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BEDS VMCC NEWS 
STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

 

 

The riding season is upon us 
 

 

 

A rare sight – Pat Turley’s glorious New Hudson, photographed by Brent on 
the Spring Run 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Hooray, this newsletter is appearing on time – helped significantly by 

the rain this evening making mountain biking rather unattractive. 

 

As you will see below there’s an awful lot going on in the next few 

weeks: buy some bits, get fed, ride your bike, meet others and, in a few 

more weeks’ time, plenty of chances to show off your pride and joy. 

 

Many thanks to our contributors this month – Brent, Kerry and Will. 

Please submit any further contributions to me on 

bryan.marsh@btinternet.com 

 

Bryan 

Beds Section News 

Upcoming Events 
 
REOC MINI-AUTOJUMBLE AND BIKE SOCIAL, SAT 
29TH APRIL 
 

 
 

As you can see from the new title this has now been re-branded as a 

mini autojumble (no, not for mini cars) and a social get-together (and 

the entry fee has been reduced by a quid). This is the new “flyer”: 

 

Saturday 29th April at Yardley Gobion Village Hall, Chestnut 

Road, Yardley Gobion, Northamptonshire, NN12 7TW. 9:30am-

4pm  

  

Organised by the Royal Enfield Owners Club, but items of all makes 

are welcome, including complete bikes and projects, plus accessories, 

clothing, tools and literature. There is a display area outside as well as 

outside pitches for larger traders and vans. This is your chance to shift 

all the odds and ends you don't need and that have been cluttering up 

your workshop over winter or longer, and hopefully pick up a bargain!  

  

We will be serving tea and coffee in the Hall as well as cake and biscuits, 

so bring your bike and have a chat, a cuppa and some cake! This is a 

charity event with all profits in aid of Alzheimers’ Research UK.  

  

The village of Yardley Gobion is in Northamptonshire, just off the A5 

south of Towcester or north of Milton Keynes and not far from Junction 

15 of the M1. The Hall will be signposted from all 3 access roads into 

the village. Parking at the Hall will be for stallholders only, but there is 

plenty of parking nearby on the High Street, (N.B. NO parking on 

Chestnut Road, outside the Village Hall) and in the adjacent pub car 

park 3 minutes’ walk away. (The Coffee Pot Tavern, NN12 7TN). There 

is also a dedicated parking area for stallholders next to the Hall.   

  

Doors will open to the public at 9:30am and close at 4.00pm. £3 entry 

per person (no concessions as it’s a charity event). Stallholders £5 per 

table indoors, £10 for an outdoor pitch (van sized.) Complete bikes and 

projects outside only please, in the display area.  

   

Your stallholder entry fee gets you two wrist bands so feel free to bring 

a helper. Stalls set up from 08.00 and clear by 17.00 please. Contact 

Mark at trials59@yahoo.co.uk  or 01908 542990 for bookings and 

further information. 

 

FOUNDERS RELAY RALLY – SUN, 30TH APRIL 
We are running our usual checkpoint at the Shefford Memorial Hall 

from 9.45am to 5pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits aplenty from kick-off – 

maybe something more substantial by lunchtime, depending on how 

adventurous the volunteers feel on the day. The obvious place to start or 

finish if you’re riding but, if not, please just pop along and say hello and 

meet any passing riders from other sections. 

 
CLUB NIGHT – FISH & CHIPS - THURS, 11TH MAY, 
STMA, 7.30 FOR 8.00PM 
 

 
 

Please, please, please don’t eat at home before you come to Shefford 

(unless you’re particularly hungry). We need lots of takers to make it 

worthwhile for the chip van to visit us and maintain this traditional event 

in our events calendar. To encourage this, we are heavily subsidising 

this from club funds – fish, chips and peas/beans for just a fiver 

(normally £8.50). Bargain, or what? 

