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EDITORIAL

Possibly the most exciting news this month is the re-opening of the
Shuttleworth café to the public from April 1%, together with the old
entrance to avoid that awfully long detour via the new road. Less
exciting are the rumblings that can be heard from some sources about
the club at national level. Hopefully, you will glad to hear that we’ll
keep the newsletter free from such discussions — such things are for
elsewhere. March is almost upon us with, hopefully, the promise of
warmer weather and, vitally, an end to the incessant salting of the roads
that keeps so many of our prized possessions shut away

An excellent response to my appeal for content this month; many thanks
to our contributors — Chris, Don, Neil and Will. Please submit any
further contributions to me on bryan.marsh@btinternet.com

Bryan

Beds Section News
Upcoming Events

BREAKFAST MEET — SUN, 26™ FEB, SCALD END

FARM, THURLEIGH, 10AM

If you’re not off to the Bristol Classic Bike Show, then you might care
to head to the excellent tearoom at Scald End Farm. Home of the best
bacon sandwich in Bedfordshire but also traditional full breakfasts made
with local produce including homemade sausages.

INFORMAL RUN - THURS, 2"° MARCH, SHEFFORD

MEMORIAL HALL (STMA), 10.15 FOR 10.30AM

The last informal run of the winter before Don’s Midweek Runs, on the
3" Thurs of the month, start again in April. As always, “Informal”
means no route sheet - just follow-my-leader.

The run will be approx. 35 miles but may seem more as it includes some
seriously narrow lanes. The intended destination is the London Gliding
Club, nr. Dunstable.

CLUB NIGHT - INTERSECTION QUIZ, THURS, 9™

MARCH, STMA, 7.30 FOR 8.00PM

If last year is anything to go by, the number of visiting sections may be
small — so, it could be more of an intra-section quiz. Team up with a few
friends and give it go — don’t worry about not knowing the answers, you
won’t be alone.

Quizmaster is Brent, posing Will’s fiendish questions. Refreshments
will be served — a good enough reason on its own to come along.

MIDWEEK LUNCH - THURS, 16™ MARCH, DANISH
CAP, WILLINGTON, NOON

[From the Bedfordshire Archive:]

The name Danish Dock or Danish Camp became attached to the site
because the Danes, or Vikings, are known to have been active in the
area, using the River Great Ouse to attack Bedford. Most famously
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle describes an attack in 920: “At the same
time the [Danish] army came from Huntingdon and East Anglia and
made the fortress at Tempsford, and took up quarters in it and built it,
and abandoned the other fortress at Huntingdon, thinking that from
Tempsford they would reach more of the land with strife and hostility.
And they went till they reached Bedford; and the men who were inside
went out against them, and fought against them and put them to flight,
and killed a good part of them”. As can be seen from the Historic
Environment Record entry, there is no evidence of use of Danish Camp
by the Danes, the earliest firm date being from the 11th century, a
hundred years or so after the Battle of Bedford, when the site was a
moated homestead.

So, luckily, we probably won’t meet any marauding Vikings —but it’s a
jolly good place for lunch.
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BREAKFAST MEET - SUN, 26™ MARCH, JORDANS

MILL, BROOM, 10AM

If you aren’t heading to the national VMCC AGM at the National
Memorial Arboretum, then point your wheels towards Broom and one
of our favourite venues — Jordans Mill.

See the 2023 programme on the last page for future dates and venues.

Further Ahead

Bedfordshire
Fire and Rescue Service

PRESENTS
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' RIDE OUTS WITH THE 3=

Institute of Advanced Motorists ) AN
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FREE TEA & COFFEE

Our Spring Start-Up hosts a mix of bike clubs, trade
stands and organisations ... and there is free tea & coffee!

11am - 3pm FRIDAY
7 APRIL 2023

FIRE BIKES | OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB | BIKE TRAC | HELITE UK
DG RIDER COACHING | BLOOD BIKES |

AND MORE TBC...

AT LUTON FIRE STATION

Studley Rd, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU3 1BB
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We have a pitch booked at the Spring Start Up, so we will need a few
bikes to display. Anything welcome but late classics are likely to be of
the most interest to the people this event attracts.

