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KEEPING YOU INFORMED DURING LOCK -DOWN

Ellis Billington on fiThe Islando i but where on the TT circuit? [see also page 3]

Light at the end of the tunnel?

EDITORIAL

Some importanhews inside from Don about restarting the socialbumst under stri ct r ul edegdlitp.loenn sSwnr e
will be a very welcome step forwawvdth a chance to air the bike and interact with othaltseit from six feet awaysmall groups and no pub stop

Dave Watt 6s f unTaesad June atlthe Betiferd Gresnhtariuno subject tocurrent Government restrictiondennifer has asked
that we provide a motorcycle escort from Shefford to Bediealing at.45am Logistics are yet to be sorted pbtut we wo n dotentdn
the crematorium groundsith the bikespr attend the funeral itselMore details when availabl&here will be a proper memorial evéater.

Virtual club night available from tonigfitWill isi Ge t t i n g seMibovhitpr/gvéw.wcurry.co.uk/vmccbeds/net_night_may/w_001.html

Once again, loads of really interestagdhighly amusingcontent thanks to atiur contributors Ellis, Will, Neil, Tim, Martyn, Nige and Don

Bryan

IN THIS ISSUE

SOCIAL RUNS TO TALES OF WINTER  SOME MORE TT
START AGAIN RIDING STUFF
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the archivist at Bedfor@ouncil and for a small feethey sat me a

SeC“On [d | ng neWS scan of the original registration listinghe handwriting is a bit

di fficult to read but it was sup
BEDS SECTION MID WEEK RUN ARRANGE MENTS registered on 10Jan 1946 to someone called Wyatt in Church Road,
DURING COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS, FROM JUNE 2020 Sundori just 2% miles from where | live.

Don is keen to restart midweek runs and has producedfttiewing
gui dance which, for everyoityeos
adhered toThe 1ll guidance is herenttps:/bit.ly/COVIDRIideV2

r

Maximum of six riders

This is to be achieved by pb®oking with the organisé€see below

for contact details)When the run is announcgediers wishing to
participate should contact the organiser byail or telephone. When
the number of participants (including the organiser) reaches six, the
entry list is closed. The date of the run anel¢bntact details of the
organiser will be published in the VMCC Beds Newsletter.

To ensure that riders not pp@oked do not join the run, the start
venue will only be revealed to the booked participants.

If more than six riders express an interestitae ndi ng, a
will be kept in case anyone drops out before the startifagigough - : : =
are interestedhe run will be repeated on another day soon after. 1946 James Autocycle out for a spin in Harlington

| havenét been far but itds a fu
aslowerpaceoflifand a very feeble front
have a speedometer because | think that would be too depressing goin
up hills.

Social distancing
When meeting at the start, riders are asked to keep 2 metres apart.

Start/finish locations will be chosen to avoid coming into contact with
other members of the public.

At the ot her end of the scal e. [

Route sheets witiotb e of f er ed. Ri di-myg wi | | Cop@adp |pought from Bop Culuggnd now fitted with a taing
screen, carrier and tepox.

| eader 0 gr ou p-offeystenn YWhereger podsikele thte ruasp
will start and finish at the same place.

The distance of runs will be limited to less than 50 miles and so no
provision will be made for ttet breaks or refreshment stops and at no
point will riders be indoors. Riders will be asked to ensure that before
they start they have enough fuel to get them from their home to the
start plus 50 miles to avoid filling station stops.

You should considervhether you will need to bring with you a face
mask, hand sanitizer and your own refreshments.

Please ensure that your machine is capable of completing the run
without needing assistance from others.

At the conclusion of the run, if riders have broudgit own :
refreshments, they will be able to consume them with social distancing &=
of 2 metres. Riders will then disperse independently. 1977 Norton Commando at the Coveney lock-up and Pound, near Ely

DATE AND CONTACT DET AILS FOR THE FIRST RUN |l &m sure | 6m not the only one ou

picturesfor this newsletter.

Don McKeandwill lead a run orthe morning of Thursday, June1.8
To sign up and get details of the start time and location contact Don

eitherby email:donmckeand@hotmail.cqror by telephoneon: Seen |n the papeI‘S

01525 720629
BEDS TIMES & INDEPENDENT - FRI 14 SEPT 1900

M eanWh I |e’ baCk at the ranc'h The Automobile Club had a run on Saturday from London to Bedford,

BRYAN MARSH and were entertained to tea by Mr. E. W. Hart at Luton. Motors,
motortricycles, and motaecycles of all descriptions put in an

. . . appearance. A number of Pressmeere invited to join in the run

and went for a short spias you can see in the picture As 1 6 m s lotef Bedford. The ride was enjoyable, but cold. The motors left
you all recogni ze, itos a 1946 JigmegSy Agutt 0sCayyCel ne oWi ¢t ho Ctkh’e a9n8dC Ct nVel
Junior Deluxe engind bought it justoverayearagob m Jac ks ojnfpsSt af t ean Sundag mooning. The Brissmen had by that
Garage in Knebwortmainly because I love the look of Autocycies time been sufficiently shaken, scared by marvellous corner turnings,
also have 4946 Francis Barnett version that lives in my louhgeu and frozen by rushing through the cold night air. Duringfitea,

can do that wlHlEshadbeen theair ewnbikemaghere ) \yhjle some of the motorists were washing the dust off and others

than one just passing throughittaealershipa n d  t hey 6 d h agkin§ Bafa dogfight helped to while away the time. The canine

engine fully rebuilt by Villiers Servicesnd only donetzout 50 miles specimen brought down by the Secretary of the Club all but got

or so since. Achawgd by its opponent, and had

) o veterinary surgeon. One of the motors turned unruly and backed into a
You might no tal Bedfordshirearegistiatiod. scordadt! o pig pair of gates, to the mutual benefit of the gates and the car.
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SCOTTOS AMIEENTY

Many thanks to Ellis for letting us sego of hisprized possessions,
the picture on the front cover and ttetificate below

7.7, Rally 2000
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Frank Applebee (500 Scott) on his way to winning the 1912 Senior TT

Just look at the widtand the surfacef that road and the gateThe

Isle of Man TT was only five years oldnd this was only the second
year on {Noantaihn Sousee fred d e p adsascesh | e
motorcycle engineering that meant they coyldt aboutfacklethe
incline. The story goes that the first rider out on 188 mile racehad

to openthe gates, and the last melnse them.

