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Kerry& Black Shadow heads a line of bikes at the Shuttleworth Breakfast Meet
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EDITORIAL

fé and the days grow shbwhen you reach SeptenieOr so fing
Frank Sinata, amougst othersin that classitament iSeptember Sory
Andhow true itisi evening rides get shorter and shaqréerd the focus
starts to shift towards indoor eveniisdeed our next clbnight mowes
indoors in a change to tlaelvertisegprogrammeé seebelow for dedils

but please come along promises to be a realigterestingevening We
are extremly grateful to Tim and Ben for stepping in at short notice.
Dond forget, you dofl have to be a VMCC member to come to our
eveningmeetings so pleas bring along anyoneho you think might
be inteested.For runs participantsshouldbe VMCC memlers but
wed| always be happy for any neanember to tag alongs a éster, in
the hope thedl enjoy it and join up.

We still have acouple of runs in this yeats calendar Donés final
Midweek Run for the year and No@nAutumn Gold Ruri details
belowi sodond even think about putting your bike awagtyBetter
still, keep it out and joithelnformal Runs onhte first Thursday of each
month through the Autumn and Wer. By finformalo, | meanthere is

no route sheetand the rote and destination may change to suit the
weather conditions and the desires afsth joining in.One constanis
that they vill always heado a caféof some descriptianThefirst one
(see bw) will start from the Memorial Halin Shefford (STMA) but,
after that, may vary to allow a greater choice oteand destination.

An unusualfeature of this issue is the inclusion of a favlassfiedso.
Unusual, yes, but very welcoriepleasefeel free to send me anything
relevant for saler wanteg or even justappeals for informatioar help.

Many thanks to our contributots this montld gsssuei Don, Kerry
Martin Nige and Will. Please submitany contributionsto me on
bryan.marsh@btinternet.com

Bryan

Beds Section News
UpcomingEvents

CLUB NIGHT T A RACING VINCENT, STMA,

THURSDAY, 14 SEPT, 7.30 FOR 8PM
In a change to the advertisedent, Tim Kingham hakindly agreedto
fill the breachandbring along the Vincent thdte and his sqnBen
campaign quitesuccessfully Gordon Hallefis talk on the Moto Gio
will hopefully bere-arranged for early next year.

MIDWEEK RUN 1 STMA, THURSDAY, 21 SEPT,

10.15 FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE

According toDon schedulethedestinatiorfor hisfinal MidweekRun
of the year is(most likely) the Baa FRoom Nobbyés Farm Shop
Billington,

BREAKFAST MEET 1 SUNDAY, 24 SEPT, 10AM,
RUNWAY CAFE, SHUTTLEWORTH COLLECTION,

OLD WARDEN
A hearty breakfast in the Shuttleworth Gafgen from 10anthenwhy
not headover to Leighton Buzzard f@and and Motorcycl@s

SAND AND MOTORCYCLES, SUNDAY, 24 SEPT,

PAGES PARK, LEIGHTON BUZZARD

Not aSection Eventper seputit has ber organsed largely by Mario
Costa Sathe former VMCC National Ghirman.Originally created and
organised by our own Neil Cairnthis has grown into a majdocal
eventi agreat attraction being iessatially informal naure Comeand
go asyou please, free entrglgnationsgratefully accepted to help pay
for the band)and lotsand lotsof bikes Every type oftwo and three
wheelersare expected, iqust classics by angneansi evenloadsof
scooters generallyarriving in large group. This year amongst the
attractions,are new caterel@nd the presence obBhams Auctioners

BEDS VMCC

NEWS

Further ahead

SHUTTLEWORTH RACE DAY, 15T OCT

Asmentiored in the last newslettewedve been invited to have a stand

at this excellent eventnfortunately, iés too late to eer a bikenow,

if you haverdt already done soDond fret if you have entered but
havend@ heard anything backet from Shuttleworth appaently the
organiser is awaon loliday. It's a great event with some fantastic
vehiclestaking part in parades and the sprint along the grass runway,
together with an airshaw

