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BEDS VMCC NEWS 
STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

 

 

The changing face of VMCC Beds runs 
 

 

Apart from Gerry’s Velo and Dave’s BSA, which are pretty much hidden in this 
picture, and Don’s Enfield which is lurking somewhere else, all the bikes here on the 
midweek run are from the 1970s and later, and mostly from the Land of the Rising 
Sun. Not that there’s anything wrong with that – we’re delighted to see them, but it 
does serve to illustrate how the club changes with the times – and jolly good too. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Slightly earlier than usual, and possibly shorter with more mistakes, as 

I’m off on holiday on Thursday 25th, for eleven whole days on the 

modern Honda. Ireland first, for the Dublin Motorcycle Touring Club’s 

“Riders’ Rally” – my 20th, since 1997 – then across to Scotland for a 

week visiting landmarks on the “Round Britain Rally” and the Triumph 

Owners Club “Landmark Challenge”. I just hope the weather is a little 

kinder than it was last year – it should be because I spent a small fortune 

on new waterproofs; that should keep the rain away. 

 

As you’ll see below, the Founder’s Relay Rally was a great 

disappointment for us. Across the country it seemed to vary – East Herts 

and Chiltern didn’t do much better than us, I believe, but some other 

areas were quite busy. Do we bother to run a checkpoint in the future? 

Indeed, will the Relay Rally continue? I sent an email asking for views 

– but didn’t get any! 

 

On a more positive note, all the other events in the last month were well 

supported and greatly enjoyed by everyone taking part. Lots of pictures 

this month. Many thanks to our contributors – Don, Kerry, Neil, Nige, 

Sam (Andrew) and Will. Please submit any further contributions to me 

on bryan.marsh@btinternet.com 

 

Bryan 

Beds Section News 

Upcoming Events 
BREAKFAST MEET - DANISH CAMP, WILLINGTON 
SUNDAY, 28 MAY, 10AM 
What more need I say? – great venue, great location by the river, and a 

great traditional breakfast. 

 

CLUB NIGHT - RIDE A BIKE TO SHEFFORD NIGHT, 
STMA, THURSDAY, 8 JUNE, 7.30 FOR 8PM 
Fairly self-explanatory – drag something suitable out of the shed and 

head to Shefford for the precursor to July’s Car Park Concours.  

 

MIDWEEK RUN – STMA, THURSDAY, 15 JUNE, 
10.15 FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE 
Don has provided the following schedule of runs for the season: 

• June - Forest Centre Marston Moretaine (probable) 

• July - either Poplars or Flitvale Garden Centre or somewhere 

completely different if I get round to planning a new route 

• August - either Jordans Mill or Shuttleworth 

• September- Baa T Billington (most likely) 

 

BREAKFAST MEET - FLITVALE GARDEN CENTRE, 
WESTONING, SUNDAY, 25 JUNE, 10AM 
Inspired by the RHS Chelsea Flower Show? If so, you can pick up 

something suitable to plant whilst having a good breakfast, They also 

have also an excellent farm shop. 

   
ALBERT BROWN RUN - WILDEN VILLAGE HALL, 
SUNDAY, 2 JULY, MEET FROM 9AM. 10.30AM 
DEPARTURE 
Hopefully, you sent in your entry long ago, so will know all about 

Brent’s flagship event. If you haven’t entered, then why not come along 

to the start to meet friends, look at the bikes, pinch a few biscuits and 

help push the reluctant starters. 

 

Further ahead 
CLASSIC STONY – 4TH JUNE 
This is an informal gathering of like-minded individuals. It’s organised 

by a team of enthusiastic volunteers (in aid of Willen Hospice) - if its 

anything like previous years there will be all sorts of vehicles turning up 

from the concours 'like new' vehicles to vehicles that have been very 

well used.  

 

'Doors' open at 9.30am and it winds up at 4.00pm. Motorcycles are not 

required to pre-book, just show up and head to the Market Square in 

Stony Stratford. 

