JULY 8 2024 // ISSUE SEVENTY-SIX

BEDS VMCC NEWS

STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED

When you misread the route sheete

IN THIS ISSUE

SECTION UPCOMING AWET SUMME R SHOW & RUN THE SILK/CRIC H

EVENING REPORTS JINX

EVENTS

NEWS

PAGE 1




BEDS VMCC

JULY 8 2024 /[ ISSUE SEVENTY-SIX

NEWS

EDITORIAL BREAKFAST MEET - TOBY  CARVERY,

My apologies foranotherlate delivery of tle newsletterbut summer GOLDINGTON, 10AM, SUN 28 JULY

activitieskeepgettinginthewayl s ay facti viti es 0ComeafoRglsd®ee hdwdniith ol da®fit dn one plate, all for a very
dondt n e e dhatsummer iiselfs provinguisbmewhat elusive reasonablerice.

But, what the heck, don thsinter gloves,waterproofs and aarm
sweater and carry on regardless. SUMMER SAUNTER/BREAKFAST MEET i RUNWAY
CAFE, SHUTTLEWORTH, 10AM, SUN 18 AUG

Many thankdo themanycontributorsto thisissue Don, GordonJohn
Kerry, Martin L, Martin R, Simon and Will. Please keep the
contributionscoming- submit to me onbryan.marsh@btinternet.com
and pleaseif possible use Word with any photographs separaiat
embedded in the text, to makeasierfor me

Bryan

Beds Section News
UpcomingEvents

CAR PARK CONCOURS AKA SHINY BIKE NIGHT,
STMA, 7.30PM, THURS 11 JULY

* -

Breakfast first, then -E;‘_()ffée and cakéhen lunch (with some
motorcycling in betweeri)do n 6 t td aoljusgyeur tyre pregges to
allow for the extra load.

Juneevent reportsand a couple

from July

RIDE-A-BIKE TO SHEFFORD CLUB NIGHT

Nige reports:

Sadly, ride-a-bike night was a victim of the wonderful summer we are
having. We only had four bikes turn up. Three of those were committee
members. Myself, W Il and Don (t
and Don would have turned up on the bikes regardless, éxohfvas
more out of duty than desiréle fourth being Grant from Chiltern
section on higatheds nicely turned out Matchleséimi af r ai d we
hang about outside long enough to take a photo.

o

No explanatiom e e d e d ,
organiser$ bribery may just work

Nevertheless, there were few more hardysthat cameia car to make
a good noggin and natter. Fingers crossed for better weather for the ca
park concourse next month.

PITSTONE GREEN MUSEUM VISIT, SUN 14 JULY [ See Willoés article later in thi
We have been invited to join the Chiltern and East Herts Sections in

visiting the Pitstone Green Heritage Park Museum ondpen day.

East Herts will be riding in from Redbourn Garden Cefarethe old MIDWEEK RUN REPORT BY DON MCKEAND
A5 near Junction 9 of the M1, next to the showgrouwnda scenic 25
mile route.Meet at Dam for 10.30am departureor make your own
way to the museum.

MID-WEEK RUN 1 STMA, 10.15 FOR 10.30AM,
THURS 18 JULY

The day of the June midweek ride dawned sunny arghtowhich
should have warned me that nine route sheets were not going to be
enough, so when eleven riders turned up it was a case of some sharin:
route sheets. | was glad that it was not going to be a fotigvieader

ride as the route involved a transitdugh Leighton Buzzard which can
break up a group with traffic lights and roundabouts, besides which it
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was an intimidating thought that my little CB200 would have Kawasaki Idly glancing up at the sky showed an ominous black cloud was making
and Suzuki 750 two strokes as well as big Hondas and BMWs breathingits way towards us, so a hasty start was made on the return ride. At first
down myneckBr i ti sh bi kes were r epr e stEasnseemed tobbg wokkimg as yhe donddrecdledyoaapgyaached, but i
Tri umphs, Martinds Sunbeam and Dnaymmtieg RBréd a Gomolsdshowdr eaaght.up with us and had the
carriageway cascading with water for about 12 miles. Then the sun came
Al l went wel |l to the coffee st oqutagdn, th¢adadwsytsteamedaandanall was avgdl with the wdrld onde
came to depart. | hung back until the last rider was ready to go, only to more.
watchin horror as the majority of riders turned right instead of left to
continue the route. It turned out that several people were heading forOn our return, a fish and chip lunch andhmice of puddings rounded
home, but several unwary riders blindly followed, assuming thatthe of f t he morningdés riding nicely,
pack knew the way and followed, only to find thhe route sheet for an excellent route and lunch, and the opportunity to demonstrate the
instructions did not match what they were experiencing. superiority of the Royal Enfield Airflow fairing.

