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EDITORIAL 
 
It’s Winter, so I suppose it’s only reasonable to expect to be cold. The 

news the other morning said it was the warmest January on record – 

maybe globally, yes, it definitely wasn’t true for Bedfordshire if club 

night and the day of the Winter Wandering were anything to go by. 

February doesn’t seem to have started much differently either and the 

forecast isn’t much better for the next couple of weeks. Personally, I 

have three bike I’m not afraid to use this time of year but, somewhat 

annoyingly, all three were off the road most of that time. Two have been 

fixed (both suffered failure of the electronic ignition unit) but have 

almost immediately developed other problems. The joys of ownership 

of old bikes. 

 

Many thanks to the contributors to this issue: Neil, Richard, Tim and 

Will. We really need lots more contributions, please - submit to me on: 

bryan.marsh@btinternet.com and please, if possible, use Word with any 

photographs separate, not embedded in the text, to make it easier for me. 

Don’t worry about grammar or spelling, they’re easily sorted. 

 

Bryan 

Beds Section News 

Upcoming Events 
 

CLUB NIGHT – JOHN YOUNG WITH THE DAYTONA 
RACE BIKE NO. 8, STMA, THURS 13 FEB, 7.30 FOR 
8PM 
 

 

That’s not John but it is the bike. 

We welcome John for his third visit to our club. Always enlightening 

and entertaining, his knowledge of Triumph and BSA triples is nothing 

short of encyclopaedic. He travels down from the Midlands but doesn’t 

charge us a penny. Instead, he invites donations to a local children’s 

hospice he supports. We will be giving him half the proceeds from the 

Christmas Auction but will, no doubt, have his “rattle tin”. You might 

like to come prepared. 

 

MIDWEEK LUNCH – MUSGRAVE ARMS, 
SHILLINGTON, THURS 20 FEB, 12 NOON 
 

Specialising in pizzas and Italian food but with plenty of other choices, 

we’ve been there a few times before (though it wasn’t always open!) so 

we know it’s good. 

 

BREAKFAST MEET – JORDANS MILL, BROOM, 
SUN 23 FEB, 10AM 
 

If you’re not off to the Bristol Classic Bike Show, why not make your 

way to Broom and the wonderful Jordans Mill for breakfast and great 

company. 

 

WINTER WANDERING – STMA START, THURS 06 
MAR, 10.15 FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE  

 
 

Fingers crossed for reasonable weather this time (see reports below). 

 

Recent event reports 
 

JANUARY & FEBRUARY WINTER WANDERINGS 
 

The January outing was cancelled due to predicted sub-zero overnight 

temperatures, with the consequent risk of icy backroads, and the 

prospect of a very cold morning.  

 

 
 
The morning of the February presented us with a thick mist but six keen 

riders, and me (not so keen). The poor visibility would have made it 

very difficult to keep the seven-rider group together using the follow-

my-leader technique as the leader couldn’t see more than a couple or so 

mailto:bryan.marsh@btinternet.com
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of the following bikes, let alone the back marker. It was also jolly cold, 

so we opted for a brief run of ten miles or so, over to the refurbished 

Dairy Café at Franklins Farm in Thorncote Green. From there some of 

us then headed back to Shuttleworth for yet more coffee. Hardly a 

proper Winter Wandering but at least we got out on the bikes. 

 

CLUB NIGHT – JACQUI FURNEAUX & GORDON 
MAY, MOTORCYCLE ADVENTURERS 
 

 
 

Return visits for both Jacqui and Gordon but, this time, appearing as a 

double act and talking generally about their respective travels and 

adventures rather than specific journeys. Fascinating as always, the 

evening provoked some interesting discussion although I’m not sure 

anyone was inspired to load up their bikes and head off to destinations 

unknown. 

Some items of interest 
NEIL CAIRNS 

DUNSTABLE DOWNS CAR PARK 
 

 
 

Beware the car park at the Dunstable Downs NT Cafe, it’s got about a 

two-inch thick covering of loose shingle, like riding on ball bearings. 

 

[The response to Neil from the Visitor Centre] 

 

Good morning, 

  

I hope you are well. I am emailing in regard to your comments about 

the gravel in our car park.  

  

We have recently had work done in the car park to replenish the gravel. 

This work was organised by the Central Bedfordshire Council who are 

responsible for the car park. We are working closely with the council to 

rectify the issue of the loose shingles; this was brought to their attention 

straight away.  

 

They have asked the contractor to return to site to report the state of the 

shingles and await a report. We are still passing on comments from 

visitors to express the urgency of our concerns and hope to get this 

rectified as soon as possible.  

  

We apologies for the inconvenience and will continue to work with the 

Council to try and resolve this matter quickly and safely.  

