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EDITORIAL

Probably too late to wish you a Merry Christmas, although we are only
on the fourth/fifth of the twelve days of Christmas, and possibly a little
premature for a Happy New Year greeting — but you get the general
idea, I’'m sure. Hopefully, everyone’s new year resolutions will include
riding their bikes more and sending contributions to the newsletter.

Arrangements for John Brooker’s funeral on 11" January have been sent
out by email together with the wish that there will be a few bikes at the
church in Everton. An impressive entourage of a dozen bikes followed
the hearse carrying Malcolm McReynolds from Henlow Village to a
packed crematorium at Icknield. Many more members attended in their
cars.

Many thanks to this month’s contributors: Chris, Kerry, Neil, Nige,
Richard Sam, Tim and Will. Please submit lots more to me on:
bryan.marsh@btinternet.com and please, if possible, use Word with any
photographs separate, not embedded in the text, to make my life a little
easier.

Bryan

Beds Section News
Upcoming Events
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MIDWEEK LUNCH - NUYARD GARDEN CENTRE
(FLITVALE), FLITWICK RD, WESTONING, MK45

5AA, THURS, 18 JAN, NOON-ISH

According to their website, in addition to the spacious and modern
restaurant, they have “a large farm shop, a well estalbished florist, a well
stocked pet store, a large plant area filled with a diservise selection of
well looked after plants.” NB the spelling mistakes are theirs, not mine.

BREAKFAST MEET — SUN 28 JAN, RUNWAY CAFE,
SHUTTLEWORTH COLLECTION, 10AM

December event reports

BREAKFAST MEET, SUN 31 DEC, JORDANS MILL,

BROOM, 10AM

See the old year out with one last plate of sausage, bacon and eggs at
the ever-popular Jordans Mill. Why not stock up with flour and cereals
whilst you’re there.

WINTER WANDERING, THURS, 4 JAN -

CANCELLED, UNLESS INFORMED OTHERWISE

Storm Gerrit meant my visit to family had to be postponed, possibly
until next week if the weather looks more favourable. Sorry, but that
means I won’t be here on Thursday. I’ll send an email if things change.

CLUB NIGHT - “MOTO GIRO”, STMA, THURS, 11
JAN, 7.30 FOR 8PM

We’re delighted to have our tame Italian-bike nut, Gordon Hallett,
telling us about riding in the Moto Giro of Italy, the historical re-
enactment of the oldest and most prestigious Italian motorcycle race.
“Braking on curves and then launching again on the straights, the uphill
runners proceed in fits and starts, like raindrops on the windows. This
is the fun of the most beautiful and treacherous of racing.” [Quote from
their website, probably applying more to the original race than the
current gathering of classics]

WINTER WANDERING
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Ever hopeful that someone will share my enthusiasm for riding
whenever possible through the winter, | was thrilled to hear the
unmistakeable sound of Gerry and Kerry’s bikes approaching the
meeting point in Sharpenhoe layby. | had a 40-mile route sketched out
but we agreed just to head to Emma’s Café, at Pure Triumph in Woburn
instead. Luckily, my original route passed close by, so we followed that
heading up Sharpenhoe Hill to Streatley, then down to Lower Sundon,
over the M1 near Junction 11a, through Chalton, Fancott and Milton
Bryan to Woburn. A welcome, warming coffee then headed back
through the Deer Park where we parted company and went our separate
ways. | decided to carry on to the originally planned lunch stop at the
Avenue Kitchen in Wrest Park, only to find the whole of Silsoe seemed
to have got there just before me, so | went home instead.

CLUB NIGHT — AUCTION AND CHRISTMAS CHEER

Who’ll give me afiver for this wonderful antique petrol can?
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A really good, fun evening, thanks to a great team and a (fairly)
generous audience, especially those who donated more than the hammer
price of the goods they’d been cajoled into buying.

We raised just over £300 of which £150 will go to the National
Association of Disabled Bikers (NADB), £75 to the Essex & Herts Air
Ambulance and £75 to the childrens hospice charity supported by our
April speaker, John Young. Brent did his usual sterling job of foisting
unwanted lots on the unsuspecting - and keeping everyone laughing.
Don’t worry, you can always bring it back next year. It never ceases to
amaze me what appears each year and the bargains that are to be had —
eBay, eat your heart out. | came away with a really good leather jacket
for just a fiver — amazing.

Christmas fayre, in the form of traditional pizza (traditional to us, that
is), proved very popular; so popular that we’re going to need even more
next year — if we can fit them in the oven. And not a mince pie in sight.

Please excuse the indulgence but | thought it was a rather good picture
—thanks Sam (Andrew Samways)
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Although not officially a Christmas Lunch (no paper hats or crackers),
it seems to be traditional for the December Midweek Lunch to be held
at the Toby Carvery in Goldington Road, Bedford. A popular place but
there always seems to be room for us — ten of us, this year | believe. |
think it’s always fun at a carvery just to see how much some people
can pile on to a single plate (not us, naturally).