After waiting to see if the lost sheep would turn up (it is called the BaaT [Does anyone have any photos the next issue?]

tearoom after all) Dave and | proceeded slowly to see if stragglers would

catch up, but it was not to bEhe route went up Bison Hill and through - -

Whipsnade to meander down to Markyate. It was here that the Othere\/e ntS ObOSSl bla ntel’eSt
traditional un announced road closure was encountered. With no way
of warning other ridetsve followed the signed diversion and got back
on track throuf Slip End and Pepperstock. Unbeknown to us, Bryan PIRTON CLASSIC CAR AND MOTORCYCLE SHOW,

was ahead of us huts he was on an efoad bike he decided to takea ~ WEDS 24 JULY

green lane near Pepperstdélalf Moon Lanei see front covégr so Very popular with our members and raising a huge amount of money
actually arrived at the lunch stop behind us. The rest of the veent for charities, the Pirton show moves to a Wednesday afternoon/evening
through the little lanes south of Luton, along Lilley Bottom, to finish up

at the Cross Keys in Pulloxhill. Eventually five of us arrived at the .

finish, each with their own version of the route, just in time to order food Th e Pag eTh ree G I rl

before the kitchen closednd | thought herding cats was supposed to
be a challenge!

ﬁnw 2 Hords Express ™ with aplorma Honds's always made the incredible

EVENING RUN TO THE STEVE TODD COLLECTION e Get o the lab, ool down o the look easy; Very deper doble

and mnﬂ’y atfice, stap by the supermathet, of machine. the 1978 Honda Express

'&- startie your dentist < lhw Handa (NG50). Ard loads of fun 1o ride:
casy to Expeass delivers you In style. At Your desler will amange everything.
6 5 AT anly pennes a rale. .

fm‘z;;ﬁz’,’f,’;f{,‘,:;",%:}f;m text, Wxﬁp 1o 100 miles te the gallan, C'mon Aml'u,
Simpicty is the soul of Monde's and no major service loe a year, o geton the

e ' fverw o cheaper
gerius here, No pedals to push. Nao athousand riles, s ¢ _
shill. Just start it up and go. Its matocized way of getting aound?
top speed is easily handled by $309% 15 a mirac’e nitsell, Butthen,

even the averly cautious.
Truly, we mean what we say. If
¥ L]
you can ride a bicycle you can "

whiz off co

What could be more appealing tharekaxed ride through country lanes
to enjoy fish and chips whilshspecing a truly eclectic collection of
old motorcycles? | dant know t he ans uetheret o
must have been somethibgcause only Martin Luskgoined me for . -
this most enjoyable evening. Martin Rust seehto havegot a little —
confused and showed up at 11.30 in the mognimgt sure what
happened there. Nevertheless, he was treated to a personal tour of th ‘-_ A
collection by Stevand even given lunch! -

The contents ofthe collection werefeatured inlssue73 (available on

the section website) so | wonot St
to be open to offeré Kerry where were youPwas rather taken by a
nice1950sPanther 807 the one with the upright cylired (Model M75) v wavere vih 18 Gu Pk 64 1 HDETI CHAT. S e o 1 e e O BTSN,

butdidn &dareask for a price becaused stuck for space as it is. Honda Expn”l 330’*
| |

The collection is operthe first Tuesday of each month through the _
summersoyoucouldstilgo 't s a sort of b iJystavhatyqu geedfopWimpledenh | oads of

bikes almost filling hidield.
ALBERT BROWN RUN What to do on a wet summer's

An early report from Don: I P,
Brent has al ways advertised theeMQ)ryng'Brown Run as the ASunsh

Runo and s o Tiupto @poiotvTead pointavaskihe coffee '\ | CURRY
stop at the Stibbington Diner, not far from the Nene Valley Railway.
The norning run had gone over quiet roads unfamiliar to me through o ) ) )
Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire and bits of Cambridgeshire in glorious MY life is full of questions, so many questions: Why are your boots in
sunshine with a good, clear route sheet. The Diner proved to be up toth€doorway? Have you cut th‘? grass yeéffiere are you going now?
the task of refreshing the riders of an eclectic rasfdeikes (about 25 This question though is one I've asked myself and often all summer
in number | thought). long.
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flaming June'. I've wondered about the naRl@ming June before. ;
Historically, June isn't usually any drier than Maat least according to I
the Met. Office.You have to get into July and Albert Brown Run time ™"
to get something less wet.

