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STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Stealing the show dihe Banbury Kn
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Norm Lorton with his armful of trophies 1 were there any left
for anyone else?
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EDITORIAL

In my usual lasminute rish to put the nesletter together, lastonth | CLUB NIGHT 17 THURS, 14™ JULY 1T CARPARK
forgot to incude some pitires d the midweek run from Aarew (Sam) CONCOURS, 7.30 FOR 8PM

Samwas. So, | hope yodl forgive me including thenin this issue

Runseason i full steam and we have reports from the Gi&Run in
Dorset and the Banbury Ruas well as our owdunemidweek runFor
once | attendedhe BanbunRun neither as participant nor as a Marshall
so was free tavatch the bikes leavend grab a fewphotosof some of
our local ridersThe crowd of spectatorén the paddoclseemed down

on previous yearbButthe spectele was a good as eveHopefully, by
next year my 1919 Triumph Model H will be up and running and | can
have a go abun Rising Hill.

Ités often said that the@® not enough hours ithe day - but therée
definitely not enough weekels in the summeto avoid clashesand
forcing difficult decisionson which events to &nd. In my casd had
to miss the last club night as | was down in Glotersbireon the
Triumph TRW for theAriel OwnesdClub excdlent fiSide-valve Rallyo.
Unfortunately | brought home a souvenir in théorm of thedreaded
Covid-19 which meant | had to miss D@Midweek Run. Luckily|
was only ill for aday or so but havinto selfisolate fa five days was a

real nuisanceespecially as a commaymptomof the latest vission of Yes,itGs shiny bikenightonce againi prayfor dry weathelnd a full
Covid seems to be a bad casefichrd be bothered Almost nothing turnout Pleasedond block the cars athe other hall users who dan
got done appreciate the finery on show and will want to get out

This coming weekend isur flagship eveniiThe Albert Bown Rurno. MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH i THURS, 21ST JULY,
Anotherclash for me as | shall béoing thefiHerefadshireonthe 10.15 FOR 10.30AM FOR THE RUN, 12.30/1PM-ISH
Edged Event br the secondtime. &n making a weekend of it FOR LUNCH

travellingdown on the 1969 Triumph T100S on Friday aadhing back
on Monday.Sorry Brent, but | lookforward to receiving a reporand
pictures from théABRO. The following weekend @ off to Derbyshire
on theSilk 700S for theCrich Tramway Museus Motorcycle Day,
taking in theACU National Road Rallpnthe Saturdy.

Asusual wéll starting from the Shefford ®moral Hall car parkout,
this time wadl be finishing with lunch at thForest Centre at Marston

to pay to park butnotif you come ora bike.

Theprovisionallunchprogramme for theest of theyear is:

1 August - Musgrave Arms, Shillington (or Cross Keys,
Pulloxhill)

1 September Super Sausage, Potterspury

A quick 310-mile trip down to Yeovil ad back othemodern bikehis
week, to pi& up some auction lot€d won (and didé@ want to paythe
postag8, gave me the chance to drop into the Haynes Motor Museum
It dadew years since | last went but | was horrified to find that th
fantastic collection of British Scootersis no longer there and fa

disappared off to the I€ of Man. How could they? Pictures from the M ay M | dweek Ru N p|Ctu fes

museumnin a later issue.

. : _ , [Tharks to Sam]
Lots of wonderfulcontribubrs to thank this month Don, Kerry, Neil,

Norm, Sam Simonand Will. I hope I haved forgotten anyone. Asmentoned in the editorial, | forgot tocludethese shots from the
Bryan May Midweek Run in last mnthés newsletter

Beds Section News
UpcomingEvents

ALBERT BROWN RUN 1 SUNDAY, 26™ JUNE,
WILDEN VILLAGE HALL, 10.30AM DEPARTURE.

Too late to enter now buiike all our events, you can, of course, just e : ol
go along to tke start and/or finislilpnish) for thesights andsounds Not sure what the topic of conversation was but it looks to have been a
You might even be able to scrounge a cup of tea. source of amusement
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the heatNorman set off ahead of the pack and as we passed the layby
at Sharpenhobe appeared to be taking an early breather, so, with a
cheery wave we passed by. He caught up with me in Toddirgibn
pointing at his clutch lever, he said he was going to make for home. |
had obviously mistaken alistress signal for a greetindhorm
subsequently tells me that he had been adjusting the clutch cable, whict
was getting worse. He managed to get home natadjustment left and

has now discovered that the clutch centre was coming unsciematd

a roadside fix.

The route took us a fairly direct way via minor rogasssing through
Barton and Harlington (sparing a thought for the Cestricken Bryan
as we pssed his home), Toddington and Tebworth to Eaton Bray. From
there we turned towards Ivinghoe Beacon and climbed up the hill to the
National Trust car park for a rest stop with superbvsief Dunstable
Downs. Once we reached Ringsha#k came across agsi across most

of the roadi the dreadediRoad Ahead Closéd Fortunately my
scouting run a few days previously meant | knew that we could still get
to the turroff for Gaddesdejust before we got to the barriers with the
road cbsed. A typically misleadingit of signage.

