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EDITORIAL

Call me Ebenezer but I'm no great fan of the modern version of
Christmas, starting sometime in late October and ending abruptly on
Boxing Day. But don’t get me wrong, I’m no Christmas-hater — not
when there’s a new Wallace and Gromit film being shown on the BBC
on Christmas Day! What I’m getting at is that I think the first week in
December is too early for a Christmas Special Newsletter. Back in the
days of the Green’Un and Blue ‘Un they actually published issues on
Christmas Day itself if that happened to fall on their publication day —
can’t see Motorcycle News doing that. Notwithstanding my semi-
humbug approach, Will has kindly produced a seasonal ghost story
which is included herein.

Many thanks to the contributors to this issue: Neil, Sam (Andrew) and
Will. We really need lots more contributions, please - submit to me on:
bryan.marsh@btinternet.com and please, if possible, use Word with any
photographs separate, not embedded in the text, to make it easier for me.
Don’t worry about grammar or spelling, they’re easily sorted.

Bryan

Beds Section News
Upcoming Events

WINTER WANDERING - STMA START, THURS 05
DEC, 10.15 FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE

Currently, the weather forecast is mild but possibly a little damp — but
no risk of ice, so we should be good to go. The intention is to head to
the London Gliding Club, just out of Dunstable.

CLUB NIGHT — AUCTION AND GRUB, STMA, THURS
12 DEC, 7.30 FOR 8PM

You know the score — turn out all those unwanted parts and help raise
money for good causes. No VHS or modern classic magazines please,
we can’t shift them. Star auctioneer = Brent, so watch out, you’ll be
going home with something!
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CHRISTMAS MIDWEEK LUNCH - TOBY CARVERY,
GOLDINGTON, THURS 19 DEC, 12 NOON _

BREAKFAST MEET — NUYARD GARDEN CENTRE,
WESTONING, SUN 29 DEC, 10AM

. i o B ¥ .A.:r.t!.‘y;fﬂvv 3L e aennd s
Just in case you haven’t had enough to eat over Christmas. Please note
this is a change from the original plan to go to Shuttleworth — not a good

plan, as it turned out, because it’ll be closed!

November event reports

WINTER WANDERING
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Narrow muddy lanes are probably the most enduring memory for our
brave winter wanderers. Heading roughly SSE into Hertfordshire, a
minor navigational error in the Great Offley / Ley Green area meant we
missed Preston and ventured through some narrow and somewhat mud-
strewn goat tracks down to Whitwell before heading back to the
intended turn at St Pauls Walden to the Vanstone Park Garden Centre
coffee stop. Don explained the problem — apparently Preston is now in
Lancashire, so | don’t feel so bad.

Another change of plan ensued, this time deliberate, when Gerry pointed
out that we probably wouldn’t get to the Gliding Club until they were
about to close (especially with the route I had planned!) so we headed
back along Lilley Bottom to the Nuyard Garden Centre for lunch
instead. Then everyone went home to clean their bikes.

CLUB NIGHT — AGM AND REVIEW OF THE YEAR

There were more than two members in the audience, honest!

The various reports can be seen on the website but here’s a quick
summary for those who couldn’t make it:

Secretary — thanks everyone, especially young Sam (see cover picture)
Chairman — thanks everyone, especially Brent and young Sam
Treasurer — we’re doing alright

Voting — committee caries on

MIDWEEK LUNCH — NUYARD GARDEN CENTRE
Good turnout — nine of us

BREAKFAST MEET — SHUTTLEWORTH
Dreadful weather — not that many of us. One idiot on a bike.

The Bench

WILL CURRY

The boy was not enjoying standing in front of the headmaster's desk.
The message was very clear: metalwork was not going to form any part
of his education.

"The school provides metal work and woodwork lessons for those
boarders who are not capable of academic studies. Scholarship boys are
by their nature academic. You will study Latin under Mr. Cass."

The boy had one last attempt at saving his metalworking. "But sir. I'm
never going to meet a Roman, am 1?"

"No. I will brook no argument, you will study Latin. It is an essential
tool in your academic toolkit to phrase things in a manner you might
understand. The school will have no part in you wasting your talents and
Oxbridge requires Latin for its entrance examinations which you will be
taking in four years' time. You will be of no help to anyone without a
good working grasp of the language. Is that what you want?"

