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EDITORIAL 
ñéand the days grow short when you reach Septemberò. Or so sang 

Frank Sinatra, amongst others, in that classic lament ñSeptember Songò. 

And how true it is ï evening rides get shorter and shorter, and the focus 

starts to shift towards indoor events. Indeed, our next clubnight moves 

indoors in a change to the advertised programme ï see below for details 

but please come along, it promises to be a really interesting evening. We 

are extremely grateful to Tim and Ben for stepping in at short notice. 

Donôt forget, you donôt have to be a VMCC member to come to our 

evening meetings, so please bring along anyone who you think might 

be interested. For runs, participants should be VMCC members, but 

weôll always be happy for any non-member to tag along as a taster, in 

the hope theyôll enjoy it and join up. 

 

We still have a couple of runs in this yearôs calendar: Donôs final 

Midweek Run for the year and Normôs Autumn Gold Run ï details 

below ï so donôt even think about putting your bike away yet. Better 

still, keep it out and join the Informal Runs on the first Thursday of each 

month through the Autumn and Winter. By ñinformalò, I mean there is 

no route sheet, and the route and destination may change to suit the 

weather conditions and the desires of those joining in. One constant is 

that they will always head to a café of some description. The first one 

(see below) will start from the Memorial Hall in Shefford (STMA) but, 

after that, may vary to allow a greater choice of route and destination. 

 

An unusual feature of this issue is the inclusion of a few ñclassifiedsò. 

Unusual, yes, but very welcome ï please feel free to send me anything 

relevant for sale or wanted; or even just appeals for information or help. 

 

Many thanks to our contributors to this monthôs issue ï Don, Kerry 

Martin Nige and Will. Please submit any contributions to me on 

bryan.marsh@btinternet.com 

 

Bryan 

Beds Section News 

Upcoming Events 
 

CLUB NIGHT ï A RACING VINCENT, STMA, 
THURSDAY, 14 SEPT, 7.30 FOR 8PM 
In a change to the advertised event, Tim Kingham has kindly agreed to 

fill the breach and bring along the Vincent that he and his son, Ben, 

campaign quite successfully. Gordon Hallettôs talk on the Moto Giro 

will hopefully be re-arranged for early next year. 

 

MIDWEEK RUN ï STMA, THURSDAY, 21 SEPT, 
10.15 FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE 
According to Donôs schedule, the destination for his final Midweek Run 

of the year is (most likely) the Baa T-Room, Nobbyôs Farm Shop, 

Billington, 

 

BREAKFAST MEET ï SUNDAY, 24 SEPT, 10AM, 
RUNWAY CAFÉ, SHUTTLEWORTH COLLECTION, 
OLD WARDEN 
A hearty breakfast in the Shuttleworth Café, open from 10am, then why 

not head over to Leighton Buzzard for Sand and Motorcycles? 

 

SAND AND MOTORCYCLES, SUNDAY, 24 SEPT, 
PAGES PARK, LEIGHTON BUZZARD 
Not a Section Event, per se, but it has been organised largely by Mario 

Costa Sa, the former VMCC National Chairman. Originally created and 

organised by our own Neil Cairns, this has grown into a major local 

event ï a great attraction being its essentially informal nature. Come and 

go as you please, free entry (donations gratefully accepted to help pay 

for the band) and lots and lots of bikes. Every type of two and three 

wheelers are expected, not just classics by any means ï even loads of 

scooters, generally arriving in large groups. This year, amongst the 

attractions, are new caterers and the presence of Bonhams Auctioneers. 

 

Further ahead 
 

SHUTTLEWORTH RACE DAY, 1ST OCT 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, weôve been invited to have a stand 

at this excellent event. Unfortunately, itôs too late to enter a bike now, 

if you havenôt already done so. Donôt fret if you have entered but 

havenôt heard anything back yet from Shuttleworth; apparently the 

organiser is away on holiday. It's a great event with some fantastic 

vehicles taking part in parades and the sprint along the grass runway, 

together with an airshow.  

 

We hope to have the gazebo from VMCC HQ, so a couple or three 

volunteers to help put it up sometime on the Saturday would be very 

welcome. If you are bringing a bike, please note that weôll be on grass 

so you might wish to bring something suitable to go under your stand. 