 

MAULDEN VILLAGE FAIR, SATURDAY, 1 JULY 
Kelly Haywood, Bookings Officer, has asked if there are any members 

who fancy an afternoon out on their bikes, they'd be most welcome to 

join us!  Refreshments will be provided too. Maulden Village Fair, 

Maulden, Bedfordshire, MK45 2DN 

 

ANGLIA AT SHUTTLEWORTH - WEDS 26TH JULY 
Anglia Section have a ride to the Shuttleworth café on Wednesday, 26th 

and have invited us to join them there. Jolly decent of them. 

 
SOUTH BEDS CLASSIC SHOW – 13TH AUGUST 
The South Bedfordshire Classic Vehicle Show 2023 takes place as usual 

on the second Sunday in August (Sunday 13th August 2023) in the 

Showground at the rear of the Cross Keys Public House, Pulloxhill 

MK45 5HB. 

 

The show is a charity fundraiser run by the Rotary Club of Luton 

Someries with assistance from the Luton and Dunstable MG Owners 

Club.   

 

Motorcycles with or without pillion are £5 to register or £8 with a show 

plaque. Advance registration is via the website only.  Please apply at 

https://southbedsclassic.uk/register. You will be asked to pay by bank 

transfer before they issue your pass.  The cut-off date for registration is 

either 1st Aug 2023 or when they are full.  

 

There is a Facebook page at South Bedfordshire Classic Vehicle Show.  

 

PIRTON CLASSIC VEHICLE SHOW - 17TH AUG 
Save the date – it’s a Thursday. Organised by the Hitchin Priory Rotary 

Club as a charity fundraiser. Well worth a visit, lots of interesting 

vehicles of all shapes and sizes - kicks off about 3pm, I think, and winds 

up by 8pm. 

 

May event reports 
FOUNDERS RELAY RALLY 
We ran our usual checkpoint at the Shefford Memorial Hall from 

9.45am to 5pm but word didn’t seem to have got around very far. We 

were overflowing with tea, coffee and biscuits but we only had nine 

visitors all day; I think we had more volunteers than that! Many thanks 

to everyone who turned out to help – at least it was a nice day for sitting 

outside and chatting. Pictures thanks to Nige. 

 

 

At least we were lucky with the weather 

mailto:bryan.marsh@btinternet.com
https://southbedsclassic.uk/register
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Gordon Hallett’s Stafford award-winning MV Agusta 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Some of the helpers’ bikes 

 
 

 

I’m sure envy is one of the seven deadly sins 
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CLUB NIGHT – FISH & CHIPS  
At just a fiver a head, the bargain of the year attracted an excellent 

turnout and well exceeded the minimum number to get the chip van to 

come along. The poor chap was on his own but did commendably well 

to feed the five thousand with, thankfully, more than just two fishes. 

 

ROGER & ARTHUR KING MEMORIAL RUN 
As mentioned last month, the RAKM is a prime event in our calendar 

but organised entirely by the King family, with a little help with the 

route from Will Curry. This year’s line up of girder fork machines 

spanned the decades from 1911 to the early post-war years. As always, 

a thoroughly well-organised and highly enjoyable event, even if one or 

two, or twenty something, of the thirty and odd riders did struggle 

finding the turning in Clifton. Pictures thanks to Nige (and me). 
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RIDE TO VELO CLUB  
A few spots of rain but, otherwise, a lovely evening for a ride over to 

the Rose & Crown in Ridgmont for our annual meet-up with those 

excellent velo fellows and their fine machines. Excellent hosts, as ever, 

with a raffle and a splendid spread of refreshments including the biggest 

plateful of chips you’d ever seen – followed by another plateful of the 

same. Must remember not to eat before going there next year! 

 

MIDWEEK RUN 

 
 

Don reports: 

The May midweek run took us up through Bedfordshire and 

Northamptonshire on a lovely late Spring day. The final section leading 

up to the Super Sausage involved a single-track road via Bozenham Mill 

into Grafton Regis. The surface had seriously deteriorated, so an 

alternative route was provided on more major roads, but all except one 

opted for the rough ride. 