AUTOJUMBLE, SAT 29™ APRIL

Yardley Gobion Village Hall. Run by the local branch of the Royal
Enfield Owners Club, but all makes catered for. Stalls can be booked by
contacting Mark Mumford on 01908 542990.

February event reports

INFORMAL RUN = THE GIDDY GOAT RISELEY, AND
HANGER TOUR

There’s always something that needs fettling before we get on our way

At the specific request of at least one rider from the more northern part
of the county, we headed into those parts for the February Informal Run.
A route of just over 40 miles (despite appearing to be only 36 miles
when | planned it out on the map) took us on a fairly rural route from
Shefford through Houghton Conquest, Marston Moretaine, Wooton,
Stagsden, Stevington, Sharnbrook and up to the Giddy Goat café in
Riseley. Unbeknown to us, we arrived on the opening day of their new
indoor extension and were among the first people to use the new room
— much to the disgust of a group of ladies who had hoped to gain that
honour.

An excellent turnout of eight bikes and riders, plus another two
independent travellers of the four-wheeled persuasion who joined us at
the café; all no doubt attracted by the very kind offer from Chris Davey
to give us a hanger tour at the nearby Sackville Farm Airfield, where he
spends a lot of his time.
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Socially-distanced parking at the Giddy Goat

After an excellent lunch we headed just a short distance up the road to
the turn for Sackville Farm and a long, very bumpy lane up to the
hangers where Chris gave us an extremely enjoyable and informative
introduction to the various microlights and light airplanes housed in the
hangers there. | don’t think any of us had a clue that there was even an
airfield there.
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The array of bikes outside the hanger having survived the bumpy track
from the main road
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One of the lightweight planes in the hanger. Sorry, didn’t take notes so
can’t tell you what it is.

Unfortunately, we were only able to give very short notice of Chris’
kind offer or, I’m sure, many others would have liked to come along. If
anyone has any suggestions, or similar offers, of other local places we
could visit on our runs, please let me know and we’ll see what we can
do. It wouldn’t need to coincide with our normal run days.

PAGE 3



FEBRUARY 24 2023 // ISSUE SIXTY

CLUB NIGHT
BRAITHWAITE

“GYROCOPTERS” BY ROBIN

Continuing on an aerial theme (no, not the Selly Oak machines), Robin
gave a very polished and informed presentation on gyrocopters, being
an owner and pilot himself. Apparently, they are much safer than
helicopters because if the engine stops, the rotor blades don’t (because
they’re not driven by the engine) and the machine will glide down to a
safe landing in the nearest cabbage patch or ever. That might reassure
some but the spindly nature of some of them, with little or no bodywork,
would scare the life out of me.

Robin had hoped to bring one along to the meeting but a quick
measuring up of the doors at STMA showed it wouldn’t fit. Hopefully,
he may be able to bring one to the carpark at one of the summer
clubnights.

Robin in full flow during his very professional presentation

MIDWEEK LUNCH - MUSGRAVE ARMS,
SHILLINGTON

They do excellent Italian food at the Musgrave Arms, as proven by the

seven of us that attended the midweek lunch meeting. Good food + good
company = good times.

The Page Four Girl (& Cat)

‘-; ’
URRICANE
New for '72, the X-75 Hurricane.
For Wild-life enthusiasts everywhere.

2023 is the 50" anniversary of the Triumph X-75 Hurricane
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A Problem with Brake Cables

WILL CURRY

Once again, the Jawa sidecar outfit has thrown me a challenge. As you
may remember the last one was a hydraulic disc brake which wouldn't
bleed. This time is also brake-related but cables this time.

In the recent freezing weather at one point the back brake pedal wouldn't
move. This is, of course just the sort of weather when the sidecar is very
useful as it is much harder to fall from a sidecar than a solo.

Being a sidecar and quite a sophisticated one at that, there are brakes on
both the back and the sidecar wheel. Not being overly sophisticated both
brakes are cable operated from the back brake pedal on the bike. A bit
of grovelling around in the frost and dead leaves revealed that the
operating arms on the brakes themselves were free. The obvious
conclusion to jump to is that one or both cables are frozen.

