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STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED
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Precious cargo - not all Welbikes were parachuted in
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EDITORIAL EVENING RUN TO STEVE TODD COLLECTION,

My apologies for the late delivery of this newsletbeu t I 6 m noNEWPORD, NR SAFFRON WALDEN, TUES, 2 JULY

back frommy trip on the modern Hond&,500 miles over10 days Pogponedfrom its original June date because of closed roads (and it

taking inCo.Mayo, Ireland for my ZlIrish Riders Rallythen across for rained anywa) it is now hoped to make this visit July. A suggested

a tour ofjust about the whole dbcotland Very enpyable, thanks for route has already been sent out, essentially the Bt®3@8untingford

asking. to Newport, then right onto thelB83 past the end of the builip area
and it 6s Fa many ihneay be dodst to make your own way

Two important events this weékthe 80" Anniversary of the EDay there but | will lead a un from STMA leaving at 6pm aiming to arrive

Landings and the oM TT. Whilst searching the internet to steal a about 7pm. As a reminder:
picture for the front pagel di d n 6t fingg| presmme, becau
mot orcycl es we rpmdidaltpromositipnafor the ioitiall a GRS
landings No doubtthe M20s and WLAs, etc. arrived once Welberry Z =
Harbours were in placeBut, as the picture shows, the innovative
Welbikeswere light enough to bearried ashore from the landing crafts
allowing a lucky soldier tanvade France in relative style

Richard Chambersreports later in the newsletter on Flitwick
Motorcyclesremarkablecontinung success on the Royal Enfield in the
preTT ClassicRaces

Many thanksto thecontributorst ot h i sissum AdriantBaksr
(unwittingly), Kerry, Richard Sam and Will. Please keep the
contributionscoming- submit to me onbryan.marsh@btinternet.com
and pleaseif possible use Word with any photographs separaiat
embedded in the text, to makeasierfor me

Bryan

Beds Section News
. Steve Todd has an interesting collection of bikes (see theuasine
U pCO min gEve ns issue of the newsletter) which he opens up for viewing once a month to

raise money for the Essex Air Ambulance. We are intending heading
over there when the evenings are longedtine is currently favourite
RIDE-A-BIKE TO SHEFFORD CLUB NIGHT, STMAS, but July is al so potles,ifdthose thatMesh | |

THURS 13 JUNE. 7.30 FOR 8.00PM to travel by bike, but with the option of making your own way there by
' whatever means. Tea and cakes will be available for a donation to the

Air Ambulance.

THE ALBERT BROWN RUN T SUN 7 JULY

Pretty seexplanatory really i t 6 s t thenle&J oubof theeshed,
wipe it down with the proverbial oily ragput some fresh E5 in the tgnk
ignorethe weather forecasnd head dowto the Memorial Hall.

MIDWEEK RUN, SHEFFORD MEMORIAL HALL,

THURS, 20 JUNE, 10.15 FOR 10.30 DEPARTURE
Keep the bike at the front of the shed ready for thetlateo f Do
excellent Midweek Ruristhedestinatiorbeing a closely guarded secret  The original 1904 Albert Brown Trophy

unt il the day. As al wabutsplentybfh er e 6 s be a route sheet )

opportunityfor following-the-leader as well Hopefully, youmanaged tget your entryin before the closing dater
thisprestigiais eventcelebrating the original Albert Brown evehisd

BREAKFAST MEET. DANISH CAMP. SUNDAY 30 in 1904 and 190%ith theintertion of promotng technical development

within the fledgling British motorcycle industryvhich was seen as
lagging behind our continental neighbauy® u 6 r e guar ant
day outon the current day versionp matter how well developed your
machineis, or where it waduilt. Start and finish is again at Wilden
Village Hall, where lunch will be served, withcaffee stop somewhere
en route.

JUNE, 10AM

I'th i n le donedthe Vikingonnectiorjokes to deatlalthough I did

like this onel was digging in the back garden when | came across a
horde ofViking coins, | was so excited | almost ran in to tell my wife,
- until I remembered why | was diggindokesaside, tey serve an
excellent breakfast in a great location
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April/May event reports

FOUNDEROGS REL AYAPRIA BREAKF&ST

MEET, RUNWAY CAFE, SHUTTLEWORTH

A good gathering for breakfabut the Relay Rallan only really be
described as a bit of a washout, in both senses of the Werd few
starters from Shuttlewdrtand very fewisitorsi on a soggy daylhe
less said, the better.