   
ROGER & ARTHUR KING MEMORIAL RUN – 14TH 
MAY, STMA, 10.30AM DEPARTURE 
 

Who needs the Pioneer or Banbury Runs, when we have the splendid 

RAKM Run right here on our doorstep? A prime event in our calendar 

and organised entirely by the King family, with a little help with the 

route from Will Curry. With the entry restricted to veteran, vintage and 

post-vintage machines with girder forks, the event attracts a wonderful 

collection of bikes, the likes of which are seldom seen out on the roads 

at other times. 

 

Don’t worry if you don’t have an eligible bike, just come along to the 

start at STMA and enjoy the sights, sounds and smells from times long 

gone. 

 

RIDE TO VELO CLUB – 15TH MAY, ROSE & CROWN, 
RIDGMONT, FROM 7.30PM 
 

This is what Hoppy used to call an “anti-social run”, i.e. make your own 

way to Ridgmont, where we will meet with those nice Velo-Fellows, 

and enjoy a few snacks whilst showing them that motorcycles don’t all 

have to be black with gold pin-striping. 

 

MIDWEEK RUN – THURS, 18TH MAY, SHEFFORD 
MEMORIAL HALL (STMA), 10.15 FOR 10.30AM 
 

The second of Don’s Midweek Runs to an, as yet, undisclosed 

destination – but rest assured, it’ll serve food and it’ll be a really good 

route to get there. Route sheets will be provided so you can either ride 

at your own pace, or tag on to the person in front and hope they don’t 

get lost. 

 

mailto:bryan.marsh@btinternet.com
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Further ahead 
CLASSIC STONY – 4TH JUNE 
This is an informal gathering of like-minded individuals. It’s organised 

by a team of enthusiastic volunteers (in aid of Willen Hospice) - if its 

anything like previous years there will be all sorts of vehicles turning up 

from the concours 'like new' vehicles to vehicles that have been very 

well used.  

 

'Doors' open at 9.30am and it winds up at 4.00pm. Motorcycles are not 

required to pre-book, just show up and head to the Market Square in 

Stony Stratford. 

 

ANGLIA AT SHUTTLEWORTH - WEDS 26TH JULY 
Anglia Section have a ride to the Shuttleworth café on Wednesday, 26th 

and have invited us to join them there. Jolly decent of them. 

 
SOUTH BEDS CLASSIC SHOW – 13TH AUGUST 
The South Bedfordshire Classic Vehicle Show 2023 takes place as usual 

on the second Sunday in August (Sunday 13th August 2023) in the 

Showground at the rear of the Cross Keys Public House, Pulloxhill 

MK45 5HB. 

 

The show is a charity fundraiser run by the Rotary Club of Luton 

Someries with assistance from the Luton and Dunstable MG Owners 

Club.   

 

Motorcycles with or without pillion are £5 to register or £8 with a show 

plaque. Advance registration is via the website only.  Please apply at 

https://southbedsclassic.uk/register. You will be asked to pay by bank 

transfer before they issue your pass.  The cut-off date for registration is 

either 1st Aug 2023 or when they are full.  

 

There is a Facebook page at South Bedfordshire Classic Vehicle Show.  

 

PIRTON CLASSIC VEHICLE SHOW - 17TH AUG 
Save the date – it’s a Thursday. Organised by the Hitchin Priory Rotary 

Club as a charity fundraiser. Well worth a visit, lots of interesting 

vehicles of all shapes and sizes - kicks off about 3pm, I think, and winds 

up by 8pm. 

 

April event reports 
SPRING START-UP – LUTON FIRE STATION 
Essentially a road safety event, organised and hosted by the Luton Fire 

Brigade, we were invited to display some of our bikes. As you can see 

from the pictures, our members responded admirably meaning we were 

able to put on a splendid array of machinery. The collection spanned the 

years from a 1920s flat tank Norton to a Honda 400-4 and Silk 700S 

from the 1970s, with lots in between. Good publicity for the section - 

maybe we’ll pick up a few new members. 