Can we go back for seconds?

The Page Three Girl

Caption contest, anyone?

What’s the correct pressure?

WILL CURRY

This all started with me acquiring another Ariel, this time a four-stroke
twin. It's the 500cc twin which was Ariel's own design rather than the
more common 650 which was a clone of BSA's A10. It's been set up as
a replica of Ariel's ISDT 1955 twin.

Amongst other features this includes a 21" front wheel, the cause of my
concern. There are plenty of trials-type tyres available for this size of
rim but precious few road tyres. When the time came the Previous
Owner had fitted what he could get hold of at the time, a very modern
Bridgestone 2.75 x 21" road tyre at the front and a distinctly traditional
4.00 x 18" Dunlop Gold Seal K70 at the rear.

PAGE 3




BEDS VMCC

DECEMBER 29 2023 // ISSUE SEVENTY

NEWS

Asking Bridgestone what pressure they recommend for a nearly 70 year
old Ariel might become more than somewhat involved "I'm just putting
youon hold . . .".

I can get quite evangelical about the state of tyres, especially mine,
without too much effort. This isn't exclusive. | get pretty involved with
chains too. In fact, nearly all of my involuntary waits for recovery have
involved either tyres or chains.

So when on my first ride the Ariel steering felt a little strange my first
thought fell on the front tyre. I'd already asked the Previous Owner what
pressures he used and had already checked the tyres against his
recommendations. They were spot on at 22psi for the front and 18psi at
the rear.

I couldn't help but feel these were perhaps a little on the low side and it
was at this point that things began to, well, unravel, sort of. According
to my wife I'm more than inclined to get too involved and to over-
complicate things. | don't see things that way at all. I just like to be sure
that I've completely understood whatever it was and that I've done the
job properly.

So, starting at the beginning, the tyres need to be correctly inflated to
work properly. That this is important is even recognised in law - there
is a legal obligation which is backed up by stiff penalties to maintain
one's tyres correctly inflated.

This is where the problem starts. As far as the current Highway Code is
concerned correctly inflated is "The manufacturer's recommended
pressure’ and this is part of Construction and Uses Regulation 27.

My problem here is which manufacturer - the bike or the tyres? Ariel
recommend 18psi at the front and 20psi at the rear but these are for a
3.25 x 19" tyre at the front and 3.50 x 19" rear, significantly different in
size from those fitted. Anyway, tyres have changed a lot since these
figures were published nearly 70 years ago.

TYRE PRESSURES

The recommended minimum inflation pressures for
Dunlop Cord Tyres in 1bs. per sq. in. are as follows :—

Model Tyre Size Pressure (lbs per
s5q. in.)
K.H. SOLO Front : 3.00—20 o 22
Rear : 3.50—19 ... 18
K.H. S/CAR Front : 3.00—20 ... 28
Rear : 3.50—19 ... 26
S/CAR 3.25—19 ... 17

When a pillion passenger or additional load is carried the
pressure in the rear tyre should be increased in accordance
with the load and pressure schedule shown in the Dunlop
booklet.

Tyre pressures from the Ariel Owner's Guide

Tyre manufacturers used to publish what | knew as 'Load Tables' which
listed their products by size and gave the maximum load for each tyre
size over the pressure range the tyre was designed to work over. These
seem to have disappeared, all one gets now-a-days is a number which
corresponds to the maximum load at maximum pressure.

Inflation Pressures

The inflation pressures given below are those recommended
for a given load for each size of tyre. The loads bearing upon
each tyre can be ascertained by placing each wheel in turn on
a weighbridge, the respective weights being taken with the
I:ldCl‘ seated on the machine. Due allowance should be made
for a pillion rider, and in the case of side-car combinations
for passengers. '

Inflation Pressures—Ib. per $q. In.
Nominal 16 18 20 24 28 32
Tyre ‘
Section
(Inches) Load per Tyre—Ib.
2.375 120 140 160 185 210 240
2.50 120 140 160 185 210 240
275 140 160 180 210 250 280
3.00 160 180 200 240 300 350
\
3.25 200 240 280 350 400 | 440
3.50 280 320 350 400 450 500
4.00 360 400 430 500 — | —

The Dunlop load table from the associated booklet

Applying the figures from the load table in the Dunlop booklet which
accompanies the Ariel Owner's Guide to the current, modern tyres
suggests pressures of 28psi and 16psi. My understanding is that
generally modern tyres are much 'softer' in construction than
predecessors and so need to be inflated to higher pressures. 16psi is
considerably softer than | feel comfortable with.