The boy shook his head.
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"Is that what you want boy? | asked you a question. Don't shake your
head at me."

"No sir."

"Good. Back to class then and make sure you catch up on what you've
missed."

| really like this place. I've been coming here and watching the world go
by ever since we moved here, a very long time ago now. When the kids
came, they'd often as not come along too, especially my daughter. Later,
the grandkids would come as well. We'd wave at the passing cars and
make up stories about where they were going and why.

Plenty of people have given me plenty of help over the years and I've
always tried to help when I can. Now you could say it's become my life.

One evening | was there as usual and on my own as is the way now-a-
days when | heard the 'thud, thud, thud' of an old-fashioned single-
cylinder motorcycle. It sounded flat and rather unhappy. Into view came
a tidy camshaft Velo, a KSS from the late 30s at a guess. It was very hot
and the exhaust pipe was blue for quite a long way, obviously not a
happy bike. It stopped alongside me on the other side of the road. |
wasn't sure the stop was entirely the rider's choice.

| stood up from where | was sitting and walked over. "Hello" I said. "I'm
Bob by the way". "I like these. In the right hands they are both nimble
and fast but this one looks somewhat troubled™.

"I've had it about 3 hours and I'm not sure | haven't bought a complete
lemon™ the rider replied. | asked him if he'd had many older bikes to
which he replied that this was his first.

"I've been riding bikes since | was seventeen™ he said "but they've all
been modern”. | told him about the Vintage Motor Cycle Club and
where the local section met and suggested he went along. It then dawned
on me that he probably didn't have much of an idea about the controls.
Sure enough, the ignition was more retarded than advanced which
explained the blue exhaust pipe and the dull sound.

| showed him the advance/retard lever and the valve lifter, and | started
the bike for him to see how it worked. Then I got him to try. It started
for him first kick.

"You'd better get a move on" | said. "Those lights were not bad in their
day but by modern standards they are pretty useless”. "The sun's setting
and | need to go too. By the way, potesne loqui latine?"

"What?" came the somewhat surprised response.

"Never mind. It means do you speak latin. Aliquando . . ."

The rider looked round. He was on his own. His eye caught a detail on
the bench on the bank where his helper had been sitting. The inscription

on the plaque read "In memory of my father Robert Billson. We used to
sit on the bank here and watch the world go by".

The motorcyclist in the 1900s

FROM “MODERN MOTORS” ABOUT 1920 SOMETHING

“Twenty years ago a man needed to be something of a hero to undertake
a journey of any length on a motorcycle of the period. If his ignition
battery did not run down in the middle of nowhere, at least his surface
carburettor would go on strike, or the twisted hide abomination which
he called a belt would pull through and refuse to be mended. He had a
pedalling gear, and for a very good reason: whenever he came to a grade
of anything more than about 1 in 10 he would have to bestow upon his
power unit a modicum of what was euphoniously termed “LPA” which
being interpreted meant “light pedal assistance.” To start the machine
he had to run violently down the road and, when the engine
condescended to fire, leap wildly for the saddle. Unless he was a worthy
descendent of Hercules, it was a sheer impossibility for him to restart
on an upgrade: he descended to the foot of the hill and “rushed it”. In
those days, motor cycling was a sport fit only for athletes.
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The Page 4 Girl

F W Applebee (No. 22 - Rex), J L Norton (Norton), F W Barnes (Zenette)
& L Munro (NSU)

Some top riders competed, including James Lansdowne Norton (Pa
Norton) on a Norton (of course), Freddie Barnes on a Zenith Zenette,
Oliver Godfrey on a Rex Speed King, Guy Lee Evans on a V-twin Indian
and Frank Applebee Jnr on a Rex V-twin. The lightweight (under
1001Ibs) class consisted solely of three Moto-Reve machines, built in
Geneva, with their tiny 275cc 2 hp V-twin engines. The fastest of the
Picture stolen from a Facebook post three was G L Fletcher who was said to have come up in excellent style,

] and wonderfully fast for such a small machine.
Aston Hill motorcycle events —
Part two

BRYAN MARSH

[This is the second instalment of a three-part article on the motorcycle
events on Aston Hill near Tring, based on the presentation | gave earlier
this year at a club night. It has been cobbled together from
contemporary motorcycle publications and newspapers and
deliberately uses a lot of the wording from these reports because they
express things better than | ever could.]

