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STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED

TheAlbert Brown Run Issue

The trophy you would have been competing for had you taken part in the first Albert Brown Run, in 1904

IN THIS ISSUE:

SECTION UPDATE ON KERRY & THE ALBERT ANOT HER FINE
NEWS PSYCHIATRIC HELP BROWN RUN MESS
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EDITORIAL

Apologies for the lateness of this newsletter,butas | 6 m
you already knowljfe in retiremenis hectic So many bikes to ride and
maintainbut so little time and itds abmewtveekl o
startas a volunteer at Shuttleworthiery Tuesday.

Since the | ast
Dean, Herefordshire and Derbyshien various different bikeand,
amazingly, all in dry weatheThe 1969 Tiger 100 is havirgminor
gearbox problem sorted out and new fork springs fittké T160
i Re n e ¢ avaltiagto get the Mikuni carbs set,upe Silkoil pump
needs investigatignand the T140VBonneville seems toneed the

existing electronic ignition changedUnf ortunatel vy,

symptomsncludea nasty habit of kickingba@ndc | out i ng
in a most painful wayEspecially ginful, that is after a whte weekend
of being wacked in the same spot time after tifting the problem

on the T140 Owners Facebook page brought various suggestion s

including one to get stronger bodtsl o n 6 t  y te smaif alegés

The night before heading off to Herefordshiretba T140V, the front
tyre was a few psi dowrso | pumped it up, only torid it completely
flat the next morning. A quick inspection revealed nothlobgious so
I put some
headed offFifty miles later, it decided to deflatewobbled to a stap
pushed it onto the verge andok another look at the tyreAgain,

nothing obvious and no signs of escaping Slime so probably not a
reveal
csparei val ey c or,eat.thenii Dr

puncture A quick look n
I wasnot
realised | was just the other side of a roundabout from a garage.

my A e reguipmentn & ¢y O

Flat front tyre on the T140V near Chipping Norton i conveniently almost
opposite a garage (behind the car showroom) to obtain a new valve core

New valve core obtained and fittagre reinflated and off again only

for the same ting to happen three miles later with still no sign of the
causeA quick calltothe AAwWh o sai d theydd be
were a tad busgnd would be with me in four houirsggroan

Luckily, they had a change of heart and\ad in less than an hgu
loaded the bike oto the wonderfufold-outtrailer they carry in the back
of some of their Transit vansand took me home.l swapged the
offendingtubefor a used Dunlopnethatl 6 d fdt emgrgencies such
as this Too late to continughe journey that evening set off the next
morning for aroublefree weekend (apart from the black and bloide
mentioned previouslytaking parton the Sundayn theVMCC Herdord
and MidWales Sectiogs wonderfulfiHerefordshireon-the-Edged (aka
HOTE) event Essentialy, a navigationrun through some glorious
scenery andots d narrowand, in places, very bumpy land$ere are
even four waypoints on gentle green lanegualify for the ogional
fiRagged Edgeawad; not ®mething | was willing to attempt this year
T noton a750 Bonnevile!

Looking at the troublesome tulyehich, incidentally, was only fitted

sur e

newsl| et t éheForestd v e

i S1 i me 0in pagenpumnped pand e a IF5
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(new)two months previouslyin the cold light of dayasstill revealed
no obvious causk curiouser and curiouser.

ma n o f

Hopton Castle, location of one of the waypoint markers on the HOTE

The main focusof this issue is the AlberBrown Run with lots of
pictures Unfortunately | had to misstibut, by all the accounts dve
received, it was an excellent evemd enjoyed by alMany thanks to
our contributorghis monthi Don, Kerry, Laurence Nige and Will.
Please  submit any further contributions to me on
bryan.marsh@btinternet.com

Bryan

Beds Section News
UpcomingEvents

CLUB NIGHT i CAR PARK CONCOURS, STMA,
d BYRSPAY eld ULy, 730 FER 8RM

Needl say more?