% legislation.gov.uk

Home ! Browse Legislation | New Legislation | Coronavirus Legislation | Changes To Legislation

Title: Year: Number: Type:

The Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986

UK Statutory Instruments > 1986 No. 1078 > PART Il > C > Regulation 27

Table of Contents Content More Resources @

The full dignity of the Law

To quote the relevant part from Construction and Use Regulation 27:

"27.- 1) Save as provided in paragraphs (2), (3) and (4), a wheeled motor
vehicle or trailer a wheel of which is fitted with a pneumatic tyre shall
not be used on a road, if-

(b) the tyre is not so inflated as to make it fit for the use to which the
motor vehicle or trailer is being put"

Apart from the wonderful use of a double negative there is no mention
of manufacturers' recommendations and no mention of any sort of
tolerance. It's hardly exactly specific at all.

Anyway, the only course available was the practical one and a quick
ride round the block with the front at 28psi and the rear at 22psi felt
much more stable. When I've sorted one or two other issues, I'll try
another ride at 32psi and 24psi and see what if any effect this increase
in pressure has.
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Leighton Buzzard & Lindslade
and the ROYAL AIR FORCE

The Vickers Vimy Bomber

NEIL CAIRNS. RAF 1966-1988.

[You can identify an aircraft enthusiast by the fact they use the correct
title of 'aircraft’ and not "aeroplane’ or ‘airplane’; a 'plane’ is a surface,
and 'aeroplane’ a surface that produces 'lift', i.e. a wing.]

Linslade was a small village that had migrated from its original location
nearer Heath and Reach, to arise around the 'Leighton Buzzard' railway
station in the mid 19" Century and become a Victorian railway town.
The area between the canal and the river Lovat (now called the Ousel)
was an industrial area because of the access to the canal for easy
transportation of goods. One company situated there was Morgan &
Co., who built wagons, carriages and bespoke car bodies. Their
expertise with wooden construction caused them to become involved in
The Great War 1914-18 in building one of the first proper 'bombers' for
our armed forces.

When the First World War (WW1) began in 1914, the technology of the
aircraft was very, very crude indeed. The Wright brothers in the USA
had only just conquered the problem of 'lift' in the USA. But there is
nothing like a war to accelerate and improve technology. At first aircraft
were just used as 'spotters' for the artillery and enemy troop positions.
By 1917 the crude aircraft had advanced in huge strides and could now
fly for many hours and carry huge loads. This led to the development of
the 'bomber'. The Vickers Aeroplane Company who originated from
Erith in Kent were tasked with building a twin-engined bomber (one of
the first) capable of reaching Berlin. Rex Pierson designed the Vickers
Vimy at Brooklands Vicker's factory, Weybridge, and set about getting
it built. An original order of 1,130 was made by the War Department
and by then production had been farmed out to over seventeen different
locations. This was because the small factory at Brooklands simply
could not cope. These were mostly small carpentry firms or coach-
builders as the construction was originally of wood covered in fabric.

One of these was the coach building firm of Morgan and Co. of
Linslade. Their factory was situated by the side of the canal where the
Tesco supermarket is. Morgans built just 40 of these huge bi-planes
(two wings, one mounted above the other). Various engines were fitted,
from Fiat A12; Sunbeam Maoris; Hispano Suizas; but those made in
Linslade had Rolls Royce Eagle Mk8s. The completed aircraft's
fuselage were transported on horse and carts, with the wings following
on another cart, to Scotts Field field by Townland Farm just south of
Pages Park on Billington Road. Today this is the Sandhills Estate. They
were assembled on this field and then flown off for delivery to the RAF.
The RAF was not formed until 1% April 1918, towards the end of WW1.
The reason that the Vickers Vimy went to the RAF and not the Royal
Flying Corps was simply because the aircraft was too late for the war.

BEDS VMCC

The Vimy Bomber works

It never flew on any WW!1 sorties in anger. The order of 1,130 was
mostly canceled. It was not ready for full Squadron service until 1919
but did eventually become the first front-line bomber of the RAF until
the early 1930s. By then the Rolls Royce 'Eagle’ engines had been
replaced by the more powerful 'Napier Lion'.

But the Vimy was an iconic aircraft in its own right. As mentioned, it
became the main bomber aircraft of the RAF and spawned a long list of
other aircraft. It was itself built in from a Mk1 to a Mk10. A special type
was the 'Vernon', for use policing in the Middle East A transport/troop
carrier version flew in 1920 called the 'Victoria' developed from the
1919 'Vimy Commercial' the first true airliner. This developed into the
bigger 1934 'Valentia'. A civilian version. From the Vimy bomber the
bigger 'Virginian' was developed for the RAF. This was a stretched
Vimy with an even greater range and first flew in 1922. Imperial
Airways had a civilian passenger version built for their world-wide in
1922 called the "Vanguard'. But it was the "Virginian' bomber, a 'big'
Vimy, that began as a wood and canvas structure in 1922 that by 1941
(yes, they were still being used into WW2) had changed over to a full
metal structure. This was the Mk10 fitted with the much more powerful
Bristol Pegasus engine from 1933, but its origin was that WW1 bomber
of 1917. The Vimy took us from wooden stringbags to metal mono-
construction, from pram-wheel undercarriage to proper sprung
oleo legs.

