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STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED

Remember, remember
the fifth of November

IN THIS ISSUE:
SECTION UPCOMING THE RIGHT STAFFORD  ASTON HILL
NEWS EVENTS QUESTION SHOW PART ONE
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EDITORIAL

Good grief, can it really be November already? That means it won’t be
long before the dreaded salt gritters start appearing on the roads so let’s
make the most of the current spell of dry and mild weather whilst it lasts.
This Thursday, there is a good opportunity to do just that with the latest
Winter Wandering. Dress up well though — it might be mild for
November but, in reality, that’s still pretty chilly. Layers, they say, that’s
the secret and, as most of our older bikes don’t have a screen, a
windproof layer can make a big difference.

I’ve just got the 750 Bonneville back after a bit of work to help keep
most of the oil inside the engine, instead of its recent imitation of the
Torry Canyon. So, | decided on a couple of trips to test it out and
complete some more of the Triumph Owners Club Landmark
Challenge. Wednesday, | did a 180-mile round trip to the Grantham
area. Not quite enough layers, so | was starting to get cold by the time |
got home. At the weekend, | headed off to Norfolk via Colchester and
Andy Tiernan’s in Framlingham where there’s always a cup of tea on
offer — having bought four bikes from him over the years probably helps.
The addition of a merino wool base-layer made all the difference, and |
stayed warm all weekend. | might look into fitting a screen though —
they make a huge difference keeping the wind off your chest.

Next year’s programme is pretty much finalised and you will see the
first part of the year in the listing on the back page. We’re very excited
to welcome back three of our excellent outside speakers: John Young
(the triples guru) and world travellers Gordon May and Jacqui
Furneaux, now appearing as a double act.

Many thanks to the contributors to this issue: just Don and Will this time
so it’s a bit shorter than usual. Please keep the contributions coming -
submit to me on: bryan.marsh@btinternet.com and please, if possible,
use Word with any photographs separate, not embedded in the text, to
make it easier for me.

Bryan

Beds Section News
Upcoming Events
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"Sorry mate | didn't see you" with advice on safe riding for those new
to motorcycling.

CLUB NIGHT — AGM AND REVIEW OF THE YEAR,
STMA, THURS 14 NOV, 7.30 FOR 8PM

Possibly not the most eagerly anticipated event in our yearly programme
but, neverless, an important one. I say this every year but it’s your
chance to oust the committee should you feel we’re not doing our job.
Oddly enough, that never seems to happen — maybe this year will be
different. By the way, all the current committee are standing for re-
election.

Once the formal business is out of the way, there will be a chance to let
us know of any thoughts on what you might like us to do for the future.
And then, courtesy of father and son team, Nige and Sam, we’ll have
our usual slide show of what we got up to over the last 12 months.

MIDWEEK LUNCH - NUYARD GARDEN CENTRE,
THURS 17 NOV, 12 NOON

Rest assured, Richard has warned them that we’re coming so we
shouldn’t get told off, like we did for showing up in number
unannounced for a recent breakfast meet.

BREAKFAST MEET - RUNWAY
SHUTTLEWORTH, SUN 24 NOV, 10AM

CAFE,

Need I say more, except the breakfast has just gone up by £1.

October event reports

WINTER WANDERING = STMA START, THURS 07
NOV, 10.15 FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE

Approx. 40-50 miles to a café somewhere. Follow-my-leader, no route
sheet. The weather forecast is promising — dull but dry. Thanks to Don
for the cartoon — very fitting. Apparently, it comes from the book that
accompanied a 1982 the BBC short series of TV programmes entitled

WINTER WANDERING

A dry day, and even a little sunshine made for an excellent start to the
Winter Wandering run season. Short of time, I grabbed a route I’d used
before but I didn’t realise it was quite a short one. When we pulled into
the Dairy Café at Thorncote Green for the scheduled conclusion, we’d
only done about 25 miles. After coffee and cake, we headed out on a
second leg to Emma’s Café at Pure Triumph in Woburn. A road closure
at Standalone Warren on the Haynes side of the A600 meant a detour
through Wilstead, Houghton Conquest, Millbrook and Steppingley,
taking us up to a total of about 50 miles. An excellent outing.