Whatever advantages a sidecar might possess and there must be some
because I've got two sidecars, accessibility isn't one of them. Another
omen whose significance escaped me at the time was that the Jawa
manual, quite detailed on some subjects, was silent on the subject of
brake cables.
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It is possible, just, to see the brake arm under the silencer

At the brake end, the cable has a long, threaded portion with a wing nut
which butts up against a trunnion in the operating arm. This nut has to
be unscrewed completely. This is much easier once the road dirt which
is stuck to the threads by the grease used to prevent the threads rusting,
is removed.

AN

«

Detail of the back brake from over the sidecar

It doesn't matter too much whether one leans over the back of the bike
or the back of the sidecar as neither is either comfortable or convenient.
Once the nut is off the cable can be pulled free of the trunnion and its
abutment on the brake plate. The trunnion, like the wing nut is magnetic
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and so can be found in the dead leaves quite easily with a magnet - along
with quite a lot of similarly magnetic detritus.

The pedal end of the brake cables. The pedal is the other side of the
bike.

At the pedal end of the cable there is a large hook which fits into the
operating arm of the brake pedal. This arm is secured through its centre
to the spines on the brake pedal cross shaft with a large nut and washer.
The rear brake cable connects to the upper arm and the sidecar brake to
the lower arm. The abutment for the rear brake cable outer is on the
frame of the bike and is significantly higher than the top the arm while
the abutment for the sidecar brake is on the rider's footrest and
significantly lower than the end of the arm. The consequence of this
arrangement will become clear later.

Things would have been so much less difficult with the wheel removed

The sidecar brake cable is exactly the same as the rear brake cable
except that instead of being about two feet long it must be nearer eight
feet long. While the rear brake cable came off relatively easily it took
some thought to work out how the get the sidecar brake cable out from
the sidecar mudguard. It just takes the sidecar to be jacked up enough
for the sidecar wheel to be free to rotate and with the threaded end of
the cable pulled towards the wheel rim in one of the wide gaps between
spokes. With hindsight it might have been easier to take the wheel off.

With the cables off the next part of the challenge became clear. | have a
hydraulic cable oiler which has served me well for many years but there
was no way the hook would fit in and the threaded end was far too long
for the top of the cable oiler to fit.

| fitted the cable oiler around the threaded end of the rear brake cable
and added some oil. While I was looking for something to hang the cable
oiler from the oil began to dribble out of the other end of the cable. I'd
expected it would take hours, if indeed it ever made it out at all. | wiped
up the oil from the carpet and transferred the cable oiler to the sidecar
cable. This | hoisted into the rafters with quite a quantity of water
coming out of the other end even before I'd managed to get drip tray in
place. It took the oil about half an hour to appear. | worked some grease
into the ends of the cables and went to refit then.

At this point it occurred to me that the brake pedal was still in the
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operating position. | pushed on it with my boot to no effect. Between
the operating arm and the bike's frame was a rubber washer, split at the
top in exactly the right place to direct any water into the cross-shaft
housing. I went inside back into the warm.

| got back to the challenge the following afternoon and was greeted with
the brake pedal now pointing down. Removing the large nut and washer
enabled me to pull the pedal and cross shaft out of the housing. Water
came out as | did it. | ordered replacement seals, there was one on the
pedal side as well, with that joy of Jawa ownership as the postage and
packing cost more than the parts themselves. With new seals everything
went back as well as one might expect. I'll put a length of string on the
threaded end of the sidecar cable to make getting it back through the
sidecar mudguard less of a battle.

| also put a big dollop of thick grease around the sidecar cable abutment
at the pedal end too. Being lower than the operating arm means that any
water on the arm or the inner of the cable is funneled into the cable itself.

All I need now is another period of sub-zero weather to satisfy me that
my efforts have not been in vain.

Valve seals

NEIL CAIRNS

Ilustration No. C.12.
Exploded view of the valve,
springs, oil seal and retainers.