Vickers Valenta Mk 1

Whilst the Vimy did not take park in WW1, it did gain some very
important World Records FIRSTs, Alcock & Browns 1919 flight across
the Atlantic was first; followed by the 1920 flight from London to
Capetown in a Vimy Commercial by Broome and Cockerell; and then
London to Sidney by two Australian pilots, Ross Smith and Keith
Smith, taking 28 days. These epic flights carved out the eventual
civilian flight-paths for Imperial Airways which we still use today.
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So those aircraft built in Linslade were the for-runners of a very great
line. If you want to see a VVimy in the raw, there is one on display in the
RAF Museum at Hendon. In the 1980s a replica was built and flown
(fitted with American Chrysler car engines) and is now on display at the
Brooklands Museum in Weybridge.
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For more information obtain a copy of C.F.Andrews’ book “Vickers
Aircraft” by Putnam.

Did you know?

KERRY DELLAR

Did you know that Vincent is our only local Motorcycle manufacturer
post WW2? How many were actually made is a question often asked
and how many survive.

Approx. 12,000 were made and it is estimated a high number compared
to other makes have survived, about 65%. Why is this? Partly due to the
original very high cost but also because they were actually purposely
built TO LAST which in some respects caused their downfall; why buy
a new bike in the 1950's if your Vincent was still running reliably and
not wearing out?

Today, sadly, many are kept as investments and not ridden, but
thankfully a lot are and backed up by excellent spares availability. So
good is the spares availability that in 2007 a NEW Black Shadow was
built from spare parts to prove a point - which it did, that bike though
ended up in a Museum but I understand is occasionally used. This bike
was offered to VOC members first through the Spares Company but
failed to reach the expected reserve/build cost, it then went to Bonham's
auction and just recovered it's cost at £34,500, strangely though at that

BEDS VMCC
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time in 2008 a good second-hand Shadow would have fetched more than
this new 2007 reg. bike.

In 2018 a Black Lightning at auction got £651,715 - a world record.
Another is up for auction in the spring, so it will be interesting to see
what that fetches. Originally this one was built in sidecar spec for
Australia where they were more into this type of racing than here.

News Years Day Monday 1st January 2024
9:30am - 2:00pm

MARKET SQUARE, STONY STRATFORD, MILTON KEYNES MK11 1BE

The event is FREE for spectators and drivers but donations to Willen Hospice would be appreciated

Manx Motorcycle Diaries 2023

A return to the Isle of Man for the Manx Grand Prix

CHRIS SAWYER

[The following was typed early each morning on my phone in Samsung

Notes and converted later. I've left it mostly as written to keep the diary
feel ]

We have a basic group of five who have been coming for quite a few
years. We met up at various B&Bs over the years and have finally
settled on the Ashfield in Hutchinson Square in Douglas. Pete and Rick
ride up from Essex (now over two days) and ride Honda XBRs. Vic and
John come over from Heysham as they live close by in Lancashire. Vic
always rides an AMC bike and John a Norton. I come up from
Hertfordshire in my Van bringing the Cotton and my 350 Tri-Greeves.
This year illness has meant that Vic, our unofficial leader, could not
come due to a recent operation, but we have Pete back for the first time
since 2019 also due to illness and the Covid break. I normally come over
on Wednesday and have a day on my own as the others come Thursday
night. My friend Gordon from Stevenage comes over separately in his
camper van with Italian bikes and camps at St Johns football ground
with the Italian Motorcycle Club.

These notes are dedicated to Vic’s friend Mike Bond who always came
but is no longer with us.

Set off 23rd for Liverpool via a friend’s near Northwich for annual
catch-up. Arrive Liverpool and wait in ever-increasing rain. Pete and
Rick are on same boat as me. Get in quite early and in bed by 11.00pm.

24 August
Up early as possible Thurs. Aim to unload Cotton ready for VMCC rally
and then off for petrol and to Ramsey for start of run at The Old
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Courthouse. Fewer vintage bikes there than last year. Meet up with
Gordon who is on an MV-Agusta Ottantatre (83cc).

At Ramsey for start of VMCC Rally

We all set off and within 3 miles everyone confused by instructions.
Decided to go by own route to St John's via TT course to Kirkmichael
and coast road. Excellent run with some other bikes. At Peel, park up
amongst the rest for the big Peel motorcycle day. Hang out with Gordon
most of the afternoon before meeting up with Pete Rick and John. Ride
back to Douglas. Evening is traditionally fish and chips at Onchan and
beer in Railway Terminus pub. The Cotton has run well and was
complimented. Many people asked about it at Peel and took photos.

Friday 25 August

Go to Laxey to just hang out. Met another Cotton owner. Promised to
send Club magazine and got his address. He has a ‘34 250 JAP Cotton.
Rode on to Creg to watch the lightweight race. Nice ride over the back
roads. Met a friend from the Stevenage Motorcycle Club. Started to rain
and all racing cancelled so back to Douglas via Onchan. Traffic bad.
Walked into town for lunch then up to Railway pub for early dinner.
Heavy rain overnight.