   

There were eleven riders and this time the entry was dominated by 

Japanese bikes with two Suzuki 750 GTs, a Kawasaki Z1, two Honda 

twins, a Honda 750 and a Honda single. The also-rans included Dave 

Bourne’s trusty Gold Flash, Gerry Gibbins Velo, a Triumph Legend and 

my oily Enfield. It was especially good to see a number of first-time 

midweek riders.  

 

The countryside looked at its best with several panoramic views along 

the way, accompanied by sweet scents from the hedgerows which car 

drivers would be denied.   

 

 

Exhaust fabricator needed 
 

Don is looking for recommendations for someone local who could make 

a new exhaust system for his pre-war Model S Enfield. Contact him on 

01525 720629 or 07535 860745 or by email at: 

donmckeand@hotmail.com. 

The Page Six Girl 

 

The Distinguished Gentlemen’s 

Ride – Milton Keynes 
BRYAN MARSH 

 
 

104,000 riders, 893 cities, 107 countries, $6.7m USD raised – those are 

quite some statistics. If you’re not aware of the DGR, it’s an event that 

started in Australia and has been going for about ten years now. The 

idea is to dress up in your best dapper gear, grab your classic, or classic-

style motorcycle and join a sponsored ride to raise money for men’s 

mental health and prostate cancer. 

 

Prompted by the chairman of the MK branch of the Triumph Owners 

Club, I decided to give it a go for the first time. This was only a week 
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before the event, so it didn’t give me much time to solicit donations but, 

thanks to the generosity of VMCC Beds members and my Facebook 

friends, I was delighted to raise a healthy £421. Fundraising continues 

until June 4th so, if you missed out, there is still the chance to make a 

donation – see the link on the email that accompanied this newsletter. 

 

The Milton Keynes ride attracted some 178 bikes, mainly modern 

classic-style machines but a few of us on oldies, raising around £23,000 

by the start. The run was extremely well-organised and marshalled by 

the MK TOMCC, with the local police stopping the traffic with blue 

flashing lights as we peeled out of the Open University campus on our 

backroads route to Brewpoint in Bedford. Lots of people came out of 

their houses to wave and generally see what the heck was going on. 

Sunday Afternoon 
WILL CURRY 

I have a routine for Sunday afternoons, one that I try very hard not to 

miss. I've done it, more-or-less, since I started riding bicycles. It was 

something my parents and particularly my dad insisted upon and not 

only for me. We all did it, parents and brothers. We checked that our 

bikes were fit to ride. 

 

We checked brakes and tyres and chains for tension and lubrication. We 

oiled wheel bearings and bottom brackets, and we checked wheel 

bearings and bottom brackets for proper adjustment. We made sure 

nothing was coming loose. 

 

I asked my grandpa on one of our trips to Belfast. It was what he did 

with my dad and uncles on a Sunday afternoon. I didn't ask him about 

great-grandpa. It was the founder of the Jesuit Brotherhood who said, 

“Give me the child for the first seven years and I'll give you the man”. 

Although not about safety the same thing applies. You'll have got the 

picture by now. 

 

My version includes the family car and the Yamaha but not a bicycle as 

it hasn't been ridden for the best part of 40 years. Of particular interest 

are the tyres. These get the full treatment: pressure, tread depth, foreign 

bodies, bulges and cracks. I think this routine has stood us in good stead 

as we've not had many tyre-related problems. 

 

Usually, there's nothing to find but this Sunday was different. The 

Yamaha has done quite a lot of miles recently and over some distinctly 

second-rate roads too. Today I found a cut about three-quarters of an 

inch long in the back tyre, right in the centre. 

 

 

        Glittering but frustrated agent of deflation 

At first glance, there was nothing visible from the outside. Probing it, 

however, produced three shards of glass, two of which were quite small 

and one was large enough to have caused serious deflation if not 

removed. It was point down into the tyre, poised to deflate. There had 

probably been more glass in the cut when it happened. 

 

A puncture is never fun and at least modern tubeless bike tyres don't 

seem to go down that quickly or come off the rim that easily. They also 

seem to have a fair bit more rubber for the puncturer to penetrate than 

tubed tyres. They are, for me at least, a job for the professionals to 

repair, if that's possible. 

 

What's your Sunday afternoon routine? 