 

 
 
SPRING RUN 
Blessed with excellent weather, the car park at Jordans Mill was 

brimming for our first formal run of the season preceded, of course, by 

a hearty breakfast in the riverside restaurant. Indeed, the breakfast was 

so good that some people came just for that, and who can blame them. 

 

The route took us to the lands east of the A1 and through the ford, or 

should I say “watersplash”, at Sutton and on towards Sandy with an 

unscheduled detour into Deepdale Wood due to me putting the 

arrowhead in the wrong direction on the route sheet (whoops). 

Naturally, everyone was far too polite to ridicule me at the lunch stop 

(yeah, right!). 

 

 

Pre-war New Hudson – not a common sight but rather attractive 

 

Post-war Triumphs – a much more common sight but still rather 
attractive (so says a confirmed Triumph aficionado) 

https://southbedsclassic.uk/register
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Some of the bikes in the car park at the lunch stop 

Crossing back to the safety of the western side of the A1, near Grafham 

Water, we headed down to Lunch, taken at the rather splendid Keysoe 

International Equestrian Centre. Not quite sure why but the poor 

Security Guard had the task of writing down all our registration numbers 

before letting us through the entry gate. 

 

After lunch we headed around the edge of Bedford Aerodrome, past 

Bushmead Priory, over Great Barford Bridge and back to Jordans Mill 

for a coffee before heading our separate ways home. A jolly good day 

out to start our riding season. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Equestrian interlude at lunch - small or far away? 

MIDWEEK RUN 
Many thanks to Don for an excellent run to the Stockwood Discovery 

Centre in Luton. 
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CLUB NIGHT 
 

 
 

We were pleased to welcome John McCombe, President and long-

serving volunteer with Herts & Beds SERV (Service by Emergency 

Response Volunteers), to tell us all about the work of the local Blood 

Bikes team. That’s him on one of the four Yamaha FJR 1300 Fleet Bikes 

in the picture. He told us all about the history of blood bikes in the UK 

and about the great work done locally by the team of volunteers, 

delivering blood, samples and breast milk to hospitals and hospices 

throughout our area, at all times of night and day. Despite having been 

a member of the team myself, riding my own Honda NC750X rather 

than a fleet bike, I learnt a lot that I didn’t previously know.  

 

 
 

The group relies on charitable donations, and I was delighted to present 

a cheque for £160, being half the proceeds from December’s Auction, 

on behalf of the section. A further £83.52 in donations was raised on the 

night. I received the following email from John the next day – a copy 

the letter can be found at the end of the newsletter. Thanks everyone. 

 

Hi Bryan, 

Many thanks for inviting me last night and for the very significant 

donation and cash collection. 

I’ve attached a formal SERV letter acknowledging, please feel free to 

share with the members if you wish. 

Kindest regards, 

John 

What’s happening at HQ? 
The following Bulletin has been issued to Section Officers, and clears 

up the mystery of who the new people are, following the shake-up at the 

AGM: 

 

The first meeting of the new Board was on the 13-Apr, the agenda 

overflowed to a follow-up meeting on the 20-Apr at which time it was 

agreed the Bulletin would be issued by Neil Lewis, Deputy Chair of the 

Board and President Elect. 

 

As some of you will have seen on Companies House web site, the Board 

has been enlarged, the following members are serving on the Board: 

 

Derek French – Chair of the Board 

Neil Lewis – Vice-chair & President Elect 

John Donaldson – Finance Director & HR 

John Holt – President 

Steve Allen – Website/Membership/IT 

Brian Southam – Garage/Shop 

Annie Durrant – AH Ops and Events  

Dr Ken German – Sponsorship/Marque & Machine Specialists 

Martin Marmoy – Marketing / Oils 

 

Mario Costa-Sa is no longer an active Board member, once he has 

completed the ongoing work to transfer items for which he is the 

empowered authoriser to new Board member(s) his term as Director will 

end, he continues to provide a service to the club as Operations 

Manager. 

