will yet have seen me
on that bike, despite having owned it for nine years. Hopefully, this is
the last item in a long list of fixes, and I’ll finally get the chance to ride
it in a few events. Needless to say, I paid too much for it when I bought
it (story of my life) and, considering it was supposed to have already
been rebuilt by one Sam Lovegrove (of TV fame), I’ve spent a small
fortune sorting it out. Oh well, as a good friend of mine always reminds
me, “it’s only money!”.
According to Richard Cornelius, sadly recently passed away, because
my bike was first registered in January 1919, it was probably part of a
cancelled order for the military as the war had just finished a couple of
months ago. Many Model Hs were returned from the front at the end of
the war, rebuilt by the Triumph factory and sold at a reduced price with
a special tank badge stating “Renovated” but, apparently, January 1919
would have been too early for it to be one of those.

ALBERT BROWN RUN – SUNDAY, 26TH JUNE,
WILDEN VILLAGE HALL, 9AM ONWARDS FOR
10.30AM RUN.

Competitors at the start of the original 1904 Albert Brown Run

Hopefully, you’ve already entered but, if not, you need to do so by 12th
June to Brent Fielder, South Brook House, East End Lane, Wilden, Beds
MK44 2QN. £12.95 including tea/coffee at the start, and lunch at the
end. Any bike over 25 years, or newer Royal Enfields.
This usually proves to be a very popular event and was over-subscribed
the last time – so, don’t leave it too late to enter. Like all our events, you
can, of course, just come along to the start and/or finish (1pm-ish) for
the spectacle.

“DUTY TO RIDE”

Many thanks yet again to Will for his articles, without which the
newsletter just wouldn’t be the same. Also, thanks to Richard and Simon
for the RAKM photographs. And now it’s time for my usual appeal for
articles and pictures for future newsletters – you know the rest…
Bryan

You may have seen in the VMCC Journal an announcement of a new
event “Duty to Ride”, intended to raise funds towards a despatch riders
memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum. Apparently, the
intention is for each section to hold a run on the first Sunday in July.
Nevertheless, this was without consultation with the sections and with
little notice. Coming just a week after our flagship Albert Brown Run,
there was no enthusiasm amongst the Beds Section committee for
organising such an event. There will, therefore, be no “official” Beds
Section “Duty to Ride” run.
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May event reports
CLUB NIGHT – FISH & CHIPS
We needed a minimum of 25 to make it worthwhile for the chip van to
make the trip. As it turned out, we almost doubled that – wonderful. I
nearly missed out myself as the fuse-holder on my 1969 Triumph T100S
decided to self-destruct near Higham Gobion. Cutting out the offending
item and taping the wires together was enough to get me home and swap
over to the modern bike and head to Shefford in time to claim my meal.
Many thanks to Will for escorting me home and to Brent for saving me
a portion of fish and chips.

BEDS VMCC
NEWS
joined (unintentionally) by a colourful group of Harleys and a BSA
“desert sled” from Bedford. We slipped up a bit, parking in the far end
of the car park with the attention of the passers-by stolen by the other
group. Chris was there on his trusty veteran Triumph but it didn’t seem
to make it into any of the photographs.

RAKM RUN – SEE SEPARATE REPORT
MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH – WIXAMS GARDEN
CENTRE

Don handing out route-sheets to the gathered masses

A very pretty “flat-head” Harley – not one of ours

Thanks to Don for an excellent run in the general Hertfordshire
direction, ending up at the Wixams Garden Centre where we were
joined by some dining-only members approaching starvation due to the
rather slow service in the restaurant. I’m not sure exactly how many of
us started out but the run was notable for the (intentional) loss of several
riders along the route for various prior engagements.

VISIT TO VELO CLUB
Some confusion here – we were told by the Velo Club that the traditional
visit was cancelled due to change of management of the pub at
Ridgmont where they normally meet. Nevertheless, it seems any
problems were sorted out prior to the proposed date – but no-one told
us, so we don’t know if it happened or not.