The lightweight Moto-Reve 275cc V-twin

It was only when it got to the multi-cylinder class that riders had to start
shutting off (cutting out) a bit for the corners. Guy Lee-Evans made a
splendid ascent, but on his first attempt he was baulked by a team of cart
horses which came onto the course through an adjoining gateway. He
was allowed another try, when he performed equally well. His 5-hp
Indian machine, the same one on which he was to come second in that
year’s Isle of Man TT, was said to have been wonderfully silent. Fastest
time of the day was made by William Harry Bashall on his 7-8hp Bat.

J Seyfried (3% Triumph) starting off at the bottom of the hill

Moving on to 1909, the Herts County AC held a very successful event
in glorious weather at the start of July, with 54 entries in five classes.
Although the road had been swept fairly clear of loose stones, the
surface was exceptionally bad. Ruts and channels worn by rainwater
rushing down the hill had formed and caused many of the competitors
to swerve badly. Only two horse-drawn vehicles made their appearance
during the event but the occupants of both behaved in a thoroughly
sportsmanlike manner. The first one was a two-wheeled cart, the driver
of which waited until all the competitors in the class then running had
gone by before descending the hill. A little after, three ladies in a Victoria
started out for a drive but changed their plans. They drove their carriage

off the course, enjoyed watching the fun for about a quarter of an hour,

and then headed off in another direction. Harry Bashall (7-8hp Bat-Jap) making the fastest ascent of the day in
Class D
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In Class E, for machines with variable gearing, the riders had to stop
between two flags fifteen yards apart and then restart. Freddie Barnes
lost time by not bringing his wheels completely to rest soon enough.
Tessier (7 hp Bat, with P & M two-speed gear) restarted in splendid
style, but Webster (3%2 hp Triumph with Gradua gear) stalled his engine
while restarting.

F W Applebee (Twin Rex) climbing Aston Hill. A long stretch of the rise
can be seen in the background

The members hill-climb in September 1909 was dominated by 3%hp
Triumphs, taking four of the top five places and making the fastest
climb. Triumphs also comprised almost the entire entry in the class for
fixed gear singles in the following Spring’s Herts County AC members’
event. Interestingly, this included a class for so-called “ancients”, for
machines manufactured up to 1907 (all of three years old!) which
included Harry “Oily” Karslake’s 3% hp Dreadnought. The riders were
required to present themselves and their machines at Boxmoor Station
between noon and 2pm for weighing, prior to the start of the event at
3pm. The surface was in excellent condition. The weather was dull and
cold, and although at times it looked very threatening, only a slight
shower fell while the event was in progress. A very good entry had been
received, and would probably have been larger but the committee of the
club refused to elect a number of candidates who had applied for
membership apparently for the specific purpose of taking part in this
competition.

J P Le Grand (5hp Rex) at speed in the All-comers Class

The “ancients” class was included to encourage the owners of older
machines who didn’t think they got a fair chance when competing in the
same classes with riders of more up-to-date machines. But it seemed
there weren’t many old machines left in the club, for it only attracted
three entrants. The Dreadnought was fastest, followed by a 5hp Kerry.
The "old crocks", as they were called by the spectators, made a very
creditable show, but the riders naturally came in for a great deal of
chaffing from their friends.

W S Stafford riding a 5hp Kerry in the class for (ancient) machines
manufactured during or prior to 1907
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The class for variable gears comprised mainly P & Ms but also included
Harry Karslake’s “ancient” two-speed Dreadnought, a Vindec Special
and a Scott. The deceptive bend halfway up the hill caused a bit of a
problem for some, with W A Jacobs on the Speed King Rex having to
put his foot out to get round. John Le Grand on the MOV Rex made
fastest time of the day, silently sweeping up the gradient but only just
making it around the bend by superb nerve and judgement — indeed, his
footrest cut into the bank for forty yards or so. Billy Wells’ Indian was
misfiring badly after he had changed the plug for one on which the gap
was too narrow and got shorted out by a globule of metal.