. Craoss sectional viu.w of 1275 cc valve components

. Component parts of valve assembly (early type)

A Double valve spring 1 Split cotters 4 Inner spring (12G and
B Single valve spring 2 Retaining cup 9.75: 1c.r. engines)
Inset shows correct location of valve seat at bottom of cotter 3 OQuter spring 5 Valve guide

k groove J

At the lunch this month the subject of valve guide oil leakage arose. I've
had a lot to do with BMC car engines through the MG Car Club and MG
Octagon Car Club, and have actually written a book on " MG Engines
1935-1998". | do tech-advice via two FB pages on these engines and
often get asked about high oil consumption. Motorcycle valve guides
are no different to car engines basically. When new, many BMC engines
had a little 'O’ ring seal fitted to the top of the valve stem, and then
'trapped’ between the collets and the spring collar (see diagram). Today
we have a huge number of enthusiasts for old cars/bikes who have little
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engineering experience. Many fit this 'O’ ring on the stem and fail to
‘trap’ it and it does nothing. The seal turns the collar into a 'table’ so the
oil runs off the edge and not down the valve stem and into the valve
guide. Oil mist is normally sufficient for the lubrication of the valves,
the low pressure in the inlet port also drawing the oil down the stem. If
the guide is badly worn, this sucking can produce high oil consumption
and a smoky exhaust; it is easy to check as closing the throttle on a
down-hill road, then opening up at the bottom of the hill, will produce
a cloud of blue smoke. A temporary cure is to fit the later ‘cap’ type oil
seal (see diagram) where the seal clips over the top of the guide (there
is usually a little groove for the seal to grip on). But a warning here,
fitting this type of cap-seal to the exhaust guide may cause it to seize up
as there is no 'vacuum' to pull the oil down the stem; the sealing now
being too good! If you have double-springs on your engine, fitting the
cap-seal may prove difficult as the internal diameter of the inner spring
may not permit enough room for one. It is not unknown for the inner
spring to pull the cap seal off the guide top. If you need seals of the ‘cap’
type, most MG/Morris/Austin classic car specialists will sell you a
packet of 8, they only fit 1/4" dia stems. The Ford 'Kent' engine uses
something similar, but they are very bulky.

Winter Wonderland?

BRYAN MARSH

AR \ 45 2 oM RS\ il B
This was December in either 1984 or 1985, with my Yamaha XJ650RJ
“Seca” alongside the frozen Bow River somewhere between Calgary
and Banff in Alberta, Canada. Normally, that time of year it would be
minus God-knows-what but they get these occasional Chinook winds
that cause a dramatic rise in temperature for a few days — so muggings-
here had to make the most of the chance for a rare winter outing on the
bike. The XJ650RJ proved not be popular in Canada, probably because
of the “European” styling, rather than the cruisers they preferred. This
was good news for me as | managed to buy this brand-new-in-the-crate
two-year old bike for a song.

\

This was early September in Calgary with my XJ650RJ hiding under a
deep layer of “wet snow” following an unexpected storm — if I knew it
was coming, | would have covered the bike. It doesn’t usually snow
there much until about December when it’s much colder and the snow
is drier, like powder, and doesn’t drift like this. And that’s my first car
behind it —a 5.75 litre V-8 Ford “family wagon” bought very cheaply.
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Back home, and trail-riding in the Lake District — here with my good
friend “Dave the Tent” at the entrance to Gatesgarth before a very tricky
climb. I’d only ever been up it once before and, at the time, said |
wouldn’t like to try it in the wet — then the next time it was like this! It’s
a long, steep and narrow non-stop climb on loose stones that, of course,
you can’t see under a covering of snow. Oh, what fun we had! The bike
is a Honda TLR 200 — essentially a road-legal trials bike; almost
cheating.

Gratuitous Triumph Picture

| say, Darling, isn’t it simply spiffling.

National Motorcycle Museum
Live

CHRIS SAWYER

Its Saturday, 29 October 2022 and it’s the Live event at the NMM. As
entry is free (not car parking!) I decide to go with my friend Gordon. |
haven’t been here since before the conflagration and, judging by the
roads, before the M6 toll road as well.