BREAKFAST MEET – DANISH CAMP
Has anyone seen Peter Fonda, or Dennis Hopper? And is that a Garelli
in the background – surely not?

Honda, Laverda, Ariel, Triumph, another Honda, Velocette, and Suzuki –
some of our bikes in the car park at the Danish Camp.

Not an obvious location for a breakfast meet, but Richard is to be
congratulated on his choice – a really good breakfast outside on the
veranda overlooking the river and the swans. And a very good turnout,

A rather tasteful “desert sled” style Beezer, ready for the Baja Bedford
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Other upcoming events

Bryan seemed to know most people . . .

The meeting hadn't been going for long before someone challenged
whether there was a quorum present. For the AGM the quorum is 50
attendees. After some to-ing and fro-ing, it was decided that there were
50 present and things could go ahead. This set me thinking about how
many people had actually registered and what might have happened if I
hadn't bothered to go.
MARKET SQUARE, STONY STRATFORD, MILTON KEYNES MK11 1BE

South Beds Classic Vehicle Show - Cross Keys, Pulloxhill. Sunday
14th August 10am - 4pm
Sand and Motorcycles – Leighton Buzzard, Sunday 25th September

To say the meeting was ill-tempered would not do it justice. It started
with issues associated with inconsistencies in the pre-meeting material
and carried on with the conduct of proxy voting. There was very little
detail or discussion about the various motions, just voting. So much so
that the phrase 'VMCC Festival of 1000 Votes' suggested itself to me.
When I got home, I downloaded both the Articles and Rules and began
to learn legalese.

Kop Hill Climb – Princes Risborough, Sat/Sun 24th-25th September
[Please let me have details of any events you’d like included]

I can't help but feel the club is in for some interesting times. The
animosity between the new President and the current Chairman was
very obvious.

The spirit of the VMCC AGM
WILL CURRY
I went to the AGM
I didn't go alone. I went with Bryan and for broadly similar reasons
which I'll come to later on. I was so full of enthusiasm I thought of
taking my vintage Ariel. It would be an early start and a 90+ mile
journey with the prospect of an evening return. Bryan expressed his
concern about the wisdom of taking the vintage Ariel in the wonderfully
short phrase "very brave". I took the modern Yamaha. Given the
weather and what happened. Bryan was absolutely correct - Thanks.
Bryan took his Commando. The route took us up the A5 and A444 and
then cross country to the National Memorial Arboretum, the venue of
the AGM. It was a tedious ride and wet in places. It also showed just
how out of practice I was at riding in company at speeds in excess of
those usually encountered on midweek runs [but still legal – Bryan].
The VMCC website seemed to imply that if I wanted to attend the AGM
I had to register and that this was done on-line. I followed the link given
and arrived at a third-party website. A free lunch was available but only
if I paid £20 up front which would be refunded as long as I turned up
and had the lunch. This also had to be done via this third-party website.
I did it with some reluctance as I wouldn't last the day without
something, but I do worry about where my details will eventually wind
up. I looked at the website's privacy policy before committing myself,
but it was as incomprehensible as the rest of them. I didn't speak
legalese. I didn't rate the food much either.
We arrived in good time and after parking a healthy walk from the venue
we made our way to the AGM. Bryan seemed to know most people
whereas I only knew Bryan. One thing I did recognise was the Morgan
'Yellow' which I hadn't seen for absolutely ages: nice. Nobody seemed
to want to know who I was, and I began to wonder about my £20 and
why I had to register in the first place. I could have been anyone, but I
still got to vote.

Bryan, in the red, receiving his award. There should be a much better
picture in the journal.