W A Jacobs on his single-cylinder Rex, rounding the dangerous bend

Unfortunately, just before the conclusion of the motorcycle events, W
A Jacobs, competing in Class 5 for racing machines, had a nasty
accident when travelling at about 40 miles an hour. Coming up to the
bad bend, his goggles dropped off his cap across his face and, in trying
to remove them, he lost control of his steering, got too close to the bank
and was pitched over the handlebars, doing a complete somersault and
landing on his face. Fortunately, he didn’t sustain any serious injuries,
although he was rather badly cut about the face by the glass from his
goggles. Cooper had to have a second attempt after he initially set off
with his petrol turned off.

The crowd surrounding Jacobs and his machine after the bad smash

The organisation could have been better, with competitors and
spectators alike riding up and down the hill apparently as they liked.
Only late in the afternoon when a car came crawling up the hill at about
5mph did the organisers think of clearing the course. But no-one had
been there to clear the course when the motorcycles were flying up at
between 45 and 50 miles an hour.

When the news of the death of King Edward was announced in early
May 1910, no one expected that the Herts County AC hill-climb would
take place, but having received no news to the contrary, a number of
competitors made their way to Tring. On the way there, in Hemel
Hempstead, they met Mr. Salmon, the secretary of the Herts County A
C, and he told them of the postponement. Once clear of the village, as it
then was, Geiger sadly shook his head and headed home, while a little
further on came Wells, Hedstrom, Bentley and others on Indians, all
homeward bound. Jenkins, Booth, Straight and a few others were seen
at the Rose and Crown in Tring, all very quiet and sad looking though
it’s not sure if that was because of the death of the king or, more likely,
the cancellation of the event. On the hill itself, a number of cars and
motorcycles had still gathered, and one or two were trying their skill on
the gradient.

The event was postponed until the following week, although by holding
it on Saturday they unfortunately clashed with an important fixture of
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their own Car Section, who were holding a motor gymkhana near
Watford. A splendid entry, totalling 111 machines, had been received
for the original event, but only 61 were able to attend on the new date
but this proved sufficient to provide a most interesting afternoon’s sport.
As usual, one or two of the competitors arrived late for the weigh-in at
the Rose and Crown in Tring, telling such pitiful tales of mishaps and
delays on the road that the officials felt compelled to relent and allow
them to be weighed. Whilst the weighing was in progress, the judge, Mr.
Brooker, was busy examining every detail of the machines to see that
they conformed to the necessary requirements.

A general view at the starting point

The hill looked like some enterprising advertising agent had hired the
place, for the railings near the starting point had been disfigured by
advertisements of rival vendors of motor spirit—a practice which, so
said the Motor Cycle weekly magazine “is much to be deprecated, and
which the committee, in the interests of the club, would do well to
consider the advisability of putting a stop to in future.” Prior to the start
of the competition, a number of non-competitors amused themselves by
riding up and down the hill, but the majority of them made very sorry
exhibitions. Several of them having to make two or three attempts
before they were able to reach the top, whilst others failed hopelessly to
get to the summit at all. The surface of the hill was in a very loose state
and badly rutted because of recent heavy rains. Two patches at the top
being particularly dangerous, one about fifty yards before the riders
reached the finishing timekeeper and the other about thirty yards
beyond. It was the fast division who were particularly affected by these
patches, as owing to the speed at which they were travelling, they had
to take the slight bend near the finish fairly wide. This took them on to
the loose patch and appeared to affect their steering, but before they
were able to get themselves straight again, they were onto the second
patch, and had the utmost difficulty in keeping upright. Both Applebee
and Mackenzie Cott fell, fortunately without any serious damage to
themselves, whilst Lister Cooper had a very narrow escape at the same
spot. A large number of spectators were at the various points of vantage
along the course, whilst a number of machines and cars carried the
Cambridge identification plates, having apparently brought over a
number of "Varsity men to see their 'crack competitor, Mackenzie Cott,
perform but who, after passing the timekeeper and travelling at a great
speed, had come a heavy cropper, fortunately without doing any damage
to himself. Unfortunately, Harry Bashall was absent, along with Freddie
Barnes who had had a very nasty accident testing his 8hp Zenith-Gradua
at Brooklands when the front tyre blew out.