 

As previously, the Board meeting minutes will continue to be issued on 

the club web site, these will be in format that it is hoped will improve 

transparency on the Board’s work. More next month, I am aiming to 

send this after the Board meeting on the 15th May, 2023. 

 

Ride safely 

Neil 
Neil Lewis 
Vice-chair & President Elect 

The Page Five Girl 
 

 

Here it is, whatever it is – so said the advertising at the time 

A propper old question 
WILL CURRY 

The last three modern bikes I've had have all come from the dealers 

without a centre stand, just a prop stand, also known as a side stand or 

a kick stand or, apparently to our Australian cousins, a jiffy stand.  

 

On the other hand, none of my older bikes have prop stands, something 

I'm coming to feel the need for as my older bikes get heavier and 
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heavier. On the modern bikes when it's time to get off the first thing that 

happens is the prop stand is put down. This way if anything goes wrong 

at least the bike has some support. Similarly, when climbing on the bike 

the first thing that happens is the front brake is put on so the bike can't 

move and the last is the prop stand is pushed up so again there is some 

support for the bike if needed. 

 

With the above in mind, I've noticed a device which is fitted some of 

the bikes which turn out on club runs, one being Bryan's Triumph 3T. 

This device, which comprises a telescopic prop stand and clamps to the 

upper and lower chainstays, appears as practical as it is unsightly. I had 

assumed that it was a fairly modern invention.  

 

 

Bryan's 3T Triumph sporting a telescopic prop stand 

I didn't think much more about the device until I became the owner of a 

1929 250 Ariel. It had been in bits since 1963 and came in a number of 

boxes, as they often do. It was the contents of one box which set me 

thinking. On the top of one of the boxes was a device. It was covered in 

exactly the same grime and dirt which decorated the rest of the box's 

contents and suggested it too had been in the box since 1963. A little 

searching found the name 'EsWay' stamped on the barrel of the stand. 

 

 

Awaiting restoration... 

I came across the name 'Esway' the other day in relation to something 

else and an internet search threw up this advertisement. 

 

EsWay advertisement. 

To my surprise this was dated 1928. I was completely mistaken in my 

assumption that the device was a modern idea. I had a closer look at the 

stand in the box of bits. Stamped on the barrel of the stand was the word 

'EsWay'. It was possible then that the stand could have been added by 

the first owner. That he was keen to make the most of his bike there can 

be no doubt. He specified an Amal carburettor and twist grip and electric 

lighting, all of which is noted in the Ariel dispatch book record for the 

bike. The bike was also fitted with a Burman positive stop gearchange 

conversion but that can't have happened until 1931 when the conversion 

became available. 

 

On the subject of price, the 9/6 quoted in the advert is not cheap. The 

bike would have cost £38/10/- with £4/10/- for the 4v dynamo and 

lighting set and 10/- for the AMAL twistgrip. The Burman foot change 

conversion would have been £2. 

 

It must have been a few years ago when I first saw one of these devices. 

I can't remember what the bike was it was attached to, but it was at a 

VMCC run and it allowed the rider to extend a telescopic prop stand 

with the heel of his boot while he was still on the bike. Which is exactly 

what I do when I'm on a bike with a prop stand. The trouble is none of 

my older bikes have prop stands. This device looked like a modern, bolt-

on goody for older bikes without prop stands. Unlike other offerings 

which clamp around a lower frame rail and slowly rotate to lower the 

bike onto the ground with varying degrees of damage, this device 

clamped to the frame in two places and looked as effective as it looked 

unsightly - proper British 'nuts-n-bolts' engineering indeed. 

 

That they are effective can be gauged by the fact that Bryan, our 

chairman and editor of this newsletter, has one fitted to his Triumph. 
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A clearer image of the device. 

Thinking in this case meant searching the internet which quickly turned 

up references to the device as the Vintele or Vintelle stand and offering 

them for sale in one case at a price in excess of £150. This seemed rather 

a lot of money to me but, then again, most things do now-a-days. 