We hope to have the gabo from VMCC HQ so a couple or three
voluntees to help put itup sometime orthe Saturday would be very
welcome If you are bringing a bike, please note tvat 6 | | be o
so you might wishio bringsomething suitable to go under your stand

INFORMAL MIDWEEK RUN, THURSDAY, 5 OCT,

STMA, 10.15AM FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE

Asmentionel intheeditorial, thisis a nan route sheet run, generally just
follow-my-leackr if the numbers are manageallae only things for
certain at this stage, is thatwill go ahead regardless of weather, and
it will head to acafé sanewhere not too far awayProbablyno more
than about 3640 miles.

NORM& AUTUMN GOLD RUN, SATURDAY, 21 OCT,
JORDANS MILL, CAFE OPENS 9AM, 10.30AM

DEPARTURE

Pleasenote that this run is on the Saturday, not the Suridatails next
month.

Augustevent reports

MIDWEEK RUN

Don reports:

The August midweek run meandered around some of the lanes in the
Marston Vale. Getting there involved travelling along some roads which
are usually quiet, but on the day had heavy traffic thanks to a series of
road closures leaving drivers scratching theads and looking for
alternative routes. One of those road closures was on the A507 betweel
Flitwick and Clophill and necessitated sotastminutere-planning of

the route to avoid it. Even getting to the start at Shefford proved a
challenge for somesthe roundabout at the entrance to the town was
guarded by a set of temporary traffights with fourway operation
resulting in long queues.

However, the sushone,and ten riders and one sidecar passenger (my
19-yearold grandson) set off. Despite regth route sheetslmost
everyone opted to follow my modern sidecar outfit and miraculously
managed to stay as a moderately cohesive convoy. That was until |
almost missed a turning and created havoc makinguaritko get back

on track.
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in front of me to create another little bt unnecessary excitement.

The finish at the Forest Centre was predictably busy as pai@rk o
advantage of the good weather and facilities to amuse their offspring

the summer holiday$ut the café did a good job of feeding us.

SUMMER SAUNTER

About eleven bikes set difom the Shuttleworth Breakfast Meat an
excellent circumnavigtion route aroundBedford devised by hye
Coote, with a midway coffee stopt Milton ErnestFollow-my-leader
was very much the order of the day asrthge sheet proved a little bit
too much of a test fasome ageingyesights.

b . A Golden Age of TT (Parg)

Ready for the start at Shuttleworth, once everyone had had a good fry-
up first, of course MARTIN LUKER

By t he tdidappeéadthat Veloce had stuck for too long with the
original concept of design, for despite significant modifications to
improve performance; the appearance of the OHC machine remainec
essentiallyunaltered until 1936. They also realised that success at
amateur level was not as engaging for the géserab | i ¢ as
entiesto the TT.

While the factory had concentrated on improving tbeyearold
engine design to the extent of incorporatinglidle overhead camshafts
for the first time in 1936; it took intervention from Stanley Woods to
update the frame by 4iatroducing a rear sprung frame. This was
immensely significant, for it was the first example of swinging arm
suspension as exemplifieddlughout the industry up to the present day.
The 1936 TT did not bring succes
machine failed within ten minutes of starting when a vertical shaft
coupling snapped! This was the
hadstopped with such trouble and while there was no direct reason for
St y ok R the failure, particularly from a design aspect, the works chose to revert
Run organiser, Nige, with some of the bikes at the Milton Ernest Garden to smgle OHCHowever, WQOQS farec.i bett.er O”boafd the 500 version.
Centre coffee stop He managed a secoipiace finish behind Jimmy @hrie on a Norton.
He set a new lap record of 86.98 mph but was still 18 seconds behind
the winner.