On arrival, the place is rammed but there’s plenty of room to wander
around the exhibit halls. Apart from the bikes on show, all British in
case you didn’t know, the ‘Live’ part of it comprises various
motorcycling ‘royalty’, i.e. Henry Cole (described as ‘popular
personality’) with cronies. Also, Steve Plater and Steve Parish.
Basically, hosting chit-chat. We don’t do all this but, on popping a head
into the conference hall, it’s packed with people who seem to be finding
something funny.
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There’s also hosted starting up of noisy race bikes. As there are trade
stands, there is also a thing called “meet the experts” such as the people
from the trade stands and some known faces from bike history, like
Norman Hyde.

Finally, there’s a guided tour of the museum by Rick Parkington, who
many of you will know as a Blackburne expert and journalist.

I would say that a lot of this would be really interesting, and you could
probably fill a whole day without even going into the museum. Even if
you don’t find Henry Cole riveting, he had Sam Lovegrove and Alan
Millyard with him, who do know what they’re talking about.

So on into Hall 1 of the museum and, even if you’ve seen it before, if
you like bikes this is just eye-popping. Not long into the really old stuff
and | find something familiar, a JES. This is the real deal, a 1919 4-
stroke one, as opposed to my odd 2-stroke. This one was fully restored
and not painted in camper van blue like mine!

1919 JES

Onward into Hall 2 and | find something of real interest to me as the
owner of a Brockhouse Corgi, in the form of a genuine Welbike, the
military predecessor of the civilian Corgi. The Welbike is complete with
its parachute drop cylinder, something I’ve only seen in photos. Real
Welbikes are now going for Gold Star money. Most seem to be used as
ornaments! There was a Corgi on display in the entrance hall as well.

WW?2 Welbike in its parachute drop cylinder

What about Cottons? Well, wait no longer as further on were a nice
couple of pre-war specimens. Firstly a 1936 twin port Supersport with
a 500 Blackburne engine. As with all the other bikes it’s in showroom
condition.

Alongside the 1936 machine is something I thought rather odd, a 1928
flat tanker. Now | thought 1928 should make it a saddle tank machine
like mine, but the display board reveals it to be 350 Model 7 and that
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touring side-valvers still used the flat tank (use up stock?). This being
an outside flywheel Blackburne, the board says that a JAP engine was
also available as Model 7J. Shame I didn’t see any of the later Cottons.

-
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A couple of Cottons

| couldn’t even begin to describe the other exhibits, suffice to say that
all of my random collection of powered 2-wheelers were represented,
The Cotton, The Greeves, LE Velo, Triumph T140, Cyclemaster, JES
and, last but not least, the little Corgi.

The day had flown by, so we headed out although | was detained by a
really nice Rex Acme TT rep. Looking down to see if it was a
Blackburne engine, | see it’s one of the rare Parallel Pushrod racing
engines of which | have written much recently. The engine, GTC 105,
was a known one, so no new discovery. If you’ve got deep pockets, it
was for sale on H&H auctions.

Really, just to do justice to the NMM, you probably need a couple of

full days. Go alone or with someone who doesn’t get bored of old bikes
after a couple of hours! All this and Henry Cole as well!

The original Albert Brown
Trophy events — Part 2 (1905)

BRYAN MARSH

POSTSCRIPT TO PART 1:

The Saffron Walden Weekly News of Friday, 10" April 1925 contained
a write-up of the 25" anniversary celebration for the “well known motor
firm” of King and Harper; Mr. King having been the winner of the first
Albert Brown Event.

In the year 1897 or 1898, he saw a motor for the first time. It was a 2%
hp De Dion tricycle, brought from Paris by the Hon C S Rolls of Rolls-
Royce fame, who was then up at college; he also brought a French
mechanic with him to take care of it, for at that time there were no
garages or mechanics about the Cambridge area. Mr. King borrowed it
together with his French mechanic and, with a trailer attached, drove it
to Ely and back. This journey was accomplished without a breakdown,
which was something of a record in those days. This made him anxious
to learn more about motors. To gain knowledge, he decided to get a De
Dion engine and parts and build up a complete motor tricycle. This was
undoubtedly the first motor vehicle to be built in Cambridge, and
certainly one of the first running in Cambridge. This was followed by
building motor bicycles which were named after himself.