ROGER AND ARTHUR KING MEMORIAL RUN i

SUN 12 MAY

| was hoping someone would have sent a rdponiclude here but, alas,
no. | do, however, know that numbers were down on previous gedrs
the family are thinking about what changes might be necessangure
its future.The followingwas posted on thHerts Branch of the Ariel
Clubés Facebook page by Adrian

AWhat a great
AK Memorial Run for girder fork bikesnd six of us went from our
branch of the AOCSome wonderful bikes dating from 1902tod940.
Ariel was the most common mardinere, but without a doubt the most
coveted bike was the beautifully turned dlldT 500cc \ttwin. Superb

weather, beautiful countryside and vintage motorcycles galor&vh a t G

not to |ikelo

Adrian alsoposted pictures whicldle stolen anéhcluded later; | hope
he
care to pass oour thanks, and my apologies for the theft.

CLUB NIGHT
Fish and chip night was a great succesth an excdent turnout

enjoying a highly subsidized supper (even if there weiet a ny
peas this year) Very nice to see a f ews
foll owi ng Gor do n Theyaate|okcoursé, welcemedog e

any of our meetings and events bsukpect the attraction of those is
not so great.

ANNUAL VISIT TO VELO FELLOWS

Another event that seemed to have fallen victim to the weakhgtrtwo
of our members theren motorcycles (Brent and myseblt a large
turnout of Velo Fellows, some of wti are als&¢’ MCC chaps, who had
the good sense to come in their datee only fishtails in sight were of
the aquatic variety. Rather embarrassing fararsidering the food that
had been laid on.

MIDWEEK RUN

fGowest young man, g 0 ngaseAmérioa, expandad t
T so we did. Not as far west as America but into Buckinghamshire
take coffee at the Three Lockanalside (hence the nanpejblic house

in Stoke Hammongdhaving lost Will on the way due to cutch s{gee
his article later in this newsletter) Thence we headed back to the
grandlynamed Woburn Sands Emporifactually a garden centre) for
lunch with some excellent riding in between.

d alywasithe Béda \WMC6 RK a8di n .‘t“';_... -

d o e s Rethaps ome of the AOC who get this newsletter would

BEDS VMCC
NEWS

More bikes than riders i at the Three Locks coffee stop

MAY BREAKFAST MEET i JORDANS MILL
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Kerry reports:

Low turn out no doubt due to the continuing Monsoon season and cold
weather the so called 'Global Warming' is giving. dsistfour turned

up, Me(TR5T), Gerry(Velo MSS, Nigel (BSA A7) anda Gentleman

Qn RigHogdg. y

Breakfast was good but my new fully waterproof leggings were
anything but totally uselessso will be sent back asayhen Gerry set

off the weather looked good so he did not have his waterproofs on, after
about a mile the heavens openerhilst my legings were bad he had
none!
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- - [fastest lap speed 90.744mph]
Other e\/ents ObOSSl bla nte I'ESt The following week was the start of TT practice and Flitwick
Motorcycles entered a Yamaha.Riter the first three practice sessions

it was %"in thepenultimatequalifying session ridden by Adam Mclean,
DUNSTABLE CLASSIC MOTOR RALLY, SAT 8 JUNE mixing it with quality riders like Hickman, Rutter etc.

It's free entryfor visitors.

https://www.dunstable.gov.uk/event/classiotorrally/ ClUtCh trOUbIe On the Mldweek

LUTON FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT, SUN 9 JUNE RUI’]
Surday afterthe Dunstable show, the action moveStockwood Park,
Farley Hill, Luton 10ami 4pm.
https://lutonfestivaloftransport.uk/index.php

WILL CURRY

PITSTONE GREEN MUSEUM VISIT, SUN 14 JULY The weather forecast was for light rain and a gentle breeze and for once
We have been invited to join tf@hiltern and East Herts Sections in it Was quite correct. The owpletelack of any wind meant that the light
visiting the Pitstone Greereritage ParkMluseum on this open day.  &in was going to be available for some considerable while.

East Herts will beiding in from RedbourrGarden Centre on a scenic _ . . . .
25-mile route. Having spent some time playing around with the tank mountings on the

rigid-framed 500 Ariel it was an obvioaoice for the run, a chance to
'ride same reliability in' to quote a friend. This must have counted as a

PIRTON CLASSIC CAR AND MOTORCYCLE SHOW, plan.

WEDS 24 JULY
Very popular with our members and raising a hageunt of money
for charities, the Pirton show moves to a Wednesday afternoon/evening

The PageFour Girl

The bike concerned

That's certainly how fate treated it. The ride to Shefford went well, if a
little damp and the tank mountivgas now restraining the rear of the
tank asintended by Selly OakWhen the time came to set off | was
treated to a firskick start- what could possibly go wrong?

| found out after we turned onto the A507 having navigated a length of
Shefford's extensive 20mph speed limipening the throttle pduced
lots of revs from the engine but no noticeable acceleration. | pulled into
a sideturning and stopped. David Stapleton stopped behind me. |
explained what had happened and that | intended toffseack home

LOC8.| SUCCeSS d?re‘TT ClaSS|C while | still had some drive. David kihdoffered to follow me back, an

offer | gladly accepted.