Juneevent reports

CLUB NIGHT 17 RIDE A BIKE TO SHEFFORD
Brent tells me it was an exceifit turnoutno pictures though.

MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH i NOBBY® FARM SHOP,

BILLINGTON
[Don reportsf

s

The run through Ashridge was a delight with welcome shade
interspersed with fine viewsAfter Nettleden the route crossed the
Gade valley and then climbed steeply up through Bridens Camp
(fortunately without an apostrophe) to Gaddesdamw,Rthen from
Studham dropping down a narrow lane to Dagnall, and then passed
under the white, or now rather grey, lion on the hill at Whipsnade.
Another quick trip through Eaton Bray and we could take the road out
to Billington and the Baa Trooms atNghldh s Far m Shop.
waiting for us at the lunch stop and said he had seen Norm heading
through WoburnDining al fresco under a gazebo was very pleasant but
even with the shade provided, it was still very hot.

So that was that; or nearly. On the whgme my bike was not
Eight of us assembled on a glorious morniwgh a fine selection of responding to the throttle in the way it should. An examination revealed
classic machinery, a Kawasaki, two Hondas, two Nortons, a Velo, an that the casting of the twigrip had split allowing it to rotate around
AJS and a Royal Enfield. It was already hot enough for us to be seekingthe bars, but | made it back home with the aid of an insulating tape
shade, so a routbkat took in Ashridgé&orest provided some relief from bandage.
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distinguish them from the later 'Red Hunters'.

Anyway, my interest in Ariels has led me to be considered something
of ananorakin some circles.

will_curry
Holder of a Silver Anorak

hab

Posts: 600
Joined: Wed Oct 07, 2015 11:56 pm

Contact: @

A screenshot from the AOMCC Forum website.

1926 was when Val Page joined Ariel and started to update the range of
bikes. For the first yeaitl that happened was that the brakes were vastly
improved and the new Val Page range of engifited. There were
significant changes from then on until the end of the vintage era.

Other upcoming events

South Beds Classic Vehicle Shewross Keys, Pulloxhill. Sunday
14" August 10am 4pm

Sand and MotorcycléisLeighton BuzzardSurday 25" September

Kop Hill Climb i Princes Risborough, Sat/Sun225" September

[Pl ease | et me have detai]l s of a

That Arlel So, what about this Ariel tiacted my eye? The local registration was
WILL CURRY the first- 'KX" is a Buckinghamshire registratioso it's not travelled
very far. Next was the pillar fixing for treaddle. The one advantage to

_ _ i . this method is that the saddle can be easily adjusted for hEghshort

In the previous issue of the Newsletter there is a photo of my eye beinggyings do not make for a comfortable ride however and conversion to
attracted by an Ariel ahe RAKMR in May this year. As some of you 14 threepointmethod used on later Ariels isn't uncommon.

may have noticed, | have something of an interest in Arias. may

also have noticed | was entered on my 1929 Ariel but because of damagg
to my knee | waseduced to a modern Yamaha with an electric start.

The pillar fixing saddle

A 1929 centre-stand

The Ariel in question: | think it's a 1929 Model E and a fine example of a
Black Ariel too

Another feature is the rear stand, Ariel fitted a cestamd for 1929
which was so successfil was replaced in 1930 with a rear stand.
Ariels from 1926 through to the end of the vintage period are often Again, it's not uncommon to find 1929 models withear stand the
called 'Black Ariels'. | supposthis is because they are black and to lugs were still on the frame.
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Kathryn and decided to make a weekend of it, not knowing Dorset that
well we could do somsightseeing when | wasn't on the bikée found

a nice cottage on a farm to rent, only 2 miles from the meeting point.
There was even appropriate barn to keep my bik® i

Tension spring front forks

1929 and 1930 models featured a fork spring in tension, not Sunday dawned clearand dayd | made my way to the meeting point

compressionlt's not clear to me from the picture which one is fited &t Spire Hill Farm. There asalready a good miure of bikesand |
found a spot to park up and get a coffee.

here. What is clear is that tigear change is mounted on the frame on
an extension of the frorpetrol tank mountingFor 1930 and grthe
gearchange was mounted on the tank itself.

(not sure what the cyclist thought of it alll)

e

The speedo

A curious feature is the speedo and its cable. The cable is driven from
the front of the gearbox arldops underneath the timing caseemd
there is a clip to keep it off the exhaust pipe. It then o a speedo
attached to the top of the front forks. This isn't the usual place for the
speedownhich would have been an option in the day. Usy#ilgy are
mounted in the petrol tank onetlother side from the filler cap. What
makes it interesting, at least for me, is that the speetieedorks looks

to be a chronometric whereas the one available when the bike was new
would havebeen a PA type. These are driven at different speeds so
either the speedo drive gears in the gearbaxe been changed or the
speedo fitted must be seriously inaccurate. | didn't get the chaask to
the owner how it was set up. Another mystery to keep me awake at
night.

By the way, the gaping hole in the fragnigine plates was where the
dynamo went when one was fitted.