  

Thank you for your support, 

  

Gill Beasley 

Visitor Experience Officer 

Dunstable Downs 

 

IS THE MOT HEADING BACK? 
[This is the text of a report floating around on Facebook] 

 

 
 

Classics could lose their MOT exemption 

 

Owners of classics could find themselves having to put their cars 

through an MOT or similar road worthiness test in the not too 

distant future. Following changes to the regulations several years ago, 

vehicles over 40 years of age have been exempt from the 

official MOT test, although many owners continue to have their cars 

tested as it can assist their re-sale appeal. 

 

Those who have chosen to stop having their cars put through the MOT 

examination each year could suddenly be required to meet 

a new road safety procedure in order to keep their vehicles on the road. 

This follows a public consultation exercise carried out by 

the Department for Transport in which more than two in five 

respondents agreed with officials that new tests should be introduced 

for cars more than 40 years old. 

 

Although just over a third (36 per cent) of respondents said no change 

was needed, 41 per cent of the responses supported either 

a full MOT or similar safety tests appropriate to the age of the classic or 

historic car. Of those supporting a change, 18 per cent 

said tests similar to an MOTs should be introduced. A further 10 per 

cent said 'basic checks for roadworthiness' ought to be 

mandatory. 

 

Nearly 400 classic car enthusiasts voiced their disapproval of new safety 

checks, although 28 percent acknowledge the need for 

at least a basic roadworthiness assessment. Comments from one 

participant included: "Yes an age and status-related 

'sympathetic' style MOT would be useful, particularly for classic cars 

that are driven fairly regularly." 

 

Wayne Scott, a spokesman for the Federation of British Historic Vehicle 

Clubs, suggested that one-off safety checks for classic 

cars 'would be appropriate if carried out after a major rebuild of a 

cherished vehicle'. "This may need to be a more in-depth 

inspection than the MOT, possibly including some degree of 

dismantling to permit full access to all parts of the vehicle but, in 

common with the MOT, it should assess the vehicle with reference to 

the technical standards applicable when it was new," he 

said. 

 

Dale Keller, chief executive of the Historic and Classic Vehicles 
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Association (HCVA), said that most classic cars were "in the hands 

of enthusiasts and owners" with a vested interest in maintaining their 

pride and joy to the highest standards: "There is plenty of 

specialist expertise available to maintain these vehicles for the 

enjoyment of generations to come. "The HCVA view is that there 

could be a case for an optional, industry-led, roadworthiness test for 

historic MOT-exempt vehicles, especially those that are 

being returned to the road after an extended laying-up period or 

restoration. 

 

"We are not aware of any evidence that the trust placed in owners to 

maintain their specialist vehicles to a roadworthy standard 

is being abused, nor any statistical evidence that historic vehicles are 

more prone to be involved in accidents.” A Government 

spokesman said any plans for new safety tests for classic cars would be 

announced in due course. 

 

"The safety of our roads is our utmost priority and all car owners are 

responsible for ensuring their vehicle meets the road safety 

and environmental standards," said the spokesman. "While classic cars 

do not need an MOT test, there are still a number of 

safety checks recommended for owners." On other issues in the 

consultation, almost a half of respondents believed that the 

current process for registering historic vehicles works well and that a 

separate system was unnecessary. Meanwhile, a vast 

majority of 86 percent see no requirement for specific registration series 

for historic and classic cars. 

 

The issue of electric conversions has stirred varied opinions, gaining 

traction among owners aiming to prolong the life of their 

vehicles through modern updates. Some 11 percent critiqued the 

guidance as too limiting and potentially eroding a vehicle's 

original identity and reg number. In contrast, nine percent believe EV-

converted cars should not qualify as rebuilt classics or 

historical autos, with a similar percentage suggesting the DVLA should 

permit further safety enhancements. 

The Page 4 girl 
 

 
 

Lucky or what? 
WILL CURRY 

Just before last Christmas I made a start of fixing the oil leak from the 

gearbox of my trials Ariel, a proper HT5 and even more special, one 

that had never been ridden by Sammy Miller. 

 

 

The trials Ariel at Shefford at the 2016 Relay Rally 

This oil leak has plagued the bike for many years and has survived two 

previous attempts at stemming the outward and embarrassing flow of 

oil. Worse, it was requiring more and more oil to top it up and I had 

visions of wrecking a rather special wide ratio gearbox and possibly me 

if it locked up while I was riding the bike. 

 

 

Probably time to do something about that oil leak Will.  

These boxes are traditional Burman in construction: a main case with 

all the gears, shafts and selector forks which is sealed with an inner 

cover into which go the kickstarter and gearchange mechanisms these 

in turn being covered by the outer cover. The usual place for these to 

leak is from the joint between the main case and the inner cover and this 

was the case on the second attempt at fixing the leak. 