Today would be different. As my negtbor neighbour pointed out "It's %

According to the interneFlaming June is used to describe thonth
because of some perceived association avfhinting of the same name
by Frederic, Lord Leighton (1830896). This is no miniature portrait

it's nearly4 feet wide by 4 feet high and must be really quite impressive.

The car park was full.

It didn't seem quite as wet at Shefford but Flaming June it certainly
wad't. Inside earlier arrivals were puttiogit chairs. With three rows

of, I think, ten chairs each put aleil decided that was probably more
than enoughlLater, when | went inside to collect my helmet and gloves
most of the chairs were empty.

| stayed outside talking and watching the other bikes arrive, all three of
them.

Flaming June. Frederic, Lord Leighton

The question answers itself if the evening concerned happens to be the
evening of the second Thursday in JuNearing your most waterproof
gear you ride your most waterproof bike to Shefford. Simple.

Except that the most waterproof of my rdegal bikes still hasn't quite
achieved complete oiltightnesBhe chain oiler is a law unto itself and
caused much embarrassment after parking on top of a large rainbo
outsidethe cafe at Shuttleworth on a wet club run earlier in the it&sar.
not goirg anywhere in the wet until said chain oiler can be made to

: Full house and no need to take the other mitten off to count them, let
behave |tse|f a|0ne my boots'

| left as the glooming begajust in case my concerns about water in the
magneto weréo prove correct.

So, maybe as many as fifteen people and four bikes, a Matchless, ar
Ariel, a BSA and a Royal Enfield. Not th&gest numbers there have
been but, there again, it was wet.

Hopefully, the Car Park Concours will fare much better.
While poking around trying to find an origin for Flaming June | came
across this piece of doggerel Richard Inward's Weather Lore from

mid-Victorian times:

Dirty days hath September,
April, June and November.

From January up to May
The rain it raineth evergay.

. s A "“‘
e o SRR

K lent g W T o owry irif N Sy e ¥

The Little Ariel by the rubbish bins peering out from amongst the cars All the rest have thirtyone,

| took the rigid frame trials Ariethat | call the Little Arielin its place. Without a blessed gleam of sun;

This sometimes suffers fimo waterin the end of the magneto despite a

decent thickness of plasticene. And if any of them had twandthirty,

They'd be just as wet and twice as dirty.

As usual, the car park was full when | arrivadith cars. Not a bike in

sight. It seems appropriate somehow.
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Auction Watch

KERRY DELLAR

Bonhams had an online auction end2#g6/24, bikes were for viewing
at Milton KeynesPrices on the wholewere a bit down as other recent
auctions have experienced, though a bit nstable

BEDS VMCC

NEWS

How about a nice 1954 Triumph T100, sédd £4600° Tha seemed a
good buyWhat about a Year 2000 Triumph Daytona at £293fpular
Yamaha RD350F2 at £3450.

A 1999 Yamahd&/-Maxat£1840- a lot of bike for under £200@roject
bikes seemed to be still in demand, some without engines fetched
reasonable money, for the sellers that is.

You canot
The Silk/Crich Jinx

go ho

BRYAN MARSH

It was Thomas C Wol fe who famous
in the novel of the same name, albeit published after his death from TB
at just 38. The séiment certainly seems to ring true in the case of my
Silk 700S:

The Crich Tramway Museum in Derbyshire hold an excellent Bike Day
every year and, being only just over 10 miles from the former factory at
Darley Abbey, | thought it would ba&ppropriate to take the Silk along

to display it. The Silk, however, seems to have other ideas:

In 2022, | got as far as Twycross when | ran out of sparks, later traced

One odd result was David Jason's (fools and horses) Ariel Square 4, thisg 3 failed (Suzuki) twiroutput coil, ending up being (eventually)

got £11500 includingnemium, not far off double what these have been
fetching recentlyGood prominence here of course but won't make the
bike perform any better, could be a reasonable investment.

Other notable resutts

e

Very hard to understand was a near wreck VincentlBknight, this

got an astonishing £57500, nice ones recently in ride home condition
have been selling for around £30,8086,000!0n this Vincent it is
likely to cost another £20,00upwards to restore and then it will be
worth £35000 | just don't undestand this having recently struggled to
sell mine that had a neengine for just £30,500

A nice 128 Raleigh 350, £4830.incl, older bikes seem to have settled
down in price- but lower of course.

relayed home.