Norman Kelly

Some of you will have known Norman, committee member and past
secretary of the Chiltern Section. Sadly, he passed away on 24
October. He had been very ill for some months, with careful nursing
from his sons Lawrence, Grant and Mark. [courtesy of Chiltern Section]
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It’s all a matter of asking the
right question

WILL CURRY

This farce played itself out at the local COOP. | am duty driver at the
moment and part of that is providing transport to and from said
emporium for the daily hunt for bargains.

I was waiting in the car and watching the various attempts at parking
made by fellow motorists and would-be shoppers. At the front of the
store are a couple of disabled bays and a couple of parent and child bays.
Being handy for both the shop and associated cash machine they are
usually fully occupied. Whilst watching the attempts at parking is
informative watching the unparking can be nerve-wracking.

It was at this point that there was a tap on my window. The tapper was
in his mid-thirties at a guess and waved at me to lower the window.
Window lowered he asked me if | was the person with the sidecar
opposite the Indian restaurant. Without waiting for an answer, he then
asked if I knew anything about old bikes and added he had an old bike
which wouldn't go. This final statement carried with it the expectation
that 1 should fix it immediately. 1 was beginning to wish | was
somewhere else. As it was, | was pretty stuck. He then added that it was
a Matchless and "very old".

What | fondly imagined it to be...

When | finally got a word in, | said | didn't know a great deal about
vintage Matchlesses. The look on his face told me | was going to have
to do much better than that. I launched into my "why won't it go" remote
diagnostics. Yes, there was plenty of petrol. So much so that it was
dripping out of the carburettor. From his description it must have been
a monobloc rather than the standard | had expected. Never mind, I've
seen a pre-war BSA with a concentric. He was quite sure that wasn't the
problem. While it needed fixing, he was adamant it wasn't the cause.

I went on to checking the spark. He wasn't sure. | explained about
cleaning the magneto points and checking the state of the pickup brush
and HT lead. He was baffled by this. It turned out that there was a
separate ignition coil and where where these points anyway?

It was now obvious to me that | was missing something important here.
Just how old was this Matchless? Was it one of the Harris Matchlesses?
I've only ever seen one of those and that was in a dealer’s. Apparently
the two previous owners were both incapable of working the left-foot
kickstart. It wasn't. The kickstart was on the right. In the end I decided
it was one of those "heavyweight Lightweight" singles from the early
'60s

I soldiered on. If there was petrol and a spark what was the compression
like? Again, he had no idea. I had seriously missed something here.

So, what was the right question to ask? I'd have saved myself some time
and confusion if | asked outright just how old the bike was but that was
nothing compared to the enlightenment, 1 would have received has |
asked if it kicked over. It was seized solid, possibly due to it being
standing in the open for the last ten years.

BEDS VMCC

———

...and what I think it was. (Not the actual bike)

Salvation in the form of my wife and two large carrier bags arrived.
"Sorry. I've got to go. Try putting some oil down the plug hole™. I briefly
considered moving, but I'll move the sidecar round the back tomorrow
instead. It might just work.

The Page 3 Girl

-
-

mo-ped.se

Aston Hill motorcycle events —
Part one

BRYAN MARSH

[In mid-May 2025, the Herts County Auto and Aero Club are holding
an event, Aston 100, 100 years after the final event was scheduled to
take place on Aston Hill, but never did for reasons that will become
clear later. This sparked my interest in the lesser-known motorcycle
events on the hill — everyone knows about Lionel Martin and the story
of Aston Martin, don’t they? This article, in several parts, is essentially
the transcript of the presentation | gave earlier this year at a club night.
It has Dbeen cobbled together from contemporary motorcycle
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publications and newspapers and deliberately uses a lot of the wording
from these reports because they express things better than | ever could.]

Although a climb of Aston Hill, just off the main road from Tring to
Halton, was included in a 100-mile trial organised by the Automobile
Club in April 1900, the first specific speed hill-climb event on Aston
Hill took place on 10 September 1904, organised by the Hertfordshire
Automobile Club but for cars only.