The picture Will refers to above – courtesy of Peter Henshaw
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Why did we go - we both had awards. [I tend to go most years – can’t
really explain why though; sense of duty? – Bryan] Just as the voting
could be described as 'dump and run', so could the awards presentation.
Apart from the briefest description there was nothing. I still don't know
what I did to gain this award nor who proposed me. The award itself
was a glass decanter and a certificate. The decanter would have been
mine for the year if I hadn't left it behind - deliberately. It saved me
worrying about getting it home in one piece and having to bring it back
for next year.

BEDS VMCC
NEWS
is a real treat to see machinery such as this outside of the Pioneer and
Banbury Runs.

The one and only existing James H Smith, built in Camberley, Surrey in
1904, owned by Ken Lee

'Spirit of the Club' decanter and certificate. The flash on my camera has
given the decanter a sparkle it doesn't otherwise possess.

Thank you for proposing me - it was what prompted me to consider
taking the vintage Ariel. It seemed to be in 'the spirit of the club'. In the
end I don't think anybody would have noticed.

The Roger and Arthur King
Memorial Run
As you probably know, this event was started several years ago as the
Arthur King Memorial, organised by Roger King and his family, in
memory of his father. Arthur King’s preference was for bikes of the
girder fork era so that formed the basis of eligibility for the run.
With the sad passing of Roger a few years ago, the family bravely
decided to continue with the run, despite none of them really being
motorcyclists. The run is known for its friendliness and good
organisation and has attracted a loyal following amongst a group of
riders of veteran, vintage and post-vintage machines, some hailing from
well outside the local area.

Three of the eight veteran (pre-1915) entries

The souvenir programme listed 40 entries ranging from 1904 to 1947.
On the day there were a few no-shows made up for by a few extras. It
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A confusing array of controls on the 1904 3hp James H Smith
Mike Wills’ 1912 4hp Bradbury

The 1904 Kerry owned by Alan Williams of Runwell
Roly inspecting an unusual JAP-engined Triumph Special, with a 1933
KSS Velocette in the foreground

…and away he goes, pedalling like fury – followed by VMCC pastPresident Mike Wills running and jumping on his 1912 4hp Bradbury, and
Chris Dawkins on his 1911 3½hp Triumph

1921 Baby (Junior) Triumph, 1921 Ner-a-Car, 1914 Sunbeam & 1914
Harley

Northampton Section stalwart Trevor Pinfold’s 1929 BSA S29 outfit

One of the seven Ariel entries (OK, so I don’t know which one) attracting
Will Curry’s eye
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1913 500cc Indian sandwiched between the Bradbury and Harley
Yours truly on my beloved, unrestored 1939 Triumph 500cc Speed Twin

A panoramic view of the coffee-stop in Willington

1936 New Imperial 250cc 36DL

Results:
Most admired machine – 1904 James H Smith, Ken Lee, Upminster
Best veteran - 1904 James H Smith, Ken Lee, Upminster
Best vintage – 1928 Norton Model 18, Richard Upstone, Dunstable
Most polished – 1929 Scott Squirrel, Ian Parsons, Northampton
Best combination – 1929 BSA S29, Trevor Pinfold, Northampton
Best post-vintage – 1939 Panther Model 20, Alan Berkshire,
Northampton (I might be wrong with that one)

Have you noticed... ?
WILL CURRY
Ever wondered why there are so many drooping and collapsed road
signs? What's happening to them to cause them to fall over?

Don McKeand sets off on his 1936 250cc Royal Enfield Model S under
the watchful eye of Ellis Billington

With so many more speed limits, speed bumps, build-outs and other
restrictions all requiring signs the poor sign-cleaners and menders must
be seriously over-worked.

Brent Fielder heading out on his 1937 250cc AJS

Buckinghamshire, along with some other counties, seems to have had a
policy of blanket 50mph limits on most 'A' roads for some while. This
has led to some almost farcical examples of road signage. My favourite
set of such signage is near Bicester. My friend lived at the end of a lane
turning off to the left from the main road, which is single carriageway,
level and straight at this point. The new 50mph limit on the main road
meant that the lane, already marked as a dead end and single track with
passing places now acquired a shiny new pair of derestricted signs.
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Nearer to home this turning, not even surfaced, off the A505 near
Hitchin has its appropriate signage too.