In Class A for lightweight machines, Arthur Chase put in a good show
on a machine of his own manufacture, furiously pedalling on the level
sections to improve his time. Indeed, most of the lightweights had to be
pedalled on the first steep section because, being so close to the start
line, it didn’t really give them time to get going properly. Greaves on
his khaki-coloured 2%hp Royal Enfield was going well but ground to a
halt when the needle in his carburetter stuck.

In Class B for standard touring machines up to 499cc, Burney on the 3%z
hp De Havilland of his own design came up well but was clearly over-
geared. Capt. Sir Robert Arbuthnot on his 32 hp Triumph apparently
tried to start with his exhaust lifter down - a mistake which he soon
rectified. Club secretary CC Cooke tried to start on the clutch on his 3%
Triumph but, in doing so, stalled his engine - so he came back and had
a second go, but this time with a running start and was very fast, as was
Colliver on a similar but clutchless machine. Pa Applebee, on a Centaur,
gained revenge for losing to Arthur Chase on a similar machine in that
year’s Isle of Man TT by beating him by a full ten seconds.
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Capt. Sir R K Arbuthnot approaching the start line with only a few yards
to get going before tackling the steepest bit of the hill.

Things started to get really hot when it came to the class for racing TT
single-cylinder machines. The feature of the day was the marvellous
speed made by Lister Cooper on his Isle of Man TT Triumph. Riding
with superb grit, wriggling into the ruts, he roared up the hill at a terrific
rate, riding his machine like a past master of the art, suitably impressing
the crowds. H Bevir appeared with a freak of his own ideas fitted with
an LMC engine and named “grey dwarf” and was going well until a
choked carburetter slowed him down - but he got going again by
waddling and eventually finished well.

Jacobs, who had a bad smash at the previous event, clearly showed he
still didn’t like the corner - but it’s better to be cautious than be killed.
Brice started off with a run-and-jump start but in mounting his machine
he appeared to knock the spring off his contact breaker cover, causing
the cover to come adrift.

W A Jacobs leaning outwards whilst going well on his 3%hp Rex. This
time he did not have a bad smash on the bad corner

In the multi-cylinder TT class, W 0 Bentley (5 hp Indian) had the best
figure of merit after the handicap formula had been applied despite
slowing near the top by mistake and only carrying on to the finisjh line
when the spectators shouted, but was disqualified as he had not been
weighed before the start. J Seyfried (6 hp N.S.U.) was initially in third
place but was also disallowed owing to his c.c. being too large.
Applebee Jnr just after crossing the finish lost control of his 4 hp Rex
and ran into a wooden fence with great force Fortunately, he escaped
with just a slight injury to his wrist and damaged clothing. His forks got
twisted but he managed to ride the bike home with the throttle control
dangling from the bars.

The class for variable gears proved most amusing, and the enormous
crowd that gathered near the summit to watch the stopping and restarting
tests fully appreciated the fun, and taunted the riders on the handling of
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their machines. Geiger had hurriedly changed the handlebars on his
Vindec Special as he didn’t like the upturned type but failed on the hill
because, in doing so, he had managed to get the brake stuck on. Ayling
on his variable-pulley Midget Bi-car took to the gradient really well
from a standing start but came to grief a few yards further up when the
belt broke.

F A Hardy (5hp VS) restarting from the white lines in the Variable Gear
Class

The last event was for any type of machine, be it ever so freakish.
Mackenzie Cott with his 10hp King-JAP was expected to do the fastest
time, if he didn’t kill himself, but Lister Cooper on the TT Triumph beat
him by four fifths of a second, to the amazement of the crowd. The
ascent of the giant JAP certainly frightened everyone - the rider swayed
all over the road, with one leg dangling inwards on the corners. After
the finish, he came to grief, but didn’t hurt himself, getting up and
stopping his roaring monster.