Some more of the bikes at the coffee stop The 1937 Works TT 500cc racer
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The first version of the square finned cylinder head and barrel, appearedThe works did not openly support racing again until 1951 but Veloce
in 1937, yet despite this massive finning giving the engine a totally machinery was much in evidence and dominated the 350 class. Speed:
different gpearance, the bore and stroke remained at 74mm x 81mm were down on prevar peformance due to the obligatory use of8®
and the bottom half of the engine was as it had been in 1925! However,o ct ane 0 p o o | 6-bepzel.tThisonecessitateng thegowveringo |
at that stage of the proceedi ng sofdompeessionratids fromvid tok’@uéiouslyehe KTT easigni ne s
guite up to the | evievhichddd nalentee 0 vaccepted tbis bétterthanahre 81anx Norton for despHteigieg, the
transition to DOHC quite successfulljNonethelessthe gap was Nortonlost reliability.
narrowing; for Woods lost to Freddie Frith by only 15 secokidisods
chased Frith so hard that the latter took the lap record to over 90 mphBob Foster led home Velos in the first four places in the 1947 Junior
for the first time (90.27mph). Less encaogiray for the Veloce Team TT at 80.31 mph. David Whitworth was second and set the fastest lap
was the fact that Nortons took the first three places in the Jauer at 81.61 mph. This superiority continued into 1948 when Frith won the
Woods only managing fourth. Junior at 81.45 mph with Fosteecond. Frith won once more in 1949

but although his machine was the fastest 350 of the time and gave him
Whatever the 350 Velo lacked in 1937was found for 1938 and the European Championship as well, it was not as potent as it had beer

thereafter, for after challenges frdanith andHarold Daniell, Woods in 1938.
with Ted Mellors took first and second in the Junior TT at a re@4:@B
mphi with Woods setting the lap record for a 350 at 85.30.mph The KTT design began to show its age in 1950, for although the
engire was still competitive against Norton and AJS competition; the
The 1938 Senior TT stands as one of the greatest. It was enthrallingwithf r ame and girder forks | ooked de

moments only between Woods (Velo) from Daniell and Frith on featherbed and 7R. Veloce held on to the old look and Bob Foster
Nortons. Each rider held the lead of the epic-26ke race at various gained the 1950 350 world title!

stages. It finished with Daniell first atfinal lap of 91.00 mph followed

by Woods 15 seconds behind and Frith only another 1.5 secs back. | hope that you have enjoyeuig onemake excursion back in time.

This was the strength of the 500 KTT against theatfiquering Nortons - 2

of the 30s, but in gSJL939 neither VeIoce?nor Nortonqwith tgeir unblown PSyCh Iatrlc u pd atd State Of the
singles could match theoprer of the supercharged BMW twins. Meier

won from Jock West on the BMWs at a record 89.38 mph average. maI'I(Et

However, the outright lap record was not broken, the consistency of the
Munich twins kept Frith and Woods in third and fourth places. KERRY DELL AR

After spending too much timever the last five years buying and selling
| feel it is time to stop and ride more instead while still able at 75+

The market nowin my experiencefor 50s60s Britishbikesis very
difficult, with prices falling fasta good example being at the recent
Shuttlewath auction

Lot Number 540: 1959 Velocette Venom 499cc i Ex-
Jools Holland

Sold for just £4900This would have fetched £8000 a short while hack
without any famous owners.

Another example is my goddiend andcollector in Sussex who buys
bikes just tdook a. After every 6 months or so he likes a change, last
month he wanted a Vincent and asked me to selhinisaculatecorrect
Velocette Thruxton

This bike he had bought from a dealer at 29, | put it on eBay for
him and last week, it sold (not dg¥ at £16500, a big loss.

Close-up of the Roarer engine

Veloce had anticigted the threat and produced an entirely new
supercharged twin dubbedksighed and 6 R
built the Roarer in only eight months. There weoedoubts that it gave
BMW something to think about as Woods rode it during praéticthe

1940 TT but another tussle between Britain and Germany intervened.

The subsequent banning of superchargers by the FIM in 1946
prevented the machine fron ever racing. As it would have been
difficult to modify the engine for atmospheric running, the model was
dropped and the unblown singles from 1938 were resurrected for the
immediate postwar classics.