 

INFORMAL MIDWEEK RUN, THURSDAY, 5 OCT, 
STMA, 10.15AM FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE 
As mentioned in the editorial, this is a non route sheet run, generally just 

follow-my-leader if the numbers are manageable. The only things for 

certain, at this stage, is that it will go ahead regardless of weather, and 

it will head to a café somewhere not too far away. Probably no more 

than about 30-40 miles. 

 

NORMôS AUTUMN GOLD RUN, SATURDAY, 21 OCT, 
JORDANS MILL, CAFÉ OPENS 9AM, 10.30AM 
DEPARTURE 
Please note that this run is on the Saturday, not the Sunday. Details next 

month. 

 

August event reports 
 
MIDWEEK RUN 

 
 

Don reports: 

The August midweek run meandered around some of the lanes in the 

Marston Vale. Getting there involved travelling along some roads which 

are usually quiet, but on the day had heavy traffic thanks to a series of 

road closures leaving drivers scratching their heads and looking for 

alternative routes. One of those road closures was on the A507 between 

Flitwick and Clophill and necessitated some last-minute re-planning of 

the route to avoid it. Even getting to the start at Shefford proved a 

challenge for some, as the roundabout at the entrance to the town was 

guarded by a set of temporary traffic lights with four-way operation 

resulting in long queues.  

 

However, the sun shone, and ten riders and one sidecar passenger (my 

19-year-old grandson) set off. Despite revised route sheets almost 

everyone opted to follow my modern sidecar outfit and miraculously 

managed to stay as a moderately cohesive convoy. That was until I 

almost missed a turning and created havoc making a U-turn to get back 

on track.  

 

mailto:bryan.marsh@btinternet.com
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A driver near Wood End failed to take notice of my ñstraight ahead 

signalò - in other words a lack of any other indications - and pulled out 

in front of me to create another little bit of unnecessary excitement.  

 

The finish at the Forest Centre was predictably busy as parents took 

advantage of the good weather and facilities to amuse their offspring in 

the summer holidays, but the café did a good job of feeding us.  

 

SUMMER SAUNTER 
About eleven bikes set off from the Shuttleworth Breakfast Meet on an 

excellent circumnavigation route around Bedford, devised by Nige 

Coote, with a midway coffee stop at Milton Ernest. Follow-my-leader 

was very much the order of the day as the route sheet proved a little bit 

too much of a test for some ageing eyesights. 

 

 

Ready for the start at Shuttleworth, once everyone had had a good fry-
up first, of course 

 

Run organiser, Nige, with some of the bikes at the Milton Ernest Garden 
Centre coffee stop 

 

Some more of the bikes at the coffee stop 

The Page Three Girl  
 

 

A Golden Age of TT (Part 2) 
MARTIN LUKER  

By the 1930ôs it did appear that Veloce had stuck for too long with the 

original concept of design, for despite significant modifications to 

improve performance; the appearance of the OHC machine remained 

essentially unaltered until 1936. They also realised that success at 

amateur level was not as engaging for the general-public as óworksô 

entries to the TT. 

 

While the factory had concentrated on improving the ten-year-old 

engine design to the extent of incorporating double overhead camshafts 

for the first time in 1936; it took intervention from Stanley Woods to 

update the frame by re-introducing a rear sprung frame. This was 

immensely significant, for it was the first example of swinging arm 

suspension as exemplified throughout the industry up to the present day. 

The 1936 TT did not bring success, however, for in the 350 race Woodôs 

machine failed within ten minutes of starting when a vertical shaft 

coupling snapped! This was the only time that a óworksô Velo engine 

had stopped with such trouble and while there was no direct reason for 

the failure, particularly from a design aspect, the works chose to revert 

to single OHC. However, Woods fared better onboard the 500 version. 

He managed a second-place finish behind Jimmy Guthrie on a Norton. 

He set a new lap record of 86.98 mph but was still 18 seconds behind 

the winner. 