 

 

Traditional Burman construction 
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So, with new gaskets, split pins for the selector mechanism and a new, 

fresh tube of wellseal to replace the one that is over at Ian's place where 

valiant things are being done to the JAP engine from the Allotment 

Association's rotavator I set off, not altogether full of confidence. 

 

 

Before starting, make sure you've got all the parts you could ever need 

Ariel's HT5 didn't have any sort of stand as catalogued, and a previous 

owner has fitted a prop stand to the underneath of the drive side footrest. 

Somewhat unfortunately, the entire footrest assembly has to come off in 

order to get the exhaust pipe off so that the outer gearbox cover can be 

removed. It took a while to position the bike somewhere where it could 

lean against the shelf without taking up so much room that I couldn't get 

the Yamaha back into the garage when it got dark. 

 

Once the outer cover was off oil had obviously been leaking through the 

joint - one of the after-market allen screws was bottoming out before 

clamping the joint properly, something I must have missed twice before. 

Ooops. Measuring it against the length given in the parts list showed it 

was some 3/16" too long so it got shortened. I also cleared out all the 

threaded holes in the inner cover to remove any accumulated gasket goo, 

not that there was that much. 

 

Having got that far into the box it would have been silly not to check 

the state of the inner joint - I'd already got the gasket and the split pins 

in anticipation. The joint was perfect with gasket firmly stuck to both 

faces and it took some effort to clean things up enough to put the new 

gasket on. 

 

The new gasket was a little tight and more in hope than expectation I 

wrapped it in some wet newspaper. This had no effect at all as the gasket 

was some wonderful modern material rather than the more traditional 

paper. I fitted the gasket, now dried off, to the inner cover with the fixing 

screws in place through the holes in the gasket and then fitted the inner 

cover to the main case. 

 

All seemed to go well so I set about installing the selector mechanism. 

On the bench this is simple but with the gearbox in place on the bike 

gravity does not help at all. Neither did the split pins being oversize help 

one jot. There was some serious muttering. 

 

New pins arrived after Christmas and it's at this point that the question 

of lucky or not arises. Laid on my back on the workshop floor trying to 

get the new split pins in place it was easy to see the little tongue of inner 

case gasket sticking up through one of the holes in the inner cover. 

 

The gasket had split during the fitting of the inner cover. There is a 

dowel at the point of breakage and I must have caught the gasket on it. 

The previous muttering paled into insignificance compared to what 

followed. I wondered whether my outburst was loud and clear enough 

to be heard and understood next door. 

 

Another gasket from another source, more Wellseal and the new split 

pins and everything went back as I'd wished. Better, nothing seems to 

have leaked out in nearly a week. All I have to do before I can test it on 

the road is to put the exhaust pipe and the footrests back on, drain the 

stale petrol from the tank and the carburettor and add some fresh petrol. 

Simple enough and at the rate I'm going it'll be ready just in time for the 

Albert Brown. 

So, was I lucky to have spotted the torn gasket before completely 

reassembling everything or what? 

 

 

Velos I have abused 
TIM KINGHAM 

In the sixties I was busy racing, I had sold my Manx as did not handle 

as well or keep up with the opposition, and had bought a Vincent twin 

for production racing with BMSEE, and although this was a successful 

move, after paying for the bike (£65), paying for some parts, and the 

entry fees for a few meetings, I found this had left me rather brassic. So, 

I borrowed an MAC (A pea green MAC!) from my mate. Steve was also 

racing and he had changed his tyres for the season (back then you could 

almost get a season from a set of racing tyres) and had put last year’s set 

on the MAC since at that time there were no silly notices about ‘not for 

road use’ on the sides (That saved some work with a sanding disc!). The 

tyres were 19 inch and I think the front was a triangular, So, with a 

ridged back end and air leaking telescopic forks, that old green bike 

could fly round the Chiltern lanes at a high rate of knots. (Back then we 

had council road menders with pride and no potholes or silly rural 

limits).  

 

Now my normal road transport had expired (BSA Bantam), and I was 

too skint to repair it till payday, so the main purpose of the borrowed 

green MAC was to go the 15 miles or so to the Vale of Aylesbury to see 

certain young lady at weekends. I would go over about 5pm or so, then 

together we would catch the bus, go to a dance at the Aylesbury 

Grosvenor and back on the last bus. The only fly in the ointment was 

the Velo had no lights! No, not no working lights, just no lights, no 

headlamp, no dynamo, nothing.  