This inaugural 1904 car event was a rather lavish affair with champagne,
cigars and light refreshments being provided for the competitors in a
field into which they turned at the end of their run. This event was
notable as it was the first one where steam cars were allowed to “warm
up” at the foot of the hill to replicate normal touring conditions. The
effect of this was quite dramatic, with White Steam cars taking the first
four places. The road remained open during the event, much to the
annoyance of a Mr Coleman whose otherwise fast run on a White steam
car was spoiled when a hay cart pulled out in front of him.

The Hertfordshire County Automobile Club then continued to hold
annual hill climb competitions for cars on the hill with its popularity
growing year-on-year.

Ariel-Simplex car taking part in the 1907 event

Meanwhile, motorcycle-only hill-climb events were being held by the
Club, in at least May and September 1905, and April 1906, on Maple
Hill, between Chesham and Bovington. The first event, in 1905,
attracted an initial entry of twenty-three but after taking a preliminary
spin up the short but severe hill, some eight or nine of them thought
better of it and decided to retire. It was generally thought that few
motorcycles with ordinary gearing would be able to scale that particular
hill. Indeed, in Class A only the 2%hp Phoenix made it to the top, three
in Class B (Ormonde, JAP and Mabon) and, surprisingly, in Class C, for
any cylinder capacity, only Oliver Godfrey on a 4hp Werner was
successful. His time was the fastest of the day and would have been even
faster but for dust on the commutator holding it back. The attempt by an
8-hp Singer in the passenger machine class (probably a tri-car) ground
to a halt when it broke a chain-link.

In September 1906, the Hertfordshire Automobile Club included a class
for “bicycles” in its Aston Hill driving contest rather than a straight
speed hill-climb competition — in fact, for the motorcycles, it was the
exact opposite. Whereas the cars had to accurately stop and restart
between two lines marked across the road about 300 yards up the hill,
reverse into a second set of lines, then take off up the hill again and
finally stop dead on a line at the finish. The motorcycle winner,
however, was the one who took the longest to cover the distance,
without stopping or pedalling. That winner was J S Harwood on a 3-hp
Triumph. The tricar class was won by Miss Seed on her 6-hp Raleighette
twin-cylinder.

The first event on Aston Hill specifically for motorcycles didn’t happen
until April 13", 1907 - and then it was as much a consequence of events
as by planning. Herts County Automobile Club had decided to have a
go at a hill-climb competition on Aldbury Hill, near Tring. As far as |
know, this was the first time they had intended to use the hill.
Nevertheless, on the day, they encountered a somewhat menacing police
presence at the venue. The police had set up a speed trap between
Berkhampstead and Tring to catch people heading to the event, and, at
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Albury Hill itself, they informed the organisers that they intended to
record the time of every competitor on the hill [presumably to check
against the speed limit], and to take proceedings against any car owner
parked on the roadside, presumably for obstruction.

After a quick consultation, the organisers decided to decant across the
county boundary into Buckinghamshire, away from the jurisdiction of
the Herts police. They chose Aston Hill. This caused a huge rush of cars
and bikes through the centre of Tring to get to the new venue, kicking
up enormous clouds of dust from the un-sealed and un-watered roads in
the busiest part of the day, much to the consternation of the locals.

This obviously delayed the start as the course needed to be marked out
and flagged and inconvenienced a lot of people who had hoped to see
the event on Aldbury Hill. Indeed, one company had arranged catering
for some four hundred people. Things got underway at Aston Hill at
half-past four and with prompt despatching of the competitors they were
finished by half-past five. The road was kept open throughout the event
but there being hardly any traffic in the neighbourhood it was unlikely
that anyone had been inconvenienced. Normally, if a horse and cart
wished to pass up or down the hill it would do so, having every right,
and proceedings would have to be temporarily halted. Nevertheless, in
this case a rather considerate gentleman led his horse down the grass on
the side of the hill, allowing the action to continue. Apparently, when
asked if he was being inconvenienced, he said “no - | want to get home
but, at the same time, [ don’t want to spoil your fun”.