Yes, thaté Brigitte Bardot

RICHARD CHAMBERS

Before we set off | texted Bryan to let him know what had happened.
While I had Bryan's number he did not have nand, in the excitement,
| forgot to saywho| was, a point he made in his repQops.

We made it home at a steady 30mph graémng with quite a queue of
traffic - Thanks David for the support.

T b
Nod

Steve Linsdell on a Royal Enfield back in 1991

| have just returnefrom the prelT races held on the Southern 100
circuit for classic machines, for the second year Steve Linsdell's great &

500 Royal Enfield won by a whisker in good company and was second, #&

beaten only by a 750 Triumph triple in the other race ridden by Joe HSEESESEE

Yeardsley riding it for the first time. Nice and easy to getto . . .
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An Ariel clutch is considerably more accessible than those on other
makes. It lives behind a 'bowler hegtained with four screws. | was
quite sure the problem lay with the clutch itself rather than the actuating it
mechanism. With the screws removed and the hat removed it was|
obvious that there was a lot more oil than th&hreuld be: the clutch
should run dry

The clutch on this bike is a competition clutch which is far more
vulnerable to slipping when oily than tendard clutch. It also requires
a considerably stronger set of clutch springs tharstandard clutch.

You may be wondering whiyf the clutd is so easily accessibledidn't
get the spanners out and sort it byribedside. The prevailing light rain
and a dread of losing any of the smaller, hard to repfamsof the
clutch in the scenery coupled with the fact the bike wascsgidable of
moving under its own powexras enough to convince me to carry on
homeward while it was still possible.

Vintage Tasmanid Part 3

DON MCKEAND

TheTasmania Motor Museum is in Launceston and has some interesting
exhibits. I n amongst the fimuscl e
a number of motorcycleg-airly modern superbikes from Italy and
Japan are quite well represented as well as a faiuainod old British

and American iron. One of the bikes which took my eye was, of course,
the 1922 Royal Enfield V twin owned by Mick Lemon whom we had
seen the day before. But there was also a very nieergr@SA Silver

Star, an Ariel Square 4, a 1928lian Prince, an original and unrestored

With the clutch plates cleaned of oil | took a closer look at the clutch Harley sidecar outfit, as well as the obligatory Vincents, Velocettes,

Yuk

springs. Nominally these are 1"11/16nhg but what came out Ha Gold Stars and AJS 7Rs along with a smattering of flat tankers. The
compressed somewhat with three being 1/16" undersize, one 1/8"125cc Lambretta sidecar outfit was immaculate but did make you
undersize and onas it should be. They went in the scrap bin being Wonder abouttis practicality. The iconi
replaced with a set from the owners' club. | wonder how tbege will Australia Post was also there.
last.

But the star of the show for me was a 1910 FN four cylinder. It is in fact
Where had the oil come from? The oil levelthe primary chaincase @& rather famous bike, the subje
was too high for a start which was probatmig overdoing things. When ~ Wat er me | on s dary ofl 68 yeareld Ran Felldwes who in
the bike's had a decent run I'll check the level again. These shgire 2012 rode the bike 15000 km from Nepal to the factory in Belgium
an oil seabn the drive side main bearing to stop the crankcase oil from where it was made, with the countries visited added to the tank as it went
migrating ancthis may be the culprit. along. Ron survived all sorts of dangers and mechanical woes on the

way, albhough without the wicker sidecar it is now attached to.

The main reason for using the competition clutch is that if it slips the
heat generated won't burn the insedtsch is what happens when a cork

clutch slips. The drawback is that the competition clutch needs stronger
springs asnentioned above. This isn't a big issue as they are no stiffer ' &5 ! A A
than a lot of other manufacturers' ordinalytches. o e % -

There is another drawback to these clutches which is that they cani
snhatch somewhat. This clutch had bgeite snatchy but seemed to have ;
smoothed out. | had put this down to my technique improving but with |
hindsightthis was probably the start of the problem.

State of the Market

KERRY DELLAR

>

No auctions to report on but a bargain Ducati was spotted on the way
back from Jordan's, amaybe these don't fetch much, | am not too
familiar with Italian Bike Values]l suspect that may have been a joke

at the ownerds expense, 1IlByam] sur e 50 0 0
Lambretta 125cc sidecar outfit
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1925 Indian Prince

Voo Australia Post Honda postie bike

Photo Specias.

The Roger and Arthur King
Memorial Run

ADRIAN BAKER (TAKEN FROM HERTS ARIEL OWNERS
FACEBOOK PAGE]
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1922 Royal Enfield Model 180 The much-coveted NUT
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Classic Motor Hub, Bibury,
Ridein

BRYAN MARSH
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