Is Kerry cured of his addiction? 
KERRY DELLAR 

Update on needing psychiatric help. Alternative tried at a 

therapy Clinic in London. 

 

I went to an addiction clinic in London as recommended by friends who 

I might add have more motorcycles than me! Just thought it was worth 

trying something different after the failure with the psychiatrist last 

month who, instead of helping me stop buying motorcycles, actually 

ended up selling me one. 

 

All went well at the clinic but on the way home I called to see an old 

friend near Epping; due to illness he is no longer able to ride his five 

bikes. He seemed rather fed up, so I wanted to at least cheer him up and 

make him happy if possible, yes I ended up buying two of his bikes. 

 

 

Royal Enfield Constellation and a Douglas Mark 5 

 
 

Maybe I am not cured yet but at least I helped an old friend and, so far, 

have resisted buying his other three. 
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An Awkward Junction 
WILL CURRY 

I've known this junction since we moved to Bedfordshire all but 40 years 

ago. 

 

 

The subject of this article 

It didn't really attract my attention until some ten or so years ago when 

I began to notice that I was having to approach slower and slower to 

give myself time to see that there was nothing coming to give way to. 

The problem came when I was turning right from Upton End towards 

Shillington. The other direction presented no problem.  I put it down to 

me getting older and slower.  

 

 

The junction in the awkward direction 

Things came to head coming back from a midweek run earlier on this 

year. I had to pull forward over the give way line to make sure there 

wasn't anything approaching from my right. 

 

Once under way the new pothole right on the obvious line to take very 

nearly took me. In my defence, it was in the shadow of the hedge. It was 

long, curved and narrow and a proper wheel trap. I can't help but think 

I would have struggled if the front wheel had dropped in. 

 

 

The pothole, carefully outlined in yellow and mended, all within a few 
days of me noticing it 

A few days later I rode back to the junction to get some pictures of the 

junction and the pothole. It was at this point that I smelled the creosote, 

so to speak. The boundary fence had been creosoted and now stood out 

from its surroundings. It extended all the way round the junction along 

the front of the property and made a pretty good sight screen. It's quite 

noticeable in the picture above. 

 

One useful feature of Street View is the option to look at older images 

if they exist. In this case there is an image from September 2014. 

 

 

The view from September 2014 - not only is the fence a hedge, it's also 
much lower 

Maybe it wasn't old age slowing me down after all. I just hadn't spotted 

that things had changed that much. 

Another space-filling picture 

stolen from the internet 
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary – 2023 

 

28 May  Breakfast Meet - Danish Camp, Willington 

08 June  Club Night - Ride a Bike to Shefford Night 

15 June  Midweek Run - STMA 

25 June  Breakfast Meet - Flitvale Garden Centre, Westoning 

02 July  Albert Brown Run - Wilden Village Hall 

13 July  Club Night - Car Park Concours Competition 

20 July  Midweek Run - STMA 

30 July  Breakfast Meet - Toby Carvery, Bedford 

10 Aug  Club Night - Noggin and Natter 

17 Aug  Midweek Run - STMA 

27 Aug  Summer Saunter/Breakfast Meet - TBA 

14 Sept  Club Night - Moto Giro (Gordon Hallett) 

21 Sept  Midweek Run - STMA 

24 Sept  Sand & Motorcycles, Leighton Buzzard 

24 Sept  Breakfast Meet - Shuttleworth 

12 Oct  Club Night – Bradbury Motorcycles (Mike Wills) 

19 Oct  Midweek Lunch - Cross Keys, Pulloxhill 

21 Oct  Autumn Gold Run - Saturday! – Jordans Mill 

29 Oct  Breakfast Meet - Danish Camp, Willington 

09 Nov  Club Night - AGM and Slideshow 

16 Nov   Midweek Lunch - Shuttleworth 

26 Nov  Breakfast Meet - Flitvale Garden Centre, Westoning 

14 Dec  Club Night - Xmas Bash and Auction 

21 Dec  Midweek Lunch - Toby Carvery, Bedford 

26 Dec   Boxing Day Meet - TBA 

31 Dec  Breakfast Meet - Jordans Mill, Broom 