Saturday 26 August.

Today is a full day. We have practice for the races, then: ‘Made at the
Manx’ which are racing stars riding period bikes to celebrate riders who
started at the Manx. Something not seen before at the Manx are sidecars!
Doing a tyre testing lap. Then the Senior Manx Classic race with TT
stars riding classic type bikes. The winner being Dean Harrison on a
Manx Norton.

Sidecar outfit out of shape at the Creg. Photo Gordon Hallett

Watched all this at the Creg, which was busy. Some interesting bikes
and people including talking to a guy with a vintage Indian. Also spoke
to a man from NI with a Telstar. Then went to Ramsey for tea and
Biscuits. Watch a bit of the lightweight race at Parliament Square. Nice
ride back to Douglas for dinner at Norman's bar.

BEDS VMCC

Vintage Indian

Sunday 27 August.

Busy day for events. Sprint at Ramsey, Jurby, Centenary parade and
display. The Centenary Parade was to mark 100 years of the Manx. It
was open to all and on open roads so I didn’t enter as mostly modern
bikes and no overtaking. Went down to grandstand to see Gordon who
entered on the MV . Hundreds of bikes not may old and weather poor.
Rain on mountain. Set off to Ramsey to watch sprint and had lunch there
then onto TT Teas (a regular haunt at Bride) for cake etc and then on to
The Point of Ayre. Back to Ramsey then return to Douglas over the
mountain. Cloudy but no mist. Bike running well. Adjusted front brake
and topped up oil on return. Went out to seafront for Spitfire fly-past
and bike display of those who did morning run. Then on to Pizza and
Pasta for dinner then Rovers Return for a drink. Full day!

Monday 28 August

Last day for racing but delayed due to am rain so unload Greeves and
put Cotton away due to possible need for lights and ability to lock up.
Went to Bradden Bridge to watch. Racing eventually put off until
afternoon so go with Pete to Port Erin for coffee. Racing eventually
finished in the evening. Dinner at Manin Hotel. Greeves running well
but others don't think it's as fast as Cotton.

Three singles at the Point of Aire.

Tuesday 29 August.

Sunny morning so off to Peel for ice cream. Then on to Calf of Mann
for coffee and cake. Back along Castletown Road to Port Soderick
where we find an activity charity building for ex-service and emergency
workers. Stayed sometime to find out what they did.

Wednesday 30 August

Dawns sunny again but feeling under the weather. Some kind of cold (I
thought) so don't go out on bike. Get newspaper and check van. By
coincidence, the first proofs of the September Cotton magazine come
through so can check these on laptop in good time. A few typos and a
gap to fill but fortunately I have something saved on a stick. Later in the
day printer has checked it all and we're ready to roll.
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Tea and Cakes at the Café at the Calf

Later go out for a walk and coffee as the weather fine, possibly best day
of the week.

Thursday 31 August - packing up day.

Greeves in the van and then off to St John's to collect Gordon's e-bike.
He's returning his Norton Electra home from the Jurby museum and
needs the space in his camper. As an aside, the e-bike contains a side
drive kit that | sold to Gordon which was my first iteration into e-bikes
during the lockdown. My objective was to build an e-bike for £200 using
a donor bike. Gordon had done over 600 miles on it and I've moved on
to upgrade and build two Cyclemaster based hybrid bikes using the
same system. This is outside the scope here but if anyone is interested
in these things, | can forward some articles | wrote for another
magazine. Anyway, bike slung in the van and then off to Peel to meet
up with my friends for a last ice cream and a kipper bap. Had a look
around the Lecce bike museum, a little treasure in the old jailhouse on
the Quay. Back to Douglas and a last call to wife. before she goes south
as well tomorrow morning to East Africa to do good works for her
charity. Such is the busy life of the retired! See my friends off to their
ferry in pouring rain to Heysham. It’s really the only serious rain we've
seen all week. For a change the weather has exceeded the gloomy
forecast. I'm on the 7.30 ferry tomorrow so early night. Best memories:
The coast road from Kirkmichael to Peel on Thursday with strangers on
much later bikes. Also, the run over the Mountain last Sunday with my
friends being impressed with the pace of the old Cotton. The bike was
widely admired during the week and surprised a few on the road
(including me). Possible two new members to sign up to Cotton Club.
Looking forward to being home but also looking forward to returning to
Mona's Isle next year

A great week but find out on return that light cold is Covid!

Siane hiat.