Competitors preparing for the start

Classes were defined by limits on bore and stroke — Class A
76mmx76mm (approx. 350cc), Class B 85x85 (approx. 500cc), Class C
— multi-cylinder 80 x 80 (approx. 800cc for a V-twin), Class D — any
size engine and Class E no limit for passenger machines (typically
tricars or quadcars).

Rupert Brice with his very fast 3%hp Brown, with Billy Wells

William Genn on his 2%hp Minerva was the only one of the four Class
A entries who made it across to Aston so obviously “walked it” but put
in a competitive time. Rupert Brice on his 3%2hp Brown, winner of the
1905 Albert Brown Trophy, made the fastest time in Class B, riding
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magnificently with his bike in good form. Three 3%hp Triumphs took
2" and equal 3™ places. Frank Applebee’s Rex came up well to take 4%
place but the roughness of the first steep portion of the hill seemed to
upset his carburation.

Just like the 1905 Maple Hill event, the fastest time of the day (56%
seconds) was put up by Oliver Godfrey in Class C but now having
swapped his Werner for a Rex. His skill in driving, the way he set his
mount and the excellent form in which the engine proved itself was said
to have excited universal admiration. Billy Wells on his 5hp fast touring
Vindec might have taken the award, but he eased up on the second
corner which cost him a few seconds. He did better in Class D, for any
size of engine, narrowly beating William Genn by just %; of a second
but still two seconds slower than Oliver Godfrey’s run in Class C.

;

nd
F Hulbert at full speed on his 3%hp Triumph to take equal 2 in Class Il

Only two passenger machines competed — Miss Seed came first on her
6-hp Raleighette proving she was as good at going fast as she was at
going slow in the previous year’s driving skills event on the hill,
although taking almost three times as long as the fastest bike. Second
place went to Joseph Van Hooydonk taking over a minute longer on a
Quadcar manufactured by his Phoenix company in London. As
passenger machines, they were required to carry a passenger during
their attempt.

Miss Seed on her 6-hp Raleighette — 15t on time, 2" on handicap
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With the exception of the overall fastest time of the day, the final
placings were based on a formula taking horsepower and all-up weight
into account, with the results being announced later in the Rose and
Crown in Tring where tea was served for the competitors and officials.
Later it was discovered that the reason for the police action at Aldbury
Hill was the presence of three competitors driving up and down the hill
in the morning before the start time with open exhaust cut-outs, causing
the residents to complain. The three offenders were reported to the
Auto-Cycle Club for suitable action to be taken. According to the Luton
Times it seems the police were acting on the instructions of a local J.P.,
who waited till the hill had been duly measured out, and then warned all
concerned that any infraction of the speed limit would be rigorously
prosecuted.

The chalk-surfaced hill lay within the private estate of Alfred de
Rothchild but was a public road. The course itself was about three-
quarters of a mile long starting from just after the junction with the main
road, rising about 440 feet. It starts with a short steep stretch, testing
starting and acceleration to the full. This is followed by a long easy
stretch before another steep section with a bend and then the finish
which is almost flat. This meant there was plenty of scope for getting
the gears wrong on geared machines with the temptation to change up
on the easy middle section.

The weather on the day was fine but the surface was described as loose.
The two bends required care to be taken but, luckily there were no
accidents, although before the competition began, a collision was
narrowly avoided between a motor cyclist who was descending the hill
and a private car which suddenly appeared from a crossroad at the
bottom. The motor cyclist just cleared the front wheels of the car and
was forced over a large heap of stones stacked on the grass, but
fortunately got back onto the road without being thrown off.

The Herts Automobile Club held a second event on Aston Hill in
September that year, 1907, but only attracted a total of 21 entries in three
classes. It was, however, restricted to club members unlike their more
popular annual event which was open to anyone. Class 1 for motor
bicycles was cancelled due to insufficient numbers and in Class 2 for
tri-cars and quad-cars, only the Shp Riley, driven by Victor Riley
himself, succeeded in making it all the way up.