 

The 1937 Works TT 500cc racer 
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The first version of the square finned cylinder head and barrel, appeared 

in 1937, yet despite this massive finning giving the engine a totally 

different appearance, the bore and stroke remained at 74mm x 81mm 

and the bottom half of the engine was as it had been in 1925! However, 

at that stage of the proceedings the 1937 óworksô Velo engines were not 

quite up to the level of the óworksô Nortons ï which had made the 

transition to DOHC quite successfully. Nonetheless, the gap was 

narrowing; for Woods lost to Freddie Frith by only 15 seconds. Woods 

chased Frith so hard that the latter took the lap record to over 90 mph 

for the first time (90.27mph). Less encouraging for the Veloce Team 

was the fact that Nortons took the first three places in the Junior race: 

Woods only managing fourth. 

 

Whatever the 350 Velo lacked in 1937was found for 1938 and 

thereafter, for after challenges from Frith and Harold Daniell, Woods 

with Ted Mellors took first and second in the Junior TT at a record 84.08 

mph ï with Woods setting the lap record for a 350 at 85.30 mph. 

 
The 1938 Senior TT stands as one of the greatest. It was enthralling with 

moments only between Woods (Velo) from Daniell and Frith on 

Nortons. Each rider held the lead of the epic 264-mile race at various 

stages. It finished with Daniell first at a final lap of 91.00 mph followed 

by Woods 15 seconds behind and Frith only another 1.5 secs back. 

 

This was the strength of the 500 KTT against the all-conquering Nortons 

of the 30s, but in 1939 neither Veloce nor Norton with their unblown 

singles could match the power of the supercharged BMW twins. Meier 

won from Jock West on the BMWs at a record 89.38 mph average. 

However, the outright lap record was not broken, the consistency of the 

Munich twins kept Frith and Woods in third and fourth places. 

 

 

Close-up of the Roarer engine 

Veloce had anticipated the threat and produced an entirely new 

supercharged twin dubbed the óRoarerô. Harold Willis designed and 

built the Roarer in only eight months. There were no doubts that it gave 

BMW something to think about as Woods rode it during practice for the 

1940 TT but another tussle between Britain and Germany intervened. 

 

The subsequent banning of superchargers by the FIM in 1946 

prevented the machine fron ever racing. As it would have been 

difficult to modify the engine for atmospheric running, the model was 

dropped and the unblown singles from 1938 were resurrected for the 

immediate post-war classics. 

 

The works did not openly support racing again until 1951 but Veloce 

machinery was much in evidence and dominated the 350 class. Speeds 

were down on pre-war performance due to the obligatory use of 75-80 

octane ópoolô petrol over petrol-benzol. This necessitating the lowering 

of compression ratios from 11 to 7:1. Curiously the KTT design 

accepted this better than the Manx Norton for despite de-tuning, the 

Norton lost reliability. 

 

Bob Foster led home Velos in the first four places in the 1947 Junior 

TT at 80.31 mph. David Whitworth was second and set the fastest lap 

at 81.61 mph. This superiority continued into 1948 when Frith won the 

Junior at 81.45 mph with Foster second. Frith won once more in 1949 

but although his machine was the fastest 350 of the time and gave him 

the European Championship as well, it was not as potent as it had been 

in 1938. 

 

The KTT design began to show its age in 1950, for although the 

engine was still competitive against Norton and AJS competition; the 

frame and girder forks looked decidedly óvintageô alongside the 

featherbed and 7R. Veloce held on to the old look and Bob Foster 

gained the 1950 350 world title! 

 

I hope that you have enjoyed this one-make excursion back in time. 

Psychiatric update / State of the 

market 
KERRY  DELL AR 

After spending too much time over the last five years buying and selling, 

I feel it is time to stop and ride more instead while still able at 75+. 

 

The market now, in my experience, for 50s-60s British bikes is very 

difficult , with prices falling fast- a good example being at the recent 

Shuttleworth auction: 

Lot Number 540: 1959 Velocette Venom 499cc ï Ex-
Jools Holland 

Sold for just £4900! This would have fetched £8000 a short while back, 

without any famous owners. 

 

Another example is my good friend and collector in Sussex who buys 

bikes just to look at. After every 6 months or so he likes a change, last 

month he wanted a Vincent and asked me to sell his immaculate, correct 

Velocette Thruxton. 

 

This bike he had bought from a dealer at £29 900, I put it on eBay for 

him and last week, it sold (not easily) at £16 500, a big loss. 