MIDWEEK RUNT STMA, THURSDAY, 20 JULY, 10.15

FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE
Don hasprovidedthe following schedule of runs for the season
91 July - either Poplars or Fifale Garden Centre or somewhere
completely different if | get round to planning a new route
1 August- either Jordans Mill or Shuttleworth
1 SeptemberBaa T, Billington (most likely)

ANGLIA- AT SHUTFLEWORTH - WEDS 26™ JULY
Cancelled due to bereaveménbok outfor anew date in August.

BREAKFAST MEET 1 TOBY  CARVERY,

GOLDINGTON ROAD, BEDFORD, 30 JULY, 10AM
They do an excellent breakfast buffétareasonable price
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Further ahead

SOUTH BEDS CLASSIC SHOW i 13™ AUGUST

The South Bedfordshire Classic Vehicle Show 2023 takes place as usua
on the second Sunday #ugust (Sunday 13 August 2023) in the
Showground at the rear of the Cross Keys Public House, Pulloxhill
MK45 5HB.

The show is a charity fundraiser run by the Rotary Club of Luton
Someries withassistance from the Luton and Dunstable MG Owners
Club.

Motorcycles with or without pillion are 5 registeror £8 with a show

plaque.Advance registration is vithe website only. Please apply at

https://southbedsclassic.uk/registéou will be asked to pay by bank
transfer befor¢gheyissue your passThe cutoff date for registration is

either £' Aug 2023 or whertheyare full.

There is d&acebook page at South Bedfordshire Classic VehluevS

PIRTON CLASSIC VEHICLE SHOW - 17™ AUG
Savethedatei t 6 s a .Ordanisedsby theytchin Priory Rotary
Club as a charity fundraiseiVell worth a visit, lots of interesting
vehicles of all shapes and sizdscks off about 3pm, | thinkand winds
up by 8pm

Juneevent reports

MIDWEEK RUN

Don reports:

The June midweek run was titled
that referred to thevay | got lost once and discovered the route by
accident.

Commiserations to Gerry whose bike was playing up and never got

further on the route than the car park entrance. Not one of the eleven

who started got lost, probably because they patiently plajled/-my-
leader while I led, conscious that | had to keep my speed within the
performance envelope of a 1924 Model P Triumph. This bike is owned
by Robin Skinner who was making the first long run with the Model P
and his first midweek run.

TR

Robin Skinneré& 1924 Model P Triumph i the oldest bike to have taken
part in one of our Midweek Runs

The route sirted off heading through Stotfold and Baldock before
branching off into country lanes through Weston and then into the wilds
which lie between Cromer and Nasty (rather a nice village, actually).
The shady parts of the lanes were very welcome as the rmgagoin
hotter.
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The closure of the road leading into Buntingford had been picked up on
a reconnaissance run the previous week, so the route sheet had bee
amended to bypass the town on the A10. A refreshment stop at the Silve
Ball café was very welcomea chance to cool off a little.

& 2 AT lis iy -y
Refreshment stop at the Silver Ball café (did you know that it is so called
because it was once a pinball machine factory? fiEver since | was a young
boy, I've played the silver ball. From Soho down to Brighton, | must've
played ‘'em allYt Pinball Wizard by Pete Townshend of The Who)

Returning via Therfieldwe were able to enjoy the spectacular views
over Cambridgeshire as we descended to tackle the brief, but daunting
traffic on the A505 before making out way back through Guilden
Morden and Eyeworth ahinto Biggleswade. This was not the
originally planned finishingoint but was forced on us by yet another
road é%losure route (again picked ut; on the reconnaissan ), whick
prél

h e ryn
&d Jds boﬁhg int L%n?girord. He toﬁhecén{re wad n tsai]b'ad & |

had fearedandwe ended up at the Shuttleworth café for lunch.

Makes represented on the run wefeiumph, Velocette, BSA, AJS,
Royal Enfield, Kawasaki and Honda.

CLUB NIGHT 7 RIDE A BIKE TO SHEFFORD
Lovely weaheranda great turnout who could have wished for more?

It said ARide a bike to Sheffordd i so we did.

KerryGs

KERRY DELLAR

®sychiatric update

'Succesg’ well, almost just one major relapse aftireeweeks without
buying when | bought a Vincent Comet yesterday from a Family in
Melton Mowbray Y es perhaps | should have bought pork pies instead.