 

FOOTNOTE BY BRYAN 
There is a copy of the original EsWay advert in the Cotswold Motor 

Museum. I am a great fan of the Vintele reproduction of the stand, as 

seen on my 3T – and also on my 5T and T100 when I get around to 

fitting them. Unfortunately, the gentleman who was making them has 

recently retired but I was able to obtain two of the last ones, at a reduced 

price. 

 

Incidentally, in the late Tony East’s wonderful A.R.E. Motorcycle 

Museum on the Isle of Man, I noticed one such stand fitted to a pre-war 

Speed Twin. It was unusual, however, in that the normal heal-operated 

lever was connected by a cable to the clutch lever so that as soon as the 

clutch lever was pulled in, the stand flipped up. Presumably, someone 

had previously had problems with forgetting to retract the stand before 

riding off – it happens! 

Seen at Shuttleworth 
 

Now that the café and outside area at Shuttleworth have re-opened to 

the public, it is once again becoming a mecca for motorcyclists, 

particularly classics it seems. Here are some of the ones I have spotted 

on my visits – you might notice that some of them are actually mine: 

 

 

Smoking area – Silk 700S, Garelli moped and Kawasaki triple – two-
strokes all. 

 

Triumph 3T (resting on its Vintele stand) with Boeing Stearman - visiting 
Shuttleworth to allow the brave/foolhardy the chance to wingwalk, at 
£400 a pop! 

 
 

 

Harley something or other, with Triumph T100 in background 

 

 

Brent’s Honda CL200 
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In the psychiatrist’s chair 
KERRY DELLAR 

I set off this morning on my first visit to the Psychiatrist this morning 

feeling confident he would be able to help with my addiction. 

 

Let me point out that since my new year’s resolution not to buy any 

more bikes I have actually bought 15, yes shocking indeed. 

 

Arrived at his medical centre in Chelmsford, sat in the chair explained 

in detail my problem, he then really surprised me and said he actually 

was himself a motorcyclist and had one for sale. 

 

Next, he did show me this really nice 1954 Norton Model 7, I was 

immediately smitten with this all-matching smart motorcycle, we went 

back in his office and before I quite understood what was happening, I 

had bought his Norton. 

 

 
 

So, I now need to find another Psychiatrist, one who is not a 

motorcyclist, I am hoping someone can help with this or I am open to 

alternative suggestions please help me. 

Stafford Show highlights 
BRYAN MARSH 

A miscellany of a few things that caught my eye over the weekend in 

the show and the accompanying auction. The show is, in my opinion, 

slowly failing – a lot of the usual traders were missing, along with the 

normally big crowds. The auction was very popular, Bonhams said they 

were at capacity and couldn’t have taken any more bikes. Prices for 

British bikes seemed generally low. 

 

 

1955 98cc Vincent-NSU – 3,725 miles from new, still on original tyres. 

 

Gordon Hallet’s 350cc MV Agusta Electronica – winner of “Most original 
machine”, now with the petrol tank signed by Agostini, star of the show. 

 

My 1919 Model H on the Triumph Owners Club stand. 

 

1905 500cc Brown – said to be one of only six survivors worldwide. I’m 
not so sure about that as NCM in Bude, Cornwall currently have two more 
for sale. 

 

1927 175cc Raleigh Model 17 – could have been yours for £5,500 
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IN THE BONHAMS AUCTION 
 

 

Rare early Japanese bike – 1966 Marusho Magnum 500cc. Sold for £4025. 

 

The item I really wanted but was outbid. Hopefully an explanation and 
more information in a future newsletter.  

 
Jim Alves 1951 ISDT Gold Medal winning Triumph TR5 Trophy. Sold for 
£10,120 which seems ridiculously cheap - but when it was in the ISDT it 
was fitted with a 650cc engine, now replaced by a 500cc lump. 

