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EDITORIAL 
This issue is dedicated to the sad loss of our great friend Rod Atkins. 

Somehow, things wonôt be the same without him. 

 

Thanks to our contributors this month ï Brent, David, Gerry, Nige, 

Norm and Phil. Willôs article on placenames will appear next month. 

 

Bryan 

Beds Section News 

Upcoming Events 
BREAKFAST MEET, SUNDAY, 31ST JULY ï LONDON 
GLIDING CLUB, 10AM 
They do an excellent traditional breakfast. Find it on Tring Road, 

Dunstable LU6 2JP 

 

CLUB NIGHT ï THURS, 11TH AUGUST ï NOGGIN & 
NATTER, 7.30 FOR 8PM 
David Sparkes writes: 

ñHitchin Priory Rotary Club are once again organising the Pirton 

Classic Car and Motorcycle Show. Pirton Recreation Ground, Thursday 

11th August from 15-00 to 20-00hrs. Entry £5 All proceeds to the 

Rotary Clubôs local charities. Last year the weather was excellent, and 

we raised over £5000. It will be similar to last yearôs show.  

 

VMCC members will be able to visit Pirton and continue to Shefford 

for club night.ò 

 

MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH ï THURS, 18TH AUGUST, 
10.15 FOR 10.30AM FOR THE RUN, 1PM-ISH FOR 
LUNCH 
Starting from the Shefford Memorial Hall car park but, finishing with 

lunch at the Forest Centre at the Musgrave Arms, Shillington (unless 

you hear different if the meantime) 

 

The provisional lunch programme for the rest of the year is: 

¶ September - Super Sausage, Potterspury 

¶ October onwards ï TBC (no run beforehand) 

 

SUMMER SAUNTER ï SUNDAY, 21ST AUGUST  
Jordans Mill for breakfast, then depart at 10.30am for a run to an 

undisclosed location (i.e. I havenôt worked out the route yet). 

 

BREAKFAST MEET ï SUNDAY, 28TH AUGUST 
10AM 
Scald End Farm Tea Room, Mill Road, Thurleigh, Bedford MK44 2DP 

 

July event reports 
CLUB NIGHT ï CAR PARK CONCOURS 
Apologies for the sparkle effect on some of the pictures ï I wasnôt 

trying to be creative, I just knocked the setting on the camera 

 

 

Award winner ï or one just like it 

 
 

 
 

 

Award winner (red Laverda) 

 
 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x7912448259335259653&id=YN1029x7912448259335259653&q=Scald+End+Farm&name=Scald+End+Farm&cp=52.2049446105957%7e-0.46683311462402344&ppois=52.2049446105957_-0.46683311462402344_Scald+End+Farm
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Award winner 

 
 

 

 
 

MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH ï STMA TO FOREST 
CENTRE, MARSTON MORETAINE 
Many thanks to Don for an excellent route from Shefford anti-clockwise 

around Bedford to the Forest Centre. Unfortunately, Don couldnôt join 

us but we had a good turnout of nine bikes on a lovely day, thankfully 

cooler than the preceding couple of scorchers. 

 

 
 

 

Other upcoming events 
Pirton Classic Car and Motorcycle Show. Pirton recreation ground, 

Thursday 11th. August 3pm ï 8pm (see separate note above about club 

night) 

 

South Beds Classic Vehicle Show - Cross Keys, Pulloxhill. Sunday 

14th August 10am - 4pm 

 

Flitwick Car and Bike Show, Flitwick Town Centre, Sunday 21st 

August 10am ï 4pm 

 

Sand and Motorcycles ï Leighton Buzzard, Sunday 25th September  

 

Kop Hill Climb ï Princes Risborough, Sat/Sun 24th-25th September 
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Albert Brown Run 
BRENT FIELDER  
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JAP engine from a rotovator 

 

Bantam Special ï made from the best bits of each model 

 

Smallest bike 49cc Garelli Tiger - downhill as fast as possible to keep 
momentum for the difficult run uphill straight after 

Need an MoT? 
GERRY GIBBINS 

Local members have been using Brundles at Hitchin for their MOT's but 

he has ceased doing bikes. 

 

I have been recommended and received excellent service from: 

 

Morrison MOT Centre based in Wrest Park Silsoe just off the A6. 

 

Tel 01525 861467 Jim, an ardent motorcyclist, is the tester and Gary is 

the owner.  

 

They are most amenable and said they will offer a discount to our 

members.  

Rod Atkins 

Messages received 
Rod was a great character and clubman - he will be sadly missed. RIP. 

Don McKeand 

 

How very sad. One of our mainstays, particularly of quiz night when he 

and Ron used to do the scoring behind the curtains. Before that he was 

very active on the long rides out the two of them did mid-week. Glad 

that Ron stayed ówith itô right to the end. Last time I saw him he was 

just the same, still cheerful, full of stories and enthusiasm. He tried to 

buy my bike, the little Honda, from me there and then! 

Brent Fielder 

 

How sad, I always enjoyed Rods company. We talked about everything, 

from the brickmaking industry of Bedfordshire, to cleaning trials bikes 

and getting them ready for the next weekendôs events. I think Rod also 

rode a 500cc Vincent. He had a quick wit. Many years ago, a discussion 

took place as to whether we should give Christmas presents to "the 

ladies out the back who do so much for us" Rod suggested a set of 

cylinder head gaskets. 

 

He was also one of my best customers for quiz sheets, as his daughter, 

a school secretary, took them in for the staff to do during coffee breaks. 

David Sparkes 

Beyond the VMCC 
NORM LORTON  

Rod had a motorcycle interest beyond the VMCC: He was one of the 

original 18 people who met at Oakley Social Club on a cold Thursday 

evening on 29th January 2005 which resulted in the founding of Oakley 

Motorcycle Club. He was given the membership number ñ1ò. Rod was 

a regular Thursday attendee, when Shefford meets were not on, with his 

friends and took part regularly in the Easter Egg run. However, he soon 

discovered that riding his Vincent or BSA was not quite up to the road 

pace of the forty-year-olds on Fireblades and he left the road outings to 

others. The photo is of three of us at an Oakley MC AGM when our 

objective was to help clear the free buffet - we were each presented with 

this framed photo entitled óThe Gannets at the OMCô. 

 

 
 

I (Norm) first got to know Rod in the early 2000s when I moved to the 

village. He had been good friends with Ron Macbeth and George 

Wrench for a few years and they often joined with Northampton VMCC 

runs riding as a trio. On a few occasions I joined with them. If their daily 

outing totalled less than 100 miles, they felt it a poor do. Rod then joined 

me in my van on several trips to UK race circuits when I competed in 

VMCC and Lansdowne races around 2006-7. He was good pit crew and 

always was in conversation with any person wondering past within ten 

feet. After a day talking to half of humanity, he might go silent for a 

whole minute on the drive home. 

 