This Comet had been with the safagily since 1962 af) like a lot of

us classic ownerglodgy knees and hips meant it could no longer be
used sat wasput up for sale.
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So how is the market lately for the selling of Clas8i¢®ry, very poor
in my opinion Others | knowwho buy and sell the odd ondkey are
alsofinding the market almost at a standstill for 8@Bs Britishbikes.

Clearly, many of the current owners in their 70tcluding me are on
borrowed time to be ridindzvery time out isin my opinion a bonus
We must enjoyt while we can, | am.

Ourchildren, like my ownson, are more interested in 80'90's Honda
and other similar Japanese and Italiant&onevitable now that prices
of ours are dropping, sofry

Kerry& latest therapy i a very nice Vincent Comet joins his stable, or
should that be Gviary&?

The PageFour Girl
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Another fine mess. ..

WILL CURRY

Theold saying that 'A Stitch in Time saves Nine' sometimes applies to
my inactivity in theworkshop and, more often than nas in this case,
with a vengeance.

The trials sidecar at rest

The trials sidecar, the bike tsecondlongest in my ownership and the
bike | passed my test ohasn't been used since well bef@ayid. I'd
started it once or twice just out of curiositysee if it would still start

The last time it didn't. There was no petrol getting into theucattor.
The petrol tanknade encouraging noisdsit it wouldn't deliver. With
hindsight this was probably '&ood Thing' as there is only minor
contamination in the carburettor to contend with now.

While the noises from the tank might have indicatedtglefipetrol the
smell that accompanidatie tank's contents indicated that draining was
long overdue. No amount of blowing or poking woydrsuade the
petrol tap to let the tank's contents out.

There was nothing for it, the tank would have to come aftidlly this

isn't a big job but théank mountings had been repaired in the past by
fitting oversize bolts at the front and studgte back in place of the
original bolts. One consequence of this was that the dualseat had tc
comeoff first. The three aaessible nuts undid fairly easily while the
fourth, concealed on top of tled tank at the front, fought every sixth

turn of the way. My back loved it.

The gaping mouth of an Ariel petrol tank. The one on the left is from a
BSA

Ariels d that time have a nice large petrol filler hole with only a small
lip on the underneatand with a large funnel and a jerrycan the petrol
tank was emptied without a great deal of mé&$st is to say that most
of the liquid came out, the rusty sesdlid material will take a bimore
effort.
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The next step was to get the petrol tap out of the tank and sort out whaf_“ B v
was blocking it. It was dhis point that the years of inactivity really paid :
me back- the petrol tap snapped off in the taiMore accuratel, the

1/4" x 3/8" BSP adaptor into which the pattern petrol tap was screwed,
unscrewedhalf a turn and then snapped off. Exercising a remarkable
restraint | went back into the house.

Black corduroy paint. This picture makes it looks MUCH better than it
is.

Perhaps sorting out the original tank was the better way to go and |
began to wonder what elseduld do to get the broken piece of adaptor
out of the origimal tank.

Oh botheration! To be continued . . .

The following afternoon and with ognk modest hangover | took stock.

Five minutes with an easiutand five more minutes with a hammer and G Old Sta M ake over

punch convinced me that the remains weren't coming outumrgi.

GERRY GIBBINS i READY FOR THE CONCOURS?

The Albert Brown Run 2023

WILL CURRY

e : Branded agithe sunshine runthe weather didn't quite live up to the
Oh botheration! Part 2 forecast and while it wasn't chilly it certainly was breezy at times.
mountings but unfortunatelpalf of its coat of paint had been removed.

l Sun 2nd

It didn't take long for the obvious conclusion tojbmped to: use this .

tank. & 20° | Sunnyintervalsanda
o

9° moderate breeze 6.
d

A stocktake found another petrol tank iwh had unbutchered

Easy, it just needed painting and then it could all be put back together190
and runniig with some fresipetrol. A better paint job would happen if

the rest of the paint was stripped off first. I'm motfully good at fr— —_—
painting. Well, rubbish at it is more honest. Anyway, the remaining

paint laughedt the paintstripper and put up a stubb@esistance to the 0900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500
onslaught with the hot air gun. Eventuatiyrad all been removed.