 

 
 

The photo above shows this bike being inspected prior to sale by our 

famous, well-known, local, prominent, eminent and distinguished 

Velocette expert. 
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The other photo is of my total collection, yes just 3 bikes only which I 

am happy to own and appreciate, so far this summer I am riding all 3 

frequently. 

 

My pheasant family will now be redundant, but, luckily for them will 

still be fed and not eaten. 

A little bit of advertising 
WILL CURRY  

Over the years there haven't been many motorcycles produced without 

the proud manufacturer putting his mark on them, whether it's his name 

or a special badge like Honda's wing or even a specific colour like 

Kawasaki's hideous green. 

 

This way the origin of the particular bike is obvious to potential 

purchasers. It also enables the owner of something along the lines of the 

humble BSA Bantam to bathe in the reflected glory of BSA's Gold Star. 

 

As an aside, not all manufacturers where completely open about where 

a particular model came from. Triumph in the early 1930's branded their 

lightweight offering as a Gloria. This is a good, early example of a 

Snowden and cheap too at a mere £16 if memory serves me well. A 

Snowden was a motorcycle which qualified for a reduced road tax by 

virtue of its weight or capacity. As a warm-up for next year's quiz, the 

Gloria wasn't the cheapest available. What was? 

 

However, it wasn't only the manufacturer who benefited from what 

might be thought of as a mobile advertising hording. Proprietary parts 

manufacturers badged their products - Villiers, Lucas, Dunlop 

immediately spring to mind. 

 

 

A metal dealer's plate pop-riveted to the rear numberplate of my Ariel 
Arrow 

Dealers also got into the act, often with small metal plates riveted 

somewhere on a mudguard or the rear numberplate. At some time, 

probably in the 1960's, sticky labels began to replace the metal plates, 

cost no doubt playing a part in the transition. 

 

A rather uninspired stick-on dealer's plate on the dummy tank of another 
Arrow 

Some of the metal plates could be quite intricate and it was find one 

such plate that prompted this article. This particular example I've had 

for a long time. It arrived glued to an Ariel steering damper knob which 

came in a box of other, very second-hand parts which were donated to 

the cause by a fellow motorcyclist having a tidy-up. I found it while 

searching for something else. It was no longer glued to the knob and I 

was surprised as to its weight. It looked as if most of the weight came 

from the black coating of dirt on the front and the still sticky layer of 

glue on the back. 

 

 

A more elaborate dealer's plate, as found 

Out of curiosity, I dropped in a tray with some petrol and left it 

overnight. The following morning the petrol was filthy and the plate was 

significantly cleaner. Some more clean petrol and a toothbrush removed 

the rest of the dirt leaving the plate gleaming. 

 

 

After a quick clean in petrol the detail is much more obvious 
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The centre detail is a portrait of St Christopher, unfortunately much 

worn, possibly by being rubbed by a previous owner for good fortune 

each time before setting off. The outer circle of words reads 'Rivetts 

Laytonstone E.11' the dealer in question. The inner circle of words reads 

'Regarde St Christophe et va-t-en rassuré' usually translated as 'Behold 

St Christopher and go your way in safety'. 

 

The plate is cast in bronze and is quite heavy and probably quite 

expensive too. I wonder how many were made and quite what you had 

to buy to qualify for one, more likely Square Four than Colt. 

Spotted on the Island 
 

This photo, stolen from someoneôs Facebook posting, shows a familiar 

looking Norton Commando at the Manx Grand Prix. Hopefully, next 

month weôll have a report from Matt about its apparent popularity. 

 

 

Sowôs Ear? 
BRYAN MARSH  

 

 
 

This picture should have set alarm bells ringing, but it didnôt! It was 

taken by my friendly mechanic to show there was a spring missing from 

the original Luminition electronic ignition on my, then recently 

acquired, Silk 700S. The eagle-eyed amongst you may also have spotted 

traces (!) of oil in the ignition chamber. The job in hand was to replace 

this ignition system with something more recent because of the 

possibility of untold damage, should the bob-weights let go at speed. 

The Pazon system proved unsuitable for some unknown reason, so now 

it sports a Boyer Branson system with twin Lucas coils. These replaced 

the twin-output Suzuki coil which failed and left me stranded halfway 

to Derbyshire ï but thatôs a different story, the moral of which is not to 

rely on the breakdown service offered free with your insurance. 