The photo above shows this bike being inspected prior to sale by our
famous well-known, local, prominen, eminent and distinguished
Velocette expert.
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A rather uninspired stick-on dealer's plate on the dummy tank of another
Arrow

Some of the metal plates could be quite intricate and it was find one
such plate thaprompted this article. This particular example I've had
for a long time. It arrived gluet an Ariel steering damper knob whic
The other photo is of my total collection, yes just 3 bikes only which | came in a box of other, very secenand partsvhich were donated to

am hapy to own and appreciate, so far this summer | am riding all 3  the cause by a fellow motorcyclist having a tigy. | found itwhile

frequently. searching for something else. It was no longer glued to the knob and |
was surprise@s to its weight. It looked agmost of the weight came

My pheasanftamily will now be redundant, but, luckily for them will from the black coating of diin the front and the still sticky layer of

still be fed and not eaten. glue on the back.
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or a special badgkke Honda's wing or even a specific colour like
Kawasaki's hideous green.

This way the origin of theparticular bike is obvious to potential
purchaserdt also enables the owner of something along the lines of the
humble BSA Bantarno bathe in the reflected glory of BSA's Gold Star.

,...‘
..-4‘

s

As an aside, not all manufacturers where completely open about Where"'._;. -
aparticularmodel came from. Triumph in the early 1930's branded their . =

lightweight offeringas a Gloria. This is a good, early example of a [ * -J-'»""‘:j"; i~ . ST
Snowden and cheap too at a méfé if memory serves me well. A h‘“' F A~ e — —.‘.‘.b.p,';“'/' ———

. age We'a = " -
Snowden was a motorcycle which qualified foreduced road tax by N S ‘ . ~~,~ Bt v e T N :"“‘
virtue of its weight or capacity. As a wawup for next year'sjuiz, the IRRREE o Mo e PSP S i i
Gloria wasn't the cheapest available. What was? A more elaborate dealer's plate, as found

However, it wasn't only the manufacturer who benefited from what Out of curiosity, | dropped in a tray with some petrol and left it
might be thoughof as a mobile advertising hordj. Proprietary parts overnight.The followingmorning the petrol was filthy and the plate was
manufacturers badged theproducts - Villiers, Lucas, Dunlop significantly cleaner. Some more clgagtrol and a toothbrush removed

immediately spring to mind. the rest of the dirt leaving the plate gleaming.
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A metal dealer's plate pop-riveted to the rear numberplate of my Ariel L

F o L
Arrow Vo ¥y
Dealers also got into the act, often with smalltahglates riveted / o
somewhere ora mudguard or the rear numberplate. At some time, :;;3;’: y
probably in the 1960's, sticky labddegan to replace the metal plates, o et
cost no doubt playing a part in the transition. After a quick clean in petrol the detail is much more obvious
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The centre detail is a portrait of St Christopher, unfortunately much
worn, possibly by beingubbed by a previous owner for good fortune
each time before setting off. The out#rcle of words reads 'Rivetts

Laytonstone E.11' the dealer in question. The inner circle of words reads

'Regarde St Christophe et-tr@n rassuré' usually translated as 'Behold
St Christopher and ggour way in safety'.

The plate is cast in bronze and dsite heavy and probably quite

expensive too. | wonder homany were made and quite what you had
to buy to qualify for one, more likely Square Four than Colt.

Spottedon the Island

This photo, ®len from someors Facdook postingshowsa familiar
looking Notton Commandat the Manx Grand PrixHopefully, next
monthwedl have a report fronMatt about is apparent poparity.
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This picture should have set alarm bells ringing, but it ditimt was
taken by my friendly mechanic to showtlevas a springiissing from
the orginal Luminition electronic ignitionon my, then recetly
acquired Silk 700S The eatp-eyed amongst yomay also have spotted
traceg(!) of oil in theignition chamberThejob in hand waso replace
this ignition systemwith something more recent because bé t
possbility of untold damageshould thebob-weights let go at speed.
ThePazon sy®m proved unsuitable for some unknown reasomav

it sports a Boyer Bransa@ystenmwith twin Lucas coils Thesereplaed
the twinoutput Suzuki coilwhich failed and left me sandedhalfway
to Derbyshirg but thatés adifferent story, the moral of whichs not to
rely on the breakdown service offerde with your insurance.