BEDS VMCC

The page 3 girl(not on a Scott)

Marianne Faithfull as fiThe Girl on the Motorcycled in the 1968 film

ItGs that maragain

[takenfrom the BBC News Webdite

A museum has discovered that one of the motorbikes in its
collection was raced by a young Captain TorMoore.

Bradford Council's museums and galleries service said the fundraising
veteran raced the Scott Flying Squirrel in local club evé&dpt Tom,

who is originally from Keighley, West Yorkshire, won numerous
motorcycling trophies.

The bike once belormgl to Oliver Langton, who raced for the famous
Belle Vue Aces speedway team in Manchedtbe museum said
Maurice Rispin, who is in his 90s and is an expert on Scott
motorcycles, remembers the bike being loaned, or possibly sold to
Capt Tom.

'‘Amazing and poignant'

Sarah Ferriby, Bradford Council's executive member for healthy
people and places, said: "We couldn't believe it when we found out
that one of the bikes that we have on display in our Bradford Industrial
Museum was once rode competitively by Capin. In response to the
museum'’s find, he said: "This is absolutely extraordinAityo could

rBave imagined this most amazing and poignant part of my story should
come back to lifé

The bike was restored in the 1950s by photographer C.H Wood, who
used it to compete in scrambling radésiso needed to be-re
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registered and the number was changed from DN 3612 to ARR222. troubles, made us resolve that we spend that night at least in
bike nowbelongs to Mr Wood's son, David, and is on loan to the Angouléme and make Bourdeaux the next day, which we accordingly
museum. did.

Thus enled my first big motor cycle race. The experience | gained in it
was invaluable, and | suppose its greatest charm lay in its novelty.
Bardin eventually won the race so far as the motor cycle section was
concerned, and | found that he had accomplished inigwa very

cunning manner. The reason our tricycles had stopped was because th
rain, saturating the higtension wire from the accumulator to the
sparking plug shostircuited the current. Bardin knew from

experience that this happened, and as sodrbagan to rain, he being
near a farmhouse, dragged his machine under a shed, waited until the
rain had ceased, and then went on his way without the running power
of his machine having been affected in any way. It was another
example of the old hand bealdithe novice.

[THE END]

Taken from ATen Years of-1M060r by
Charles Jarraott, first published 1906.

S
"

" i S5 = -
C.H Wood on the bike at Dob Park, n

The 1899 PartBordeaux Race

CHARLES JARROTT

[Part 37 Conclusion]

At the end of Part 2, we left Jarratiuck on the side of the road in the
pouring rain, alonen the middle of French nowhengjth a dead
machine and no shelter.

One or two cars and one or two motor cyclists passed me, and then
there was a big interval. Suddenly a solitary rider appeartéeei

distance traveling very slowly. The figure appeared to be familiar, and
presently, to my joy, | recognized it as Edge. Dismounting, he inquired
what my trouble was, and in order to see if my tricycle was really out
of order he jumped on and pedalietbr ten or fifteen yards, but not

an explosion could he obtain. He therefore rushed back to his machine,
saying that as he could not help me he would go on. Then he found his
own machine would not go either. We were therefore both stranded at
the sameot in very much the same plight, both equally tired, both

wet through to the skin. | should think we were delayed at this spot for

an hour, and then it ceased raining, and we began wearily to push our

way to the next village, which a kilometre stone infed us was some A to r]_ u p T I ? N a/e rl
eleven kilometres away. The sun came out, the rain ceased, and then . =
suddenly without any warning, my tricycle started off again. |
immediately sprang into the saddle and dashed off. Arriving in the
village, | found a little auberge and dis@red that they could give us
some food. This | ordered, left my machine outside, and started to
walk back along the road to render Edge assistance. Then | saw a very

peculiar thing' a motor tricycle coming towards me and wandering

from one side of theoad to the other apparently with no one

controlling it. It certainly looked very uncanny, as | could not imagine

where Edge had disappeared to and how the tricycle remained on the

road. As | got nearer | discovered that Edge was pushing it, but he was

so fatigued that he laid his head down on the saddle, and with both

arms stretched out to the handlebars was dragging himself along,

pushing the machine in front of him, regardless of where it went; and

in this position it was impossible to see his body frame distance

away. Our combined efforts enabled us eventually to arrive at the

village, and after we had obtained some food we started off with

renewed vigour on the rest of the jourrieyut we were not to arrive

at Bordeaux that day. Edge broke a chand in trying to start his An engireerhadplottedagraph ofthe increase iwinning average
machine by running along and springing into the saddle over the back speedsn the Senio TT from 1920 t01936 and concluded thahe
axle he charged a curb in Ruffec, bending the axle and putting a wheel curve wagyraduallyflatteningand that it would level oyt before
out of truth. | ran into a huge rocky boulder that had been placed on  reaching the magic ton. That kaidwas unattainabldijust like the
the road by some migreant for the benefit of the racing cars, and summit of Mount Eversto, he added

buckled my front wheel very badly. These delays, coupled with other
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