BEDS VMCC
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Starting to fulfil its destiny?

Back to the causes of these reclining road signs. Locally some are
victims of collision. I don't know the circumstances of the accident in
the picture below but whatever hit the post did so with some force. It
was struck from the direction which has priority at the build-out,
possibly because a vehicle coming the other way didn't give way. This
sign had been put up to replace the original which had suffered the same
fate. It took nearly six months for the council to get round to replacing
it. This one lasted 3 weeks but did get replaced within weeks, albeit 18"
shorter where the bent bottom was chopped off.

Finally given way: the last of the spring storms finished it off.

Laying by the side of a traffic calming build-out - a sitting duck?

This has been enough of a problem for the council to reinforce the usual
'Give way to oncoming traffic' sign with the same message in words.

What is it almost filling the post?

It's interesting to see the fate of a sign once considered important enough
to be illuminated at night. The situation two months later is that there is
a stump, carefully bandaged.

Could it be much plainer?

There is another, less obvious slayer of signposts: rust. Usually, this
scourge attacks the base of the post but in the case of the 'Give Way'
sign in the picture below it attacked higher up. This sign was once
illuminated at night but some while ago presumably as a cost saving
exercise it was turned off permanently. A few years ago, the rust
weakened the structure sufficiently for the sign to start to lean.
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Road signs aren't the only victims. This railway signal fell down after a
train passed it at high speed. For the full story visit The Rail Accident
Investigation Board's website at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment_data/file/524130/R152015_150923_Newbury.pdf
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attraction in Dundee according to TripAdvisor; that’s quite some
accolade considering it has Scott’s ship, RRS Discovery, and the V&A
Museum to compete with (by the way, I specified the concrete for the
V&A – hidden behind the louvres)

POSTSCRIPT
If anyone is interested in the history of road signs, I can recommend this
book. A lot more interesting then you might at first think - Bryan

The V&A Museum, Dundee – sorry, an indulgence, nothing to do with
old bikes. Yes, it was raining.

The Dundee Museum of
Transport
BRYAN MARSH
Passing through Dundee on my recent Scottish sojourn, I set aside time
to visit the Transport Museum – after all, who could ignore the top-rated

The first bikes one encounters in the museum are on the back of a lorry
and hence tricky to photograph. The information board declared this one
to be a 1912 Indian but “updated with a more modern engine and a
number of more modern modifications to give it the pristine look”. Not
a good start because it’s clearly a shed creation, or “evocation”, with
absolutely nothing from an original Indian motorcycle.
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A glimpse into the restoration workshop

But at least the AJS alongside was authentic enough – a 1926 2¾hp,
349cc Model G5 restored in the 1980s and subsequently tucked away
in the owner’s home until acquired by the museum.

1936 Norton with Watsonian sidecar, on loan from the Coventry
Museum of Transport

1960 Royal Enfield 350cc Bullet

1963 Balkan 250cc C2

A rarity indeed – Balkan was a manufacturer of motorcycles, mopeds
and bicycles in Lovech in communist Bulgaria from 1957 to 1975. The
similarity to the Jawa, from which the designers took inspiration, is
clear.

1912 285cc FN – one of the more interesting machines in the modest
collection but not well displayed, part-hidden by a Harley café racer.
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1912 FN – single cylinder and shaft drive
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1936 Indian Sport Scout – almost entirely original, apart from a
replacement carburettor

Honda SS50, BSA B31, LE Velocette, Harley café-racer and 1912 FN
Harley café-racer

Honda SS50 Sports Moped from the mid-1970s

Yes, it’s Chitty-Chitty Bang-Bang, our fine four-fendered friend
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