 

Back to the main story: after a 150-round trip to the National Motorcycle 

Museum for the Scott Owners Club AGM, I peered into the 3½ pint 

two-stroke oil tank under the seat, only to find it almost empty. I reckon 

another 50 miles could have had a catastrophic outcome. I think it was 

Will Curry, long-term Silk owner, who mentioned the tendency for the 

oil to find its way into the primary chaincase. Time to investigate. 

 

Draining the chaincase produced about 500ml of a red oil that looked 

suspiciously like Silkolene TT Sport two-stroke oil, instead of the 

130ml of ATF (also red, just to confuse matters) that was supposed be 

in there. Replacing it with the correct amount of ATF and taking it for a 

50-mile run produced similar results ï about 250ml more than I had put 

in. So how the heck was it getting in there? 

 

Rewind to the picture above and therein lies a clue. In the bottom left-

hand corner, you can just about make out a hole connected to a narrow-

bore black plastic hose. This it seems provided the passageway for the 

oil seen in the ignition chamber to the chaincase, but surely this must 

have meant an awful lot more oil was getting into the ignition chamber 

than George Silk ever had in mind. 

 

Contacting ex-Silk factory man and guru of all things Silk, Clive 

Worrall, led to him kindly offering to look at the oil pump for me, 

despite him no longer generally working on the bikes for people. And 

just as well, as it turned out. Not only was the outer casing suffering 

badly from the porosity that many of their pumps had apparently 

suffered, but someone at some stage had made some modifications ï 

ñmauledò was a word that sprung to mind. 

 

Now, with its new ignition system and refurbished oil pump, itôs an 

absolute joy to ride. I just feel sorry for the previous two owners that 

must have been experiencing the same oiling problems, but hadnôt 

managed to solve them. 
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Classified advertisements 
 

FREE - Single bike trailer. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Home built with Indespension units and Mini wheels. Central trough 

detaches for storage. Comes with trailer board, ramp and spare wheel. 

Contact Don McKeand on 01525 720629 or at 

donmckeand@hotmail.com after 8th September, but before 26th 

September. 

--o0o-- 

 

I need a good home (Will Curry , writes) 

 

Not for me but for my wife's Honda.  Originally registered on 1st 

October 1988 it was purchased on 7th June 1992, with my wife being 

the 3rd owner. It is one of the last XBRs produced and has the wire 

wheels rather than the rather strange-looking, if practical, Comstar 

wheels. 

 

The mileage is now 47,297 and a good description would be 'tired'. 

There are a number of items which will need attending to before it will 

pass an MOT. The front fork oil seals are leaking and, not only will the 

seals need replacing, but the stanchions probably will too. The tyres are 

also in need of replacing due to old age. 

 

The XBR in happier days 

 

And the drive side 

Also requiring attention is the sidestand pivot which is worn, and there 

is a small, ugly crease in the left side of the petrol tank. To round off the 

list off challenges, the engine uses oil and is noisy, bore wear and piston 

slap being the likely causes. 

 

On the positive side, it is remarkably original and, for those who know 

their XBRs, the gearbox seems fine. 

 

Against all common sense, it has grown too heavy and can no longer be 

used and so a new, caring home is sought. We'd like it to go to someone 

who will use it and for the right home the price will not be a problem. 

--o0oð 

 

 
 

TOMOS 50cc Moped. A3 model with a kickstart instead of pedals. 7000 

miles. V5 and new MOT. Recent chain and good tyres. Used for VMCC 

Cyclemotor events, good solid machine. It's advertised for more but I'm 

sure £600 ono will secure. 

Contact Gerry Gibbins 01462 712807. 
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WANTED  
 

Neil Cairns asks: does anyone has a 1940-50-60s sidecar body? 

Condition not too important, I'm happy to restore one. My 'wicker' one 

is old and in poor shape now. 

 

 

Not what heôs looking for. 

And now a picture supplement 
 
SOUTH BEDS CLASSIC SHOW 
 

Only three classic bikes and a solitary scooter on display: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

HITCHIN ROTARY CLUB CLASSIC SHOW, PIRTON 
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