In 1902 they exhibited King motor bicycles at the Crystal Palace Motor
Show, which was open to the world, and were awarded a gold medal for
the best British-built motor bicycle with De Dion engine. As a result of
success they secured many orders for motor bicycles. The continued
success of the King motor bicycle undoubtedly laid the foundation of
the motor business of King and Harper.
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Mr. Harper added that Mr. King was one of the founders of the
Cambridgeshire Motor Club and had won silver medals and certificates
in 1903/4 for the 1000-mile reliability trials; he had also won the famous
Albert Brown trophy. This was later converted into a loving cup much
to the enjoyment of company.

So now we know what became of the original Albert Brown Trophy,
and there must have been a new one for the second event.

The original Albert Brown silver rose bowl trophy

[This is the second of two articles I have written for the Harlington
Heritage Trust newsletter based on a presentation | gave them last
month, similar to the one | gave to our section a few years ago]

The 2" Albert Brown Trophy Competition took place on October 7%,
1905. This time the event was “closed to club”, open only to members
of The Motor Cycling Club itself, with an entry fee of 5s. Again, the
motorcycles had to be entirely of British manufacture and, this time,
there were money prizes for second and third places, a special gold
medal for the best tricar, and certificates for all drivers qualifying for
the final. The trial took a similar format of 100 miles non-stop before an
hour-long lunch stop, then a further 50 miles non-stop after lunch but,
this time, the morning run was a single 100 miles run from Redbourn to
Braunston (the other side of Daventry) and back, rather than the two
legs of 50 miles used in the first event the previous year. Each 50 miles
had to be covered in not less than 2 hrs 40 mins but no more than 3 hrs.
The non-stop rules were the same as before: no dismounting from the
machine, and the only adjustments that were permitted were those that
could be made from the saddle whilst riding along.

The start at the top of the hill in Redbourn

It was still dark when the competitors got up, and the weather didn’t
look very inviting. A cold wind began to blow gently from the north-
west, and there was a fine drizzle - not particularly ideal for a long day’s
riding. On their way to the start, about 400 yards from the Bull Hotel,
the only lady entrant, Miss Muriel Hind, seemed to be having some
trouble. Every time she let the clutch in on her tri-car the engine stopped,
and it sounded like she wasn’t opening the throttle wide enough.
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Nevertheless, she just about made it to the top of the slight rise to where
the timekeeper and other officials were stationed. They asked her if she
was indeed opening the throttle as wide as she could, and she said she
was. But when she had a good look around the machine, she found that
the rod operating the throttle had come adrift. Departure time was
rapidly approaching but many willing hands leapt to her assistance and
helped her to jury-rig the rod in the hope that it would hold out for the
duration of the event.

First man away was Rupert Brice on the 3% hp Brown at just after 6am,
with the others following at short intervals. By then it was raining just a
trifle and still very cold. It was reported, with more than a little
exaggeration I’m sure, that policemen lined the road from the start all
the way to the 50-mile turning point, making notes and jotting down
registration numbers, but didn’t actually interfere with any of the
competitors. This was possibly at the behest of Col. Daniels, the
Hertfordshire police chief, who had been rather brassed off by the
commotion caused as they passed repeatedly through Markyate on a
similar event the previous year. Also, following an accident in Markyate
earlier that year, whereby a young child had been knocked down and
killed by a car, the police had become much stricter on motorists in the
county.

Brice (right) followed by Penzer and Booth

Through Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire, the roads were reported to
have been in splendid order but in Buckinghamshire they had evidently
been neglected. There was even a steam-roller hard at work at Fenny
Stratford where there were several unrolled patches that the riders had
to negotiate with care. Once into Warwickshire, the roads were good
again, although the editor of the Motor Cycle magazine remarked that
they wouldn’t have said that if they’d gone past Braunston!

Before they got to Dunstable, Bindoff was already in trouble with a
broken petrol pipe on his Rex. But all was going well for the others.
They turned around at Braunston Station, luckily the skies cleared, and
it continued fine for the rest of the day.