Lag year, | decided against it at the last moment as the bike had
developed a rather disturbing, and expensive, tendency to dump two
stroke oil from its tank into the primary chaincase. A rebuild of the oll
pump by a former Silk employee later sorted this ou

Since then, | 6d-freeanies, Madudingld/&d 100+r o
mile runsi so | felt confident that this year was going to be the year |
finally managed to get the bike there. All was going well for about 45
miles until just before Kilsby orhe A5 when | noticed the gear lever
was drooping, no longer connected to the gearbox. | immediately knew
the problem as the cresser shaft, to put the gear lever on the-kefhd

side, had broken previously and repaired with a baidtedcollar
spanning hie break. | thought one of the bolts must have sheared but it
turned out, on later inspection, to have vibrated free.

The gear lever crossover shaft repair collar, ready for a new bolt

Not wishing to stop, for fear of not being able to engage anythirey ot
than the current top gear and not be able to start the engine again if it
should stall, I did an about turn at the next roundabout and started
heading home to see how far | could get until | was forced to stop.
Pulling away from standstill in top gean a twastroke is nigh on
impossible because of the almost total lack of power (or is it torque? at
low revs.
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Getting back to Weedon | was able to negotiate the three roundabouts

to get me onto the M1 at Junction 16 and the prospect of getting at leastAlthough only one day, itsia show worth going t@ndcombining it

to within two miles of home before encountering any traffic lights. with another activity could well make the trip worthwhile, The Ayr club

Miraculously, they were on green at Junction 12 and | got all the way are very enthusiastic about what they dod members have some

home without having to stop. lovely machinery. The venue is a great indoorugetin a fantastic
biking suround, maybe next time | will try to make it a mhrieak.

So, not even Athird ti t hi nk éllﬂ‘even try n

clearlythe Silkket her candét, or

The Ayr Classic Show

GORDON HALLETT

SENC O
Motorcycle Club

A long trek north to a Saturday show that | last went tecpred
(remember that!!!), at Ayr racecourse, a fabulous setting.

| left home after lunch Thursday, with a view to arrimeAyr about

lunchtime on the Friday, stopping overnight somewhermate. Most

of the journey was wetind| waited till late afternoon, to unload the
bikes.By 7.3m | had my 83cc MV Augusta, 73cc Pirotta & 50cc
Motograziella set up in the halindwith an 11.00 sunset, have a stroll ,
andhave a pint, or two, but | was reminded about the football, Germany ,,:ift
v Scotland, so | settled for the stroll, then my book.

| set up a jumble stall early Sat. morning, hoping that my mini-clear

of bits could recoup some fuel money, noting that | was one of only six
stalls, last time | went, there was about fiftemgpeople blaming the
weather forecast, or the hangovers from the football, the same
comments were made about the reduced numbers of visitors, a,sham
because the show boasted about 120 bikes, ranging from the very dawi
of motorcycles, to the early 21st century, with a great mixetween,
andthe forecasters got it wrong, because it remained dry all day!

| finished the day just about covering my fuel castsdwith a Highly A g R e e s
Commended for my MV, so | was hapmnd all loaded up before f ' L o s -

another load of rain came down. My original plan was to head to the
Jimmy Guthrie Memorial Ride on the Sunday, but witherteeavy rain

due in the area for Sat. evenigdall day Sunday, | abandoned plan
A, andstayed wemight on the A66, with the roof of my etorhome
being beaten with the rain, then continued my journey hmm&urday
morning.
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The Banbury Runi Part 1

SIMON SMITH

The weather was good and the route a little less rutted than last year
apart from Banbury town itself, which was atrocious!

| noticed that there were more "younger" riders this year and more
people dressed in period attire. Whatever you think of Henry Cole, his
appearance last year has, in my opinion, increased the interest in vintag
bikes and this was reflected in the higmeimber of entries (around
280).

Scotts were by far the largest marque taking part.

The photos show me and Dave Morris lining up at the start. Sadly
Dave's clutch failethalfwayround (I waited at a convenient pub), but |
completed my third Banbury and was rewarded with a tiny gift...
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Classic $ony (Stratford)

NICHOLAS K OTARSKI

First, myself and a friend ride up to Stony Stafford car show. Neil has
not been out on his bikes for sometime as his wife had been ill and
recently passed away. So he was a bit tenta@mosing fromhis
varied collectionhe brought out his Norton Rotary. iNime on my
now running a bit better Honda VT500E. We bimbled up to Stoney