 

Norton Classic air-cooled rotary with only 1300 miles from new which I 
was going to bid on but the chrome was flaking in places and the 
lacquered parts were tarnished. Also, a risk that the rotor tips might have 
seized with lack of use. Sold for £10, 810. 

 

Very pretty 1907 Motosacoche, on which I bid (would have looked nice 
in the lounge beside the Model H) but which sold for £8050 (+5% VAT as 
it’s not currently UK-based), and the original UK registration number is 
not on the DVLA database. 

Nearly famous 
 

 

An uncropped version of the picture of yours truly, leaving Vintage Stony 
on New Year’s Day, which appeared in Old Bike Mart with the caption 
“Nice Triumph, mate” – obtained from the photographer Roger Bradbury 
(great surname for someone interested in old bikes). 

Can I tempt you? 
 

I need to clear some space for recent acquisitions, so I have to let the 

following machines go. Please let me know (07309 731191 or 

bryan.marsh@btinternet.com) if interested, and for more information, 

before they go for auction. Bargains all: 

1977 Norton Commando 850 Mk 3; 1946 98cc James and Francis-

Barnett autocycles; 1964 Panther 35 250cc (Villiers 2T). 

mailto:bryan.marsh@btinternet.com
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SERV Herts & Beds ς The Bloodrunners 
CHARITY NO: 1180326 
 

 
         66 Vicarage Lane 
         Kings Langley 
         Herts 
         WD49HR   
        14 April 2023 
 
 
Dear Bryan, 
 
Thank you for inviting me to talk to Shefford VMCC. 
I hope that everyone enjoyed it. 
Many thanks also for the £160 cheque donation and for the collection which amounted to £83.52, 
an amazing total of £243.52, which, as you know will be put to very good use. 
Please pass on my thanks to all the members, and I appreciated all the kind comments. 
 
Wishing the group every success in the future, 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
John 
 
John McCombe 
Hon. President, SERV Herts & Beds 
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary – 2023 

 

30 Apr  VMCC Founders Relay Rally/Coffee - STMA 

11 May  Club Night - Fish and Chips Night 

14 May  Roger & Arthur King Memorial Run - STMA 

15 May  Ride to Velo Club - Rose & Crown, Ridgmont 

18 May  Midweek Run - STMA 

28 May  Breakfast Meet - Danish Camp, Willington 

08 June  Club Night - Ride a Bike to Shefford Night 

15 June  Midweek Run - STMA 

25 June  Breakfast Meet - Flitvale Garden Centre, Westoning 

02 July  Albert Brown Run - Wilden Village Hall 

13 July  Club Night - Car Park Concours Competition 

20 July  Midweek Run - STMA 

30 July  Breakfast Meet - Toby Carvery, Bedford 

10 Aug  Club Night - Noggin and Natter 

17 Aug  Midweek Run - STMA 

27 Aug  Summer Saunter/Breakfast Meet - TBA 

14 Sept  Club Night - Moto Giro (Gordon Hallett) 

21 Sept  Midweek Run - STMA 

24 Sept  Sand & Motorcycles, Leighton Buzzard 

24 Sept  Breakfast Meet - Shuttleworth 

12 Oct  Club Night – Bradbury Motorcycles (Mike Wills) 

19 Oct  Midweek Lunch - Cross Keys, Pulloxhill 

21 Oct  Autumn Gold Run - Saturday! – Jordans Mill 

29 Oct  Breakfast Meet - Danish Camp, Willington 

09 Nov  Club Night - AGM and Slideshow 

16 Nov   Midweek Lunch - Shuttleworth 

26 Nov  Breakfast Meet - Flitvale Garden Centre, Westoning 

14 Dec  Club Night - Xmas Bash and Auction 

21 Dec  Midweek Lunch - Toby Carvery, Bedford 

26 Dec   Boxing Day Meet - TBA 

31 Dec  Breakfast Meet - Jordans Mill, Broom 