Just after midday, Brice was the first man back to Redbourn, followed
by the other survivors of the first 100 miles. Poor Miss Hind had been
in trouble again, and complained of water in the petrol tank, but was
determined to see the trial through, despite having made two stops
which had officially put her out of the competition. As well as Bindoff,
Bright also had problems with a broken petrol pipe, and Badenoch
suffered electrical trouble. The night before the event, the officials had
discovered that one of his accumulators was foreign, so he had to change
it for a British-made one but unfortunately it wasn’t fully charged.
Jacobs got into trouble with his trembler, and Crump had to retire with
a frozen carburettor.

After a good lunch and an hour’s rest, they were started off again on the
final fifty-mile leg over part of the same route, presumably to Stony
Stratford and back. Brice was home again first at 18 minutes past four.
Hooydonk had rather bad luck at Brickhill when his supposed automatic
carburettor failed to act automatically and he stopped momentarily,
putting him out of the contest.

PAGE 8



FEBRUARY 24 2023 // ISSUE SIXTY

Getting back soon after four should have left plenty of time to hold the
final eliminating round, have tea, hear the results, and get well on the
way home before lighting up time at 6.15pm. But, for some reason, the
officials hadn’t taken the opportunity to set up the hill-climb, speed and
brake tests whilst the riders were out on the final 50-mile leg, and it took
them a while to get things going.

The test hill was on a by-road east of the High Street in Redbourn;
described as a short but stiff climb reaching about 1-in-9 at the steepest
part, which would probably have been the road up to Harpenden, known
then as Harpenden Lane. The competitors were lined up about five yards
short of a dried up watersplash, roughly where the roundabout is now
on the by-pass, leaving very little run-up before the hill itself. There was
then another delay whilst the officials measured the distances. But, once
it got going, everything seemed very well organised. Officials were
placed at each of the bends on the hill and waved handkerchiefs to signal
to the next marshal when the riders were approaching.

The watersplash and Harpenden Lane, used for the hill climb test

Brice, Gunn, Betts, Riley, Ashworth, and Miss Hind (still riding
unofficially) took the hill in good style. Pemberton didn’t do so well,
making an exceptionally poor start - but complained the delicate parts
of his Simms magneto had been disturbed by being poked by an over-
zealous official trying to discover whether it was of British manufacture
or not. Panzer and Booth complained that there wasn’t enough run-up
to get their small machines going before they were up against the
gradient. And Booth was suffering the same problem with his automatic
carburettor as Hooydonk had suffered at Brickhill. Lowe, Reynolds and
Hart also failed on the hill, probably also because of the lack of run-up
to get going properly.

After the hill climb there was yet another wait whilst the officials
measured up the course for the speed and brake tests. Then, at teatime,
when everyone expected the results to be given out, they were told they
had to repeat the brake and speed tests because Brice, Platt-Betts and
Ashworth had tied in the bicycle class, and so had Gunn and Riley in
the tricar class. But it was getting late, so they hurried up to complete
the course by the light of their acetylene lamps.

Victor Riley was using an unfamiliar carburettor on his Riley tricar, with
the controls reversed compared to what he was used to and, in the
excitement of the final test, opened the air instead of the throttle and
slowed down rather than speeding up, relegating him to second place
behind Wilbur Gunn and his 10hp Lagonda.

The Albert Brown Cup for the motorcycle entrants went to Rupert Brice
on his 3% hp Brown, with Ashworth taking the second prize of five
guineas (£450 in today’s value) on a 4'2 hp Lagonda, and Platt-Betts
third on a 3 hp Lagonda, or possibly a Rover depending on which
contemporary report you care to believe. Miss Hind’s plucky, though
unsuccessful, attempt was rewarded by the judges awarding her a
special certificate. In a splendidly patronizing way, the Motor Cycle
correspondent said that it certainly spoke well for her and her Singer
tricar that she could drive the 150 miles in a day with only two stops
(despite the whole point of the contest being to do it with no
unscheduled stops). She later said in an interview, that she found
motorists were very kind in proffering assistance when any little
difficulty arose.