The new paint turned out to be 'slow' paint wouldn't run but then ) )

agah the brush marks wouldrdisappear either. It looked like black o)

corduroy. ) e | £ 19° 19°
D 17° i i L

| think it was Einstein who defined madness as deixagtly the same 16°

thing as before and expecting a different result. After the third corduroy 15°

attemptsanity returnedJinxed perhaps by those dreadful féetter

words 'easy' and 'just’ this wagyding to work. The forecast
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| think the facilities at the Wilden Village Hall suit the event well but
it's not the easiest place to get to. Adtglian Water's serqpermanent
excavation on the éhhold roadtogether with a bike not best suited to
dual carriageway work and a difficulty getting out of bed at the crack of
dawn | was going to be late, just as | have been for the most of the Albert®
Brown runs I've ever done. Sure enouas | rode into Wilden others
were riding out.

Off they go under Brent's watchful gaze

| signed on and picked up a route sheet, just the one so no awkwaroll
changing over at the roadside am$ an addeddmus writing big '
enough for me to be able to read easily from the saddle.

Don hadn't set off yet and seemed happy for me to join him on the ride.
We got the first instruction correetwe turned left out of the start. It
was the second one that causedfits¢ and only problem. We turned
too soon, realising all was not well when the expected T junction failed
to appear. In my defencthe odo on the speedo occasionally fails to
count the miles.

We rode at a leisurely pace to the tea stop, leisurely ertowglow the
scenery to be enjoyadthough in places it was necessary to keep a keen
eye out for potholes.

An unapproachable Norton at the tea stop

The tea stop gave me the chance to see the bikes I'd missed at the stag =&
There was a awsiderable variety of bikes both ancient and modern, &
from Chris Dawkin's veteran Triumptwith several vintage bikes

through to much more modern Japanese machines and a BMW Boxer. &

In amongst this collection was a fair selection of variations on the theme And another, a Laverda 750SF
of British twins. One of these was an early Featherbed Norton, a
motorcycle I've always considered to be quite styligixcept for the
hideous silencerghat is. If Norton had wanted to make a style statement
with silencers how about something like the rsilers fitted to the
TriumphRudge hybrid which was also on the run?

I've used the word 'modern’ above to describe some of the bikes. It's a
word which has changed its context over the years. When | started with
the VMCC | rode a 1926 Ariel which belonged to Régwell as my

own Ariels, now over 70 years old, were too 'modern’
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represented 106.5 miles which equates to an impressive 84 mpg, St
impressive | had to check the numbers again. This must be another of
the benefis of a leisurely pace as well as the opportunity to enjoy the
scenery.

Thanks Brentfor another excellent day out.

The Albert Brown Runi take 2

LAURENCE FOX

It was my first visit to this event, by all accounts it was a good turnout.
My younger brother Nick on his Lighting and myself on the 57 t100 had
a great ride to the buttery. We had to get back home for early afternoon
so did not complete the return trip. Thought the attached pics may be of
use. This is not all the bikes that kopart.

A real vintage Cotton roadburner, I'm sorry | didn't get to see it running.

The ride back to the start amghch, and in Don's companyvas as ,
leisurely as the ride here and | fully expected to be amongst the lastis
back. We weren't by any means. One of the turnings, signposted as™
'Raunds 4', had suffered some damage to its signpost such that the si
could only beread from the opposite direction. We overshot by yards,
others apparently overshot by miles.

777777

- i

The neat little silencer fitted to the Trudge although why labelled
'Cotton’ I don't know

Lunch was excellentas usugland there was plenty of it tecso many
thanks to those who prepared it.

| chose to ride my modern 1955 Ariel but it doesn't have a particularly
large petrol tank: nominally two and a half gallons. | was expectingto ~ 4
do somethingn excess of 100 miles in total on the run and to and from
Wilden and while a tankful at 60 mpg should do 150 miless feeling

a little nervous about petrol, especially as the bike can be quite thirsty
when used well.

| filled the tank at Clophill anthen again at Tesco's in Shefford where
it took 5.71 litres. A little research on Google maps suggested that §
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