Walking backwards with the last
Douglas Production Racer

BEDS VMCC
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MK5, both in running order. The owner informed me that he had had no
interest from the advert in nearly a week and absolutely (by order of the
lady of the house) “those old bikes had to be gone by evening” or they
were for scrap, so | paid the sum required. Now my Mate had a van that
we used for taking our race bikes to meetings, but he was not around at
such short notice, so | hit on a cunning plan. I rode the first bike to the
end of the street, walked back and rode the other past the end of the
street to the corner by the Tring Museum, in view of the other distant
machine, then waked back to the end of the street and, well you can see
the plan unfold. At one point one bike ran out of petrol but, using an old
bottle from the hedgerow, | transferred a pint and continued. It took me
most of the day to arrive home; I don’t suppose insurance or tax entered
my head and back then | guess the local bobby would have been
understanding.

| sold the T35 and kept the MKk5, using it on and off for a year or so. |
was at the time racing a Vincent twin in the production class in MCC
and BEMSEE events (which is not as grand as it sounds now, as the
Vincent only cost me £65). The production class was about the only way
to race a Vincent back then, as there were very few unlimited classes
and then only in club events, as national production races excluded “old
bikes.” My guess is they were frit of 1000cc). | forget what minor
disaster befell the Vincent but, because | could not afford the spares
required, |1 was going to miss a production race | had entered at
Snetterton. However, since my mate was also entered and | had already
paid for the race, | hit on another cunning plan. | would race the MK5
Douglas instead. And so to Snetterton we went. In the event, the
Douglas did not let me down and, although we were last, it finished the
race. The inevitable occurred a week or so later as | ascended the Hale
Hill, Wendover when, at the steepest part, the piston seized and the
whole right-hand barrel detached itself from the crankcase and
commenced to flop around on the con rod, liberally spraying oil around.
Even now | hang my head in shame since, not only did I continue home
as a 175, | ditched the engine - and the frame was occupied by a 2T
Villiers two-stroke twin under the sobriquet of a ‘Dougville’. However,
I still have a Vincent and a Douglas or two and a few gearbox parts from
what I refer to (with a smile) as ‘the last Douglas production racer’ so
something must have rubbed off.

The Bench

WILL CURRY

TIM KINGHAM

Back in the early sixties I was well in to motorcycles and racing but
short of an actual road bike when | saw an advert in the local paper:
“Two Douglas motorcycles running for sale.” I can’t remember the
price but, as | was a young engineering apprentice, they must have been
cheap. They were for sale in Tring, some five miles distance from me at
the bottom of the Chilterns on which I then lived. | caught the bus to
Tring (that must be the last time I used one) and found the seller’s house,
and there, as advertised, were the two post-war Dougli: a T35 and a

I really like this place. I've been coming here and watching the world go
by ever since we moved here, a very long time ago. When the kids came,
they'd often as not come along too, especially my daughter. Later, the
grandkids would come as well. We'd wave at the passing cars and make
up stories about where they were going and why.

Plenty of people have given me plenty of help over the years and I've
always tried to help when | can. Now you could say it's become my life.

One evening | was there as usual and on my own as is the way now-a-
days when 1 heard the 'thud, thud, thud" of an old-fashioned single-
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cylinder motorcycle. It sounded flat and rather unhappy. Into view came
a tidy camshaft Velo, a KSS from the late 30s at a guess. It was very hot
and the exhaust pipe was blue for quite a long way, obviously not a
happy bike. It stopped alongside me on the other side of the road. |
wasn't sure the stop was entirely the rider's choice.

I stood up from the bank where | was sitting and walked over. "Hello" |
said. "I'm Bob by the way". "I like these. In the right hands they are both
nimble and fast but this one looks somewhat troubled".

"I've had it about 3 hours and I'm not sure | haven't bought a complete
lemon” the rider replied. | asked him if he'd had many older bikes to
which he replied that this was his first.

"I've been riding bikes since | was seventeen” he said "but they've all
been modern”. | told him about the Vintage Motor Cycle Club and
where the local section met and suggested he went along. It then dawned
on me that he probably didn't have much of an idea about the controls.
Sure enough, the ignition was more retarded than advanced which
explained the blue exhaust pipe and the dull sound.

| showed him the advance/retard lever and the valve lifter and | started
the bike for him to see how it worked. Then I got him to try. It started
for him first kick.

"You'd better get a move on" | said. "Those lights were not bad in their
day but by modern standards they are pretty useless”. "The sun's setting
and | need to go too".

The rider looked round. He was on his own. His eye caught a detail on
the bench on the bank where his helper had been siting. The inscription
on the plaque read "In memory of my grandfather Robert Billson. We
used to sit on the bank here and watch the world go by".

Bryan’s bikes

BRYAN MARSH

At the start of each year, | set a target mileage for each of my bikes.
Then at the end of the year, I look to see which ones haven’t hit their
target and I move them on. Well, that’s the theory, but it’s never quite
that simple. It’s only fair to see if there is a good reason each one hasn’t
seen much use, such as waiting for hard-to-find parts or stuck in a queue
for work to be done. And then, of course, there’s the emotional
attachment to consider — can | really face getting rid of it? That’s the
usual stumbling block and explains why | can barely get into the garage
or the shed. I don’t have too many bikes — they tell me that’s impossible
— I simply don’t have enough space.