The Ban bu r‘y Ru n| Part 2 Stratford on a lovely day. A shortage of marshals meant finding where

to park was a case of see a space and park it. The town was packed wit
MARTIN LUSKER (WITH PICTURES BY MARTIN RUST) a huge_variety of cars and motorbik€ke Norton was reluct_ant to start
for the journey home, but a change of spark plug sorted it, and the ride
o home went without a hitch. I'm keeping to the habit of filling my
| completed the Banbury again this year, but | have no photos. | found \/T500E up before every journey until | figure out the distance on the

theentry was down and the organisation poorer than previous years. Themain tank. Hs day out but forgot to take any photos at the show.
weat her was good but, yet again, the event was hel on Father o

and as a consequence there were no pubs serving less ttenokee

Sunday Lunches! Having been up sineg@dam in orer to get there for D U nStable P I’IOry S hOW and

7-30am | was hoping for something a little more substantial than a pint

and bag of crisps. Confirmation of the entry did not arrive until five days |_ uton FeS“Val Of Transpo It

before. However, cheques were cashed within two weeks. The admin

wasconfusedand numbecards/programmes were not available before JOHN POWER
signing in. My fifth Banbury will probably be my last.

| went to the Dunstable Priory Gardens Show, and the Luton Stockwood
Park shows. There weren't many bikes, but | took some photos:
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Did you knowé

KERRY DELLAR

Who designed a scooter with a roof (Monocaggr suspensiongdual
seatswaterscooters jet skis), coil-overdampers and much more, once
again it was Vincent who was too far aheadhisftime. | mention ths
scooter ‘contraption’ (my opinion) because

My son decided last week to ride this roofedoter, or whatever these
are now called, it resulted in him fracturing his ankle and also torn
tendons and bruises.

Whilst he normally rides Honda Fireblades and simil&0mph
motorcycles he soon found out these smatheelscooters are not so
stable or safeironic really,He is now finding the mobility scooter a
bit slower than a Fireblade but safer than a scooter!
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These steps towards giving the public a little of what they want
have resulted in a reasonable increase in sales of two-wheelers to
a world quantity probably about double the sales immediately pre-
war, but there is still no single tracked vehicle in production that
offers in full any of the five features that the car trade has known
for many years to be essential to volume sales.

That is to say, no machine is available with a neat and pleasing
streamlined appearance that is easy to clean, complete weather
protection and comfortable seating for both driver and passenger,
an ample degree of heating to keep both the driver and passenger
warm or a really adequately covered and lockable luggage space.

fiRear Suspensian he designed thiknew it worked and improved
road holding, comforétc. but had to hide his design under the seat of
all his models becauws it was not considered it could worbr help
comfort and was dangerousigid was the only type accepte@n
Vincents the design was the same from 1928 to .WI_I knovy how _
bumpy old bikes are if rigid, especially those of us with aging bodies
and arthritis etc, so thank yoMr, Vincent.

For sale

HUSQVARNA VITPILEN 401

Shnhp Vincent hlmsefdegnd ana"pate‘n'ted this typebcle in the

1950's, see the drawing

wheels etcSee text which also mentio@s

2. Latter day improvements in motor-cycles

When the Vincent concern was founded in 1928 nearly every
expert in the motor-cycle trade agreed that it was impossible to
design a satisfactory rear wheel springing system for a motor-cycle.

Vincents not only designed one, every machine they ever built
was fitted with it and, apart from the later addition of hydraulic
damping, its original basic conception was never altered.

Over twenty years passed before the trade in general were forced
by the march of events to adopt rear wheel springing as standard.

Likewise, Vincents were the first to depart from the time
honoured saddle substituting a comfortable foam rubber dualseat,
a move now copied by all leading makers.

Meanwhile, after the War, the Italian trade introduced the
modern scooter which rapidly overhauled the conventional motor-
cycle in sales in spite of its many considerable faults in design
which resulted in a machine of much worse handling qualities than
the average motor-cycle. This sales success was undoubtedly due
to the slightly better weather protection of scooters, the limited
luggage accommodation that they provided and the fact that they
were of neater appearance, and therefore much easier to keep
smart and clean.

Later scooters, particularly some of the German models, have
greatly improved handling qualities as their wheel diameters and
wheel base now approach motor cycle standards.

The majority of modern de-luxe type scooters now incorporate
electric self-starters.

Straight forward sale. The bike runs great and was much lovéaeby

s e | |yeung®rs bother who has recently moved to Melbourne,
Australia for work. The bike comes with a full service history and log
book. The buyer of this bike will be the third owner with only 6300
miles on the clock. Howeveit will need an MOT which carbe _
arranged upon request. (Will pass no problem) This really is a bargaln
bike at £2700 New tyres fitted less than 500 miles ago. It still rides like
it's fresh out of the crate and has been gastgeed all its Iife. Nq
running issues at all, just snappy Swedish @p&eady to ride this
summer.

If interested, contact James on 0753478482 further information.

PAGE 11



