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BEDS VMICC NEWS

STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Hoo’s the Fastest?
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A taster of the action in this month’s club night presentation - E. B. Ware on his 2%hp Matchless-Jap crossing the starting line at Luton Hoo in 1920
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Beds Section News
Upcoming Events

CLUB NIGHT - THURS, 8™ SEPTEMBER, 7.30 FOR

8PM - HOO’S THE FASTEST

Bryan Marsh tells the little-known story of the motorcycle speed trials
held in the grounds of the Luton Hoo stately home during the early part
of the 20" century.

MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH - THURS, 15™
SEPTEMBER, 10.15 FOR 10.30AM FOR THE RUN,

1PM-ISH FOR LUNCH
Starting from the Shefford Memorial Hall car park and finishing with
lunch at the award-winning Super Sausage, Potterspury.

This will be the last formal Midweek Run of the year. From October we
will be going back to Midweek Lunches, although there will probably
be some informal runs through the winter, weather permitting.

BREAKFAST MEET — SUNDAY, 25™ SEPTEMBER,

10AM - JORDANS MILL, BROOM

Clashing with both the Kop Hill Climb and Sand and Motorcycles (see
below), there may be some who wish to avoid the crowds at these events
and meet up at Broom for a fry-up.

The breakfast programme for the rest of the year is:
e October 30th - Danish Camp, Willington.
e November 27" - Scald End Farm, Thurleigh.

August event reports

CLUB NIGHT — NOGGIN AND NATTER

A good turnout on a lovely fine evening for a lemonade and chat in the
car park, and a look at each other’s bikes. Some came straight from the
afternoon/evening car & bike show at Pirton — see report herein.

MIDWEEK RUN & LUNCH = STMA TO SHILLINGTON

Organiser, Don McKeand writes:

“Nine participants enjoyed the cooler weather on the August mid-week
run, sharing the delights of multiple temporary traffic lights, avoiding a
brace of road closures and the evidence of a number of mains water
leaks. The road closure in Leighton Buzzard was detected in advance
and was corrected on the route sheet with an alternative route around
the town. Unfortunately, the computer file with the modified route was
corrupted and this was not discovered until the night before when an
attempt to print it, or even show it on the screen, failed. A panic measure
to recreate the route that night from shreds of memory resulted in what
looked like a useable route, but on closer examination this proved to be
an illusion.
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The mileage did not appear to match anyone’s odometer, and more
alarmingly, at one point the cumulative total appeared to suddenly
decrease before increasing again. An instruction indicated we were
heading towards a village which had just been passed through but did
not match what was actually on the road sign. A recipe for chaos? Not
with these seasoned riders who exercised their powers of mental
arithmetic and deduction to all arrive at the lunch stop.

A slight kink in the route was a result of Bryan’s last-minute brain wave
to call in at Pure Triumph for a mid-morning coffee as we were
conveniently in the vicinity. Brent and Gerry, who were well ahead of
the pack did not hear of this until the rest of us arrived quite a while after
they had got to the finish.

The Italian food at the Musgrave Arms went down very well — this is
the Bedfordshire Section’s gourmet elite after all. Gerry’s wife joined
us for lunch and was therefore able to witness her spouse’s entertaining
efforts to erect a sun umbrella, rounding off the lunch cabaret show with
an impressive demonstration of starting a Velo in only three Kicks.

Other upcoming events

Sand and Motorcycles — Leighton Buzzard, Sunday 25" September
This very popular event has been run, extremely capably, for many years
by our own Neil Cairns, but this year is being put together largely by
the VMCC National Chairman, Mario CostaSa. Volunteers to help on
the day are most welcome, especially to collect donations as people
arrive. But come along anyway and bring your bike — anything goes, it’s
not just for classics. Fingers crossed for good weather.

Autumn Gold Run — Norm Lorton writes:

“The Bedford VMCC Annual Autumn Gold Run will be held on
Saturday, 22nd October. It covers exactly 70 miles in a broad anti-
clockwise sweep around the town of Bedford, starting at Shefford
Memorial Hall at 10:30 a.m. proceeding to Cardington, Roxton and
Keysoe before a well-deserved coffee and breakfast stop halfway at
Scald Farm. The route then continues via. Carlton, Cranfield and
Millbrook to finish at The Barns, Cardington around 2:30 p.m. for yet
more enjoyable food.”