This year it was the Triumph T160 Renegade, the Triumph Model H
and the Panther 35 that fell short — so should they go? Of course not,
they each have good excuses:

TRIUMPH T160 RENEGADE

Ever since | was seventeen, I’ve drooled over T160 Tridents - but they
don’t have the best reputation for reliability, as proven by the standard
one | had a few years ago. The general consensus seems to be that the
engine is a good ‘un, if put together properly. The trouble is that many
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weren’t — possibly as a result of the engines being built by BSA at Small
Heath, where the workers hated their much higher paid Triumph
counterparts. The T160 Renegade was a development of the Les
Williams ‘Legend’, of which about 60 were built, by Trevor Gleadall
who took over the LP Williams business when Les retired. He only built
two, and mine is the first — the other belongs to John Young, our club
night speaker in April.

The great attractions to me were that the Legend and Renegade engines
were rebuilt by former Triumph race mechanic Arthur Jakeman, and this
one had only done 4000 miles since; and it had a Mikuni carb conversion
which should bring the fuel consumption down to the almost reasonable
level. So, there are emotional ties that keep it in the garage, not to
mention the five-figure sum it cost. But why the low mileage this year?
Setting up those carbs has proved tricky - and my mechanic is a jolly
busy chap. Also, as you will see from the picture below some well-
meaning, but totally misguided, fellow had recently had the seat
recovered with an offensive gold piping and, horror-of-horrors, the
Hinckley Triumph logo instead of the Meriden one!

| took the seat to P&P seating in Birmingham who recovered it and
restored the bike’s dignity with black piping and the correct Meriden
logo, as pictures below:

The seat hump may look stylish but it’s a pain in the proverbial with a
bag or throw-over panniers, so | asked R&P if they could make me a
flatter 1960°s Triumph style seat, and what a brilliant job they did:
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1919 TRIUMPH MODEL H

After ten years on a single-speed, foot-clutch 1913 Triumph Model A, |
decided to move on to something similar but with gears and a hand-
clutch. That was about ten years ago, and | bought AF 1898 which had,
allegedly, been put together by a star-of-the-small-screen, mate of Mr.
Henry Cole. Sadly, it wasn’t Alan Millyard or it wouldn’t have taken so
long to finally get it right. Hopefully, this year, that task was completed
and next year might see it hit its target mileage.

g

AF 1898 on the TOMCC stand at the 2023 Stafford Classic Bike Show

Remarkably, out of the blue a few weeks ago, through the Triumph
Owners Club, I was sent the picture below of the chap’s grandmother
on the bike some time, I would guess by the style of her hat, in the 1920s.
He wasn’t sure if his grandfather had bought the bike new, but his
elderly father has fond memories of it as their family transport. The
Cornwall registration records for that period still exist and I’m currently
trying to get hold of a copy from the Cornish Archive in Redruth, should
they ever reply to my email. An excuse for a trip come summer.

The family lived in Tregony, about nine miles SW of St Austell and,
interestingly, the owner before me lived in Trethurgy, about two-and-a-
half miles NE of St Austell. So, it may be that it hadn’t moved far from
home in the first ninety or so years of its life. | may be wrong, but I think
that could be a Gloria sidecar, made by Triumph.
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John Truscott’s grandmother on AF 1898, probably in the 1920s
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1964 250cc PANTHER 35

Photo courtesy of Bonhams, at whose auction | bought it

My first real motorcycle, when | escaped from the trap set by the
recently-introduced ‘sixteener’ law restricting me to a rather uninspiring
Raleigh RM9 ‘Ultramatic’ moped (all I could afford then), was a
Villiers 2T-engined 1964 Panther 35. Sadly, it was one of those
‘occasional twins’ and my apprentice motor mechanic brother showed
no interest in fixing motorcycles. So, sadly, it had to go.

Others may or may not agree but I’d always thought the 2T had a good
reputation as quite a sporty engine for the day, having been released, |
believe, in 1957 (incidentally, the year | was born). For many years after
| sold it, | wondered what it would have been like had it run properly.
Fast forward to 2012 and | bought another one, but it wasn’t much
better, so I sold it to two-stroke wizard Brian Cornwell. Needless to say,
he waved his magic wand and got it running as it should. But the itch
still needed scratching and, a couple of years ago, | bought another one
— paying far too much for it at a Bonhams auction considering my first
one only cost me £15. As you can see from the picture, it had been
beautifully restored, but the owner had recently died.

| had to stop and think hard to discern why it hadn’t hit its modest 250-
mile target for the year. I realised that, although it generally ran well and
was great fun to ride, it was the fear of not being able to start it again to
come home when the engine was hot. | remembered that Brian said he
had made an electronic ignition system for his, and it had transformed
the bike. If | wanted to use the bike more, clearly | needed to similarly
equip mine. | could only find one system made specifically for the
2T/AT engine, but it was by Electrex who, my mechanic friend told me,
make jolly good stuff. On the negative side, it was rather expensive at
approx. £350 but, as you can see below, you get quite a bit for your
money, including a whole new flywheel.