The engine and giant carburetter of Mackenzie Cott’s 10hp King-JAP
twin. Note the air-blast funnel to aid induction

[The concluding part will appear in the next issue]

Footnote: details of the celebration event to commemorate the 100"
anniversary of the final event on Aston Hill (which didn’t happen — see
the next newsletter for the reason) can be found on the website
astonhill100.com. It’s intended to be a one-0ff so won’t simply be a
copy of the Kop Hill event. There’ll be a invitation hill climb
demonstration featuring contemporary cars and motorcycles, an
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exhibition in the pavilion in Aston Clinton Park. There’ll also be a large
car and motorcycle show on the day which is open to all British and
European pre-1980 vehicles. Tickets are just £5 to enter, which is the
same price as a spectator ticket. I’ve submitted my entry for the 1926
ex-Geoff Hoden Triumph Model Q — should be a good day out.

The Christmassy bit

Santa, stopping for directions in Berlin
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4 CKINGH ALES Tetegrams—G. MARRIOTT, Buckingham
Telephone—3153 BU AM SERVICE sleg
ATISFACTION
MOTOR CARS FOR HIRE WELL APPOINTED SALOONS
Private Licensed Passengers Insured

FULLY pQUIPPED WORKS FOR RE-BORING - RE.SLEryiNG - ETC.

S SR NoESIUL s 19.54
................................. Gl GRHORD T SRR, i POMTbt : 24..

** GEORGE MARRIOTT

Hire and  Repair  Serbice @ar&ﬁz
'14/18, HiGH STREET BUCKINGHAM

1954 Customers’ Cars are only Driven and Stored at Owners’ Risk

10 ACCOUNT RENDERED,
812/19 JULY: TO Labour cherges, re removing cylinder barrel, e
from "ROYAL ENFIELD" motorscycle, stripping down tim
gears, & shafts, etc, fitting new tappet push rod, r¢
barrel, cyllpder head, timing gears, etc, ineluding
t&pgitsﬁz ret:imf_{ning engine, & road test. s
=0 e -8
%_o}sta%e gpgac ig Ch

u

Neil Cairns sent this receipt for work on his Uncle Eric's Royal Enfield in 1954. He fought in WW2 in North Africa and through Italy, ending up as a Warrant
Officer 1. [why did they put stamps on receipts in thoss days?]
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05 Dec
12 Dec
19 Dec
29 Dec

02 Jan

09 Jan

16 Jan

26 Jan

06 Feb

13 Feb

20 Feb

23 Feb

06 Mar
13 Mar
20 Mar
30 Mar
03 Apr
10 Apr
13 Apr
17 Apr
217 Apr
08 May
11 May
15 May
19 May
25 May
12 June
21 June
29 June
10 July
19 July
27 July
14 Aug
21 Aug
24 Aug
31 Aug
11 Sept
18 Sept
21 Sept
28 Sept
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2024

Winter Wanderings Run - STMA

Club Night - Xmas Bash and Auction

Christmas Lunch - Toby Carvery, Goldington

Breakfast Meet — Nuyard Garden Centre NB Change of venue

VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2025

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - Jacqui Furneaux/Gordon May, Adventurers
Mid-Week Lunch - Nuyard Garden Centre
Breakfast Meet - Shuttleworth

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — John Young, Daytona Race Bike No. 8
Mid-Week Lunch — Musgrave Arms, Shillington
Breakfast Meet — TBA

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — Quiz Night

Mid-Week Lunch — Keysoe Equestrian Centre
Breakfast Meet — Nuyard Garden Centre

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — Possibly a film night

Spring Run

Mid-Week Run

Breakfast Meet — Maypole Farm, Kempston

Club Night — Ride-a-Bike-to-Shefford NB usually in June
Roger & Arthur King Memorial Run (girder forks & outfits)
Mid-Week Run

Visit to Velo Club, Rose & Crown, Ridgmont
Breakfast Meet — Danish Camp, Willington

Club Night — Fish & Chips NB usually in May
Mid-Week Run

Breakfast Meet — Jordans Mill, Broom

Club Night — Ride-a-Bike-to-Shefford

Mid-Week Run

Albert Brown Run

Noggin and a Natter

Mid-Week Run

Breakfast Meet and Summer Saunter — Shuttleworth
Breakfast Meet — Jordans Mill

Club Night — Brent, My Motorcycling Life
Mid-Week Run

Sand and Motorcycles

Breakfast Meet and Autumn Run - Shuttleworth
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