The April 1908 Herts AC event was cancelled despite the ACU
Quarterly Trial having been rearranged to avoid a clash of dates. The
North-West London Motor Cycle Club had more luck with their event
in October which was simply split between single-cylinder and twin-
cylinder machines. Curiously, with one exception, the results after
applying the ACU formula were in the same order in which the riders
had started. First one away, and winner of the single-cylinder class on a
3’2hp Triumph, was A W Bentley, not to be confused with W O Bentley,
founder of Bentley cars who was first in the twin-cylinder class on a 5-
hp Rex and sidecar. His time was somewhat slower than the solo twin-
cylinder bikes, but the extra weight of the outfit gave him the advantage
in the formula used to calculate the order of merit.

[to be continued]

Don’t worry, dear, I’ll have it fixed in a jiffy.
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RE Museum - 1914 Blackburne

Not the best picture but the bike is in a dimly lit room and behind a
Perspex screen at the Royal Engineers Museum in Gillingham, Kent.
On loan from the British Motorcycle Charitable, the bike is the only
known survivor of the 1914 Blackburne manufactured and ridden by the
Burney brothers, founders of Burney & Blackburne, as members of 5%
Signals Company of the Royal Engineers. Its 3-speed hub gear and hand
clutch proved invaluable in the tricky riding conditions in France.

Classic Mechanics Show

SRR v

1926 AJS 350cc G6 - Early OHV Big Port 1964 MV Agusta Pullman Series One 125cc, two-stroke
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1986 50cc Honda Stream 3-wheeler

ARSI o

Yamaha TY250 “pinky” trials — | had one, great novices bike

- e

1973 Bultaco 100cc Tiron child’s bike “QOld School” Triumph Chopper on the Back Street Heroes stand
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Every year Heidi Cockerton brings a newly-restored rare early Suzuki, 1899 1%hp British Motor Traction Company motor bicycle (not aclip-on
this year was no exception — 1965 150cc Mk 1 S32, electric start, 4-speed engine) originally on display at the Science Museum but lost in their
two-stroke for the USA market stores for 30 years. To be sold at auction in March by Charterhouse.

BSA 350cc Fury prototype with low-level pipes and painted mudguards BSA Fury SS version with high-level pipes and chrome mudguards
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07 Nov
14 Nov
21 Nov
24 Nov
05 Dec
12 Dec
19 Dec
29 Dec

02 Jan

09 Jan

16 Jan

26 Jan

06 Feb
13 Feb
20 Feb
23 Feb

06 Mar
13 Mar
20 Mar
30 Mar
03 Apr
10 Apr
13 Apr
17 Apr
217 Apr
08 May
11 May
15 May
19 May
25 May
12 June
21 June
29 June
10 July
19 July
27 July
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2024

Winter Wanderings Run — from STMA

Club Night - AGM and Slideshow

Mid-Week Lunch - Nuyard Garden Centre

Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - Xmas Bash and Auction

Christmas Lunch - Toby Carvery, Goldington

Breakfast Meet — Nuyard Garden Centre NB Change of venue

VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2025

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - Jacqui Furneaux/Gordon May, Adventurers
Mid-Week Lunch - Nuyard Garden Centre
Breakfast Meet - Shuttleworth

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — John Young, Daytona Race Bike No. 8
Mid-Week Lunch — Musgrave Arms, Shillington
Breakfast Meet — TBA

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — Quiz Night

Mid-Week Lunch — Keysoe Equestrian Centre
Breakfast Meet — Nuyard Garden Centre

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — TBA

Spring Run

Mid-Week Run

Breakfast Meet — Maypole Farm, Kempston

Club Night — Fish & Chips

Roger & Arthur King Memorial Run (girder forks & outfits)
Mid-Week Run

Visit to Velo Club, Rose & Crown, Ridgmont
Breakfast Meet — Danish Camp, Willington

Club Night — Ride-a-Bike-to-Shefford

Mid-Week Run

Breakfast Meet — Jordans Mill, Broom

Club Night — Ride-a-Bike-to-Shefford

Mid-Week Run

Albert Brown Run
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