Giant's Run, Dorset VMCG
Sunday 29th May 2022

SIMON SMITH

The event is open to girder fork bikes of any age and is limited to 100 °
entries; it sold out quickly sowas pleased to get a confirmation email
that my 1928 Royal Enfield 180 was accepted.
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The church was of particular interest, having windows that were etched
rather than stained. Theyere made by the famous Laurence Whistler
and are rare and of exceptional quality.

| was issued with my route sheet (thanks to Bryan for the loan of his |
nifty holder) and before | knew, | was heading off!

Q 15 8 j ‘ oc

I'd had a chance to practice using a route sheet on the Roger and Arth "
King ride, so wasomfortable making my way aty own pace which
was quicker than the older, smaller bikes.

The route carried on in a southerly direction, leading me to aéwalf
cafe stop for more coffee acdke. So farthe bike was running nicely
and the original appearance drew interest from membefseqiublic
with questions like "what is it", "how old it" and "it's quite noisy, isn't
it?"

The theme of the ride was Captain T E Lawrenoel the first stop was
at Moreton to visit SNicholas Church where his funeral service was
held ando visit his grave, just nearby.

> = — el
(those Ariels get everywhere...)
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After about 45 milesand with around 20 to gbcame to a gentle incline A nice meal at the finish and a local cider and it was tinfestd off.
and when | opened thérottle the revs went ygut the speed went An excellent day, welbrganised and very friendly natives plan to
down. Slipping clutch! | eased ofind managed to gé&b the top and return next year!

stop. Looking around the bike | could see no obvious causes. Another

rider pulled upand offered assistance: | thanked him and said I'd sit 141 1
there for a bit and let it all cool down. 195OS BrltlSh MaSterplECeS

KERRY DELLAR

After 10 minutes | started up andrded on, it was still not right and
when | came into the lovelillage of Milton Abbas, lo and behold on
the right was the Hambro Arms, with many sports par&ed outside.

Perfect place to stbp

There was another rider there who was on thegirsa that | spotted
at the start, he had justown out his rear tyre and was waiting for his
wife to come and rescue him. We agreed that thwere worse places
to break down!

Hawker Hunter and from Stevenagene of thearest Vincents, only

15 are known to have been builtivhat were they 'White Shadows'
basically Black Shadow$ut by special ordefor those who did not
want this beautiful engine blacked oveso it had a lovelypolished

engine insteadDesignated 1Athe Black Shadow eing 1B, this one
also came witlluminium rims from newThere arepprox.1600 Black
Shadows.

Vincent, postwar, made around 12000 bikes whjdonsidering many

cost almost as much as a small hgissurprising although apparently
they never made any monegm them.

Familiar faces

NEIL CAIRNS

Anyway, a pint and about 30 minutes later | decided that | must press
on. | was delighted that the bike pulled fine all the way to the finish, |
deduce that it must have just gob hot.

Neil doesiit give the context of the photo buin guessing it wathe
Founderdkday Rally checkpoinat Shefford.

Road Signs: Further examples

WILL CURRY

UK roads are weltlecorated with road signs. Most are well documented
in the official government publications: 'The Official Highway &d
and 'Know Your Road Signs'here are however other, undocumented
road signs which can be very useful to the road wher appreciates
their significance. I've gathered together a few examples to share.

There are at least three sorts of road signtl¥irhose that tell us the
way at junctions.
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Secondly, those that direct us such as speed limits and No Entry signsNot so common now with the increasing use of ABS but still a good
Finally, there are those that warn us such as Steep Hill and Sharp Bendindication that not far aheasl some feature that has caught out another
The unofficial signghat follow are all of this warning variety. road user.

Horse droppings: Untouched by tyres, the horse probably isn't that far
away Nestling snugly in the hedge, the car has been there long enough for

. . . the council to mow the verge.
The sight and sometimes the smell of horse manure can be a sigh that

the road is regularlysed by horse riders. While none of use ride faster It's not often that the whole car is to be found in the hedge but
than we can stop on our side of the roathe distance we can see to be component parts such as numberplates bumpers are as common as
clear- do we? sometimes one doeshdve to get that cloge a nervous fly-tipping on the B655 from Hexton to Hitchin, a road with a poor but
horse to frighten it, especially from behind. When frightened they can deserved reputation for accidents.

kick outwith a kick which will damage both one's bike and oneself.

Horses are even more expensive tiwamage motorcycles and the  There are other indicators too that there may be hazards in the form of
exercise of a Itte discretion can save much damage to self, bike and painted accident sitesd flowers by the roadside.

overdraft.

Not a road sign as such...
Rainbow puddle

| came across this on Google Streetview while searching for the start of
Although when accompanied by clouds of oily smoke a puddle covered gne of the midweek runs.

in rainbows signifies thpresence of a Scott somewhere ahead they are
more usually a waing that the going might becomesettlingly

slippery further on. A busy mOntthr the Ajay

NEIL CAIRNS

I've been busy this month on my '52 AJS 18S. It went to the Royal
British Legion's Day at the Ace Cafe, the oldest bike there.

Skid marks
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