BEDS VMCC

The winner, Mr. Rupert Brice, on his 3% hp Brown

From 1906, the annual Albert Brown Trophy event saw a radical
departure from the first two. Although still organized by the Motor
Cycling Club, rather than for motorcycles, the event became exclusively
for cars; the Brown Brothers also being car manufacturers. Permission
to hold the event from the usual Redbourn start was refused by The
Chief Constable of Hertfordshire Police who advised the organisers that
he did not think it advisable to hold the event in the area, probably
because of the previous year’s Markyate fatality, so the start was moved
away from this area to the Royal Hotel in Slough and continued for
several more years.

The new, perpetual, Albert Brown Trophy for the car events
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Woburn Triumph Classic Meet

BRYAN MARSH

The “Stop-and-Stuff” (awful name!) café at Pure Triumph in Woburn
held their first classic bike (& car) meet of the season last Saturday —
and boy, was it popular! Unfortunately, the café is small so the wait for
food can be excessive. Now held every third Saturday of the month.

A trio of Jimmy James — Cadet and two Captains, | think — all belonging
to the same headless young lady (lousy photographer)
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Tastefully modified Triumph T140E Bonneville with Kawasaki swinging
arm and twin disc front end

3 7 .< ‘ ', ,“':- :'- .>'~ ,'_"\' ;.;'. " ,‘v 24 : 4- o ; :- ~ - ¥ .
Rocker era 1954 Triumph Tiger 100, complete with ageing Rocker The Marsh motorcycle, USA [no relation]
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2023

[NB. Start venue for Autumn Gold Run corrected]

26 Feb

09 Mar
16 Mar
26 Mar
07 Apr

13 Apr

16 Apr

20 Apr

30 Apr

11 May
14 May
15 May
18 May
28 May
08 June
15 June
25 June
02 July
13 July
20 July
30 July
10 Aug
17 Aug
27 Aug
14 Sept
21 Sept
24 Sept
24 Sept
12 Oct

19 Oct

21 Oct

29 Oct

09 Nov
16 Nov
26 Nov
14 Dec
21 Dec
26 Dec
31 Dec

Breakfast Meet - Scald End Farm, Thurleigh
Club Night - Intersection Quiz Night

Midweek Lunch - Danish Camp, Willington
Breakfast Meet - Jordans Mill, Broom

Spring Start Up — Luton Fire Station (non-VMCC event)
Club Night — SERV Herts & Beds - Blood Bikes
Spring Run — Jordans Mill, Broom

Midweek Run - STMA

VMCC Founders Relay Rally/Coffee - STMA
Club Night - Fish and Chips Night

Roger & Arthur King Memorial Run - STMA
Ride to Velo Club - Rose & Crown, Ridgmont
Midweek Run - STMA

Breakfast Meet - Danish Camp, Willington

Club Night - Ride a Bike to Shefford Night
Midweek Run - STMA

Breakfast Meet - Flitvale Garden Centre, Westoning
Albert Brown Run - Wilden Village Hall

Club Night - Car Park Concours Competition
Midweek Run - STMA

Breakfast Meet - Toby Carvery, Bedford

Club Night - Noggin and Natter

Midweek Run - STMA

Summer Saunter/Breakfast Meet - TBA

Club Night - Moto Giro (Gordon Hallett)
Midweek Run - STMA

Sand & Motorcycles, Leighton Buzzard
Breakfast Meet - Scald End Farm, Thurleigh
Club Night — Bradbury Motorcycles (Mike Wills)
Midweek Lunch - Cross Keys, Pulloxhill
Autumn Gold Run - Saturday! — Jordans Mill
Breakfast Meet - Danish Camp, Willington

Club Night - AGM and Slideshow

Midweek Lunch - Scald End Farm, Thurleigh
Breakfast Meet - Flitvale Garden Centre, Westoning
Club Night - Xmas Bash and Auction

Midweek Lunch - Toby Carvery, Bedford
Boxing Day Meet - TBA

Breakfast Meet - Jordans Mill, Broom

PAGE 11