Backto the main storyafter a 156round trip to the Nonal Motorcycle
Museum for the Scott Owners Club AGM, | peered into 3tepint
two-stroke oil tankunder the seabnly to find it almost emptyl reckon
another50 milescould havehad acatastrophi@utcome think it was
Will Curry, longterm Silk ownerwho mentionedhe tendency fothe
oil to find its way into the pmary chaincaseTime to investigate.

Draining the chaincaseproducedabout 500ml ofa red oil that looked
suspiciously like Silkolene TT Sporttwo-stroke a, instead of the
130ml of ATF @lsored, justto confuse matters) that was supposed be
in there.Replacing it with the correct amount of ATF and taking it for a
50-mile run produced similar resultsabout250ml more than | had put
in. So how the heckvasit geting in there?

Rewindto the picture abovand therein lies a cluén the bottom left
hand coner, yau can just abut make out &ole connected to@arrow
bore blackplastic hoseThis it seems provided the passageway for the
oil seen in the ignition chambéo the chaincase, bsurelythis must
have meant an awful lot more oil was getting ititeignition chamber
thanGeorge Silk ever had in mind.

Contacting ex-Silk factory manand guru of allthings Silk Clive
Worrall, led to him kindly offeing to look at the oil pump for me
despitehim no longergenerally working on the bikes for peopfend
just as well asit turned out Not only was theouter casing suffeng
badly from the porositythat manyof their pumpshad apparently
suffered, but someone at some stage rhade some mafications i
fimadedo was a verd that sprung to mind.

Now, with its new ignition system ahrefurbished oil pumpité an
absolute joy to ride. | just feel 8y for the previous two ownsrthat
mug have been experiencing the same oiling probldms$ hadidt
managed to solve them.
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FREE - Single bike trailer.

And the drive side

Also requiring attention is the sidestand pivot which is war there

is a small, gly creasen the left side of the petrol tank. To round off the
list off challengesthe engine uses oil amglnoisy, bore wear and piston
slap being the likely causes.

On the positive sidat is remarkably original and, for those who know
their XBRs the gearboxeems fine.

Against all common sensie has grown too heavy and can no longer be

used and so a new, carihngme is sought. We'd like it to go to someone

who will use it and for the right home the price witit be a problem.
--0009

Home built with Indespension units and Mini wheels. Central trough
detachesdr storage. Comes with trailer boardmp and spare wheel.
Contact Don McKeand on 01525 720629 or at
donmckeand@hotmail.com after 8September, but before 26
September.

--000--

| need a good homéWill Curry , writes)

Not for me but for my wife's Honda. Originally registered on 1st
October 1988 it wapurchased on 7th June 199dth my wife being
the 3rd owner. It is one of the last XBRs produead has the wire
wheels rather than the rather stratmeking, if practical, Comstar
wheels.

The mileage is now 47,297 and a good description would be ‘tired’. TOMOS 50cc Moped. A3 model with a kickstart instead of pe@ai30

There are a number of itemdiich will need attending to before itwill ~ miles. V5 and new MOT. Recent chain and good tygeed for VMCC
pass an MOT. The front fork oil seals are leaking not only will the Cyclenotor events, good solid machiries advertised for more but I'm
seals need replacinigut the stanchions probably will too. The tyres are sure £600 ono will secure.
also in need of replacing due to old age. Contact Gerry Gibbins 01462 712807.
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WANTED

Neil Cairns asks does anyone has a 19480-60s sidecar body?
Condition not too important, I'm happy to restore one. My 'wicker' one
is old and in poor shape now.

Not what he& looking for.

And now a picture supplement

SOUTH BEDS CLASSIC SHOW

Only threeclassichikes and a solitary soteron display
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