Placenames

WILL CURRY

The Spring Run had much to enjoy: a good route, a good turnout of
riders with some interesting bikes and a number of spectators and non-
VMCC motorcyclists at the start - a good opportunity to spread the
word. One aspect of the route which set me thinking was the number of
interesting placenames on it.
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At the start of the spring run

While | don't consider myself a toponymist - one who studies
placenames - | do have an interest in the English language and its
development and this is what ignited the interest in the placenames.
Some years ago, | came across the works of the Rev. W. Skeat who, as
well as his ecclesiastical duties, was Professor of Anglo Saxon at
Cambridge University and produced amongst many other works studies
of the placenames of Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire and
Huntingdonshire. These are written in the English typical of the time
and the Reverend is quite happy to fully express his opinions on the
scholarship of others.

The Reverend Walter W. Skeat

The vast majority of placenames in the region fit into one of two
categories. In the first category the first part of the placename is either
a personal name or a family name and the last part describes a feature.

An example is Blunham - "Bluna’'s home". In the second category the
first part of the placename is descriptive while the last, as above,
describes a feature. An example here is Thorncote - "Cottage by the
thorns".

What follows is a collection of placenames which interest me and some
thoughts on their origin. All but one of my choices fit into one or other
of the two categories above.
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The title page: Statements on the origins of the placenames which
follow have come from this work

Sutton. The Anglo-Saxon original is 'Suthtun' which simply means
'South farm'. There are quite a lot of Suttons. Not surprisingly there are
a fair number of Westons and Miltons too. The latter is a contraction of
Middeltun and so Milton Bryan is the middle farm of the Bryan
family.

Everton. Literally 'Boar farm' from the Anglo Saxon 'eofor' which
means boar.

Edworth. The original form seems to have been Edeworth with the
second part ‘worth' being another word for a farm but less common than
'ton". Quite what the distinction is | don't know.

Gamlingay. The last part of this name comes from the Anglo-Saxon
word for an island although this wasn't necessarily completely
surrounded by water. The 'ing' as a suffix to a name, as here, has the
meaning of 'the people of Gamel'. Thus the whole becomes 'Island of
Gamel's people’. The Wikipedia entry quotes this as "the enclosure of
Gamela's people”.

Sandy. The "ay' in Gamlingay can also appear as 'ey' and occasionally
as just 'y as here. The name comes from the Old English 'Sandieg’,
meaning a sand-island.

Biggleswade. Earlier forms include 'Bicleswade' and 'Bikeleswad'. The
first part of these names comes from Bicel meaning 'Little Bica', a
known name. The second part comes from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘waed'
which means a ford where the stream can be waded through.

Langford. This means 'long ford" with the distinction being that at a
ford there is room to get a cart through. There are many more fords than
wades, at least in this part of the world.

Moggerhanger. This name is | think somewhat later than the others. an
earlier form is 'Maugerhanger'. Mauger here could well refer to the
documented post-conquest Mauger family. The second part (hanger)
comes from the Old English ‘hangra’, meaning ‘a slope’ which is often
wooded. Together this gives '‘wooded slope of the Mauger family'.

Broom. The exception to the two-part naming, Broom simply refers to

the plant. It is mentioned in the Domesday Book as Brume which was
held by Nigel de la Vast.

Rod Atkins funeral

Rod’s daughter, Lynne, has sent a message to say how much the whole
family appreciated the efforts of the Bedford clubs to join in with the
funeral and the cortege, and could thanks be passed to all involved.

A wonderful turnout of approx. three dozen bikes — about 50:50 VMCC
and the Oakley Motorcycle Club — followed the hearse on Rod’s final
journey around Oakley, the village he called home, stopping briefly
outside his house. Once at the church, the riders formed a guard-of-
honour, stretching all the way from the church gate to the porch.
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Scenes from the motorcycle tribute at Rod’s funeral
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The Pirton Car & Bike Show

BRYAN MARSH

An extremely popular midweek afternoon/evening event run by the
Hitchin Rotary Club, raising money for charity from the £5 vehicle
entry fee. Mainly cars but a healthy contingent of bikes.
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Classic motorcycling on a budget —welcome aboard!
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1942 Harley-Davidson WLC Public debut for my Triumph Renegade — only delivered that morning
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EDITORIAL

Gosh, it’s September already — how did that happen? But we can hardly
complain —apart from a couple of scorchers when it was simply too hot,
it’s been the best summer for riding for many a year. And hopefully, it’s
not over yet — there’s the final formal midweek run and the Autumn
Gold Run still to go. Hopefully, like last year, we’ll continue with small,
informal runs through the autumn and winter. Meanwhile, the section
committee has been busy and next year’s programme is already taking
shape, and looking good with the familiar format of talks, runs, quiz
night, etc. and, of course, lots of events involving food.

Many thanks to our contributors this month — Don, Martin, Nige, Norm
and Will. It would be good to get a few more written articles.

Bryan