The Electrex electronic ignition kit for the Villiers 2T/4T engine

| bit the proverbial bullet, got the system fitted and at the same time had
a primary chain tensioner fitted. In standard form, the only way to adjust
the primary chain is to take the gearbox off and fit extra gaskets between
the engine and gearbox. Not the brightest of ideas.
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Primary chain tensioner sourced on eBay from a chap who makes them
as a hobby

I’m delighted to say that I now have no fears the bike won’t start when
hot, and the occasional tendency to ‘bog down’ at low revs has been
cured. It’s a joy to ride and I’m now only two miles short of the 250-
mile target for the year.

The Panther always attracts a lot of interest when parked up, but it really
was the big cat’s dying breath. By 1964, the 2T engine had been out of
production for two years, superseded by the square-finned A4T.
According to the prolific motorcycle author Steve Wilson, Panther - by
then in the hands of the official receiver - had acquired Ambassador 2T
stock cheaply from DMW. When these engines ran out, they resorted to
dyna-start versions with no kick-start, allegedly left-over stock from a
microcar manufacturer. The colour was a nod to the Red Panther of old
and, in the UK, they were sold exclusively by Pride and Clarke. Mine
still wears that dealer’s badge on the rear light unit. The attractive ‘jelly
mould’ tank was made by Speedwell and was found on other machines
at that time, including DMW, Fanny B, James and Norman.

mit DOPPELKOLBEN-MOTOR 200 ccm
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London's motorcycle police
withdrawn.

THE MOTOR CYCLE, OCT 6™, 1921

The motor cycle section of the Metropolitan Police, formed a few
months ago, has not proved so successful as was hoped, and is to be
withdrawn. The section was intended more particularly for traffic
regulation duties, and for dealing with offences against the Highways
and Motor Car Acts. It is quite distinct from the special branch of the
detective force, known as " the Flying Squad,” which, using motor
cycles and cars as occasion demands, has recently effected some
sensational captures.

Model outfit

FROM REMINISCENCES BY JOHN GRIFFITH,

[Published in the motorcycling anthology Twistgrip’ by L J K Setright,
1969]

Around this time, Arthur Dolling, founder member of the Rootes Club,
told me of an old Sunbeam and sidecar at Stony Stratford. I went and
looked and was rather sorry to see it was a twin J.A.P.-engined model.
I went home and looked at some Motor Cyclings | had and my eyes
stood out — it was a veteran. | bought it and rebuilt it for the 1953 Pioneer
Run. It was rebuilt again by me in 1960 and was copied by Lesney for
their Matchbox ‘Model of Yesteryear’ toy series. You can buy one for
4s but mine cost me £15 plus about £60 for each rebuild.

The Matchbox ‘Model of Yesteryear’ 1914 Sunbeam v-twin outfit
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Geoff, Malcolm and John

Malcolm’s Honda-engined Greeves at the crematorium
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2023/4

(all events subject to confirmation)

Breakfast Meet - Jordans Mill, Broom

Winter Wanderings Run — Cancelled, unless notified otherwise
Club Night - Moto Giro, Gordon Hallett
Mid-Week Lunch - Nuyard Garden Centre
Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — Essex & Herts Air Ambulance
Mid-Week Lunch - Musgrave Arms, Shillington
Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - Intersection Quiz Night
Mid-Week Lunch - Danish Camp, Willington
Breakfast Meet — Runway Café, Shuttleworth
Club Night - Triumph Quadrent, the four-cylinder triple!
Spring Run

Mid-Week Run

Founders Relay Rally and Breakfast Meet — TBC
Meet Anglian Section for lunch at Shuttleworth
Club Night - Fish and Chips

Roger & Arthur King Memorial Run
Mid-Week Run

Ride to Velo Club

Breakfast Meet - Jordans Mill

Club Night - Ride a Bike to Shefford
Mid-Week Run

Breakfast Meet - Danish Camp, Willington
Albert Brown Run - Wilden Village Hall

Club Night - Car Park Concours

Mid-Week Run

Breakfast Meet - Toby Carvery, Goldington
Club Night - Noggin and Natter

Mid-Week Run

Summer Saunter/Breakfast Meet - Shuttleworth
Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth

Club Night - Aston Hill Hillclimbs

Mid-Week Run

Sand & Motorcycles

Autumn Run/Breakfast Meet — Nuyard Garden Centre
Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - Around the Coast

Mid-Week Lunch - Cross Keys, Pulloxhill
Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth
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07 Nov
14 Nov
21 Nov
24 Nov
05 Dec
12 Dec
19 Dec
29 Dec
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Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - AGM and Slideshow
Mid-Week Lunch - Nuyard Garden Centre
Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - Xmas Bash and Auction
Christmas Lunch - Toby Carvery, Goldington
Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth

PAGE 14