 

However I devised a route that with the exception of one village, I could 

get back into the hills without passing any conurbations, and also the 

two weekends coincided with the waxing and waning of a full moon, so 

I was up for it. Now I was not a complete novice at dark riding, as before 

I started racing I had a AJS 7R sans kickstart, on the road (£50), and on 

that bike I had the luxury a couple of push bike lights (to be accurate the 

rear light was just a red painted torch bulb in the spark plug zip up on 

the back of the racing seat, lit by a  torch battery in my back jeans 

pocket-but I digress). Getting home by darkness riding on the back lanes 

late at night, has a few rules. First of all, never, ever, keep riding when 

the glimmer of an approaching car comes towards you. Stop and never, 

ever look at the car lights. If you are lucky enough think a car may be 

approaching to overtake you, stop, bend over bike, wait till it passes and 

follow smartly, but keep well back, so the driver can’t see you 

following, it’s surprising how you can judge where that bend they just 

took is when you come to it. I found that so long as they don’t see you 

they won’t take fright, and accelerate away. Finally, under trees in 

absolute dark, use your foot to feel the bank. One thing is certain you 

would not get away with that activity today.  

 

When the winter came the Bantam transport had gone where all stink 

wheels go, and rebuilding the Vincent had left me brassic again, (I think 

the steel idler I ‘had to have’ was £50!). So, for transport I had a MSS 

Velo in a BSA frame (It wasn’t me –honest), and as the days got shorter, 

I added a sidecar chassis and an orange box containing a sack of sand. 
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Now those of you who know something about sidecars know that setting 

them up is an art, but in the brashness of youth I saw the frame holes 

and just bolted it on, and the gods smiled on me, as it was the sweetest 

plot I have ever ridden. It would U-turn so quickly that, in the snow, the 

front and rear wheels on the way out, would go back into the ruts that 

they came in on, and I could ride for miles with the side car wheel in the 

air. Honestly if they ever place a blanket 50mph limit on all roads, a 

sidecar outfit like that is still fantastic fun. And in that winter of snow I 

never felt cold, and I must have passed a zillion cars vans and lorries 

stuck on the Chiltern Hills.  

 

 
 

I was still running down to Aylesbury Vale at weekends and the thaw 

was coming, but this particular night the melting snow had frozen across 

the road (No salt lorries back then) and it was a magic skid pan, I 

remember going round the same roundabout about five times that night 

in a controlled drift – “Bill Bodice eat your heart out” I thought.  

However, to get traction I had draped another half full sack of sand over 

the substantial rear number plate so it hung down both sides of the plate, 

but the weight had done for the rear light connections, and that night as 

I came into a certain village (no names to protect the guilty) I saw a 

policeman in a phone box next to his Morris Minor. I passed him, and 

as I turned left I saw him exit the box and make for his car. I thought, ‘I 

bet he is after me’, Perhaps my roundabout antics had been passed on to 

him or he had seen my back light was out, I shall never know, but I 

doubted he could see my number plate, so up the road I went as fast as 

I could, feigning ignorance of possible pursuit, and down a side road 

strewn with ice towards the hills (wherein lay my salvation). Now on 

that side road was a long bend with a stone wall on both sides, the curve 

was exactly that I had encountered earlier on the roundabout, Bill 

Bodice I was indeed, round I drifted, and then pressed on into the 

hinterland, but then on the next bend I heard above the Velos roar, the 

crash of what must have been the Morris Minor against the wall on the 

first bend,  

 

This was serious. What I should have done then is race home as I doubt 

there was much wireless communications available, but what I actually 

did was switch off my lights open a gate, drive into a field and hide 

behind a haystack then nip back close the gate and cover my snow 

tracks. I don’t think they were called squad cars back then, I don’t even 

think Z-Cars was on telly, but I am sure there were a few police 

Wolseley 4/50s running up the Chilterns that long cold night, and a tow 

truck came into play below me. It was nearly six before all was quiet 

and I ventured out, frozen to death and sneaked home by the back lanes, 

heart in mouth. Of course, the sidecar had to come off the next day, 

together with some changes to the appearance of the ‘Bello’ and 

mending of the rear light. 

 

 

Happy Days 
RICHARD CHAMBERS 

Back in those halcyon days when I was a single chap, I bought a friend’s 

‘66 Bonneville fitted with Thruxton exhaust, seat and bars but still with 

a standard engine. He then replaced it with an ex-Ken Buckmaster 

Bonneville of the same year but a proper works spec job. About that 

time I had had a Dominator 99 on the road, so was surprised how good 

the Bonneville was, especially compared to those late 50`s Triumph 

twins handling wise. Then I fitted a close-ratio gearbox and refreshed 

the engine and enjoyed many rides on it, especially at Lydden in Kent. 

 

I had the Triumph on the road for a short period to get it sorted, during 

a weekday when I must have been working night shift. I went over to 

Wrest Park where I had recently worked to see who was about, even 

girls perhaps.... At the top of the drive there is, or was, a hostel for 

students and workers, at the front was old Bill the resident Wrest Park 

builder mending the wall with his mate Jack.   

 

I knew Bill was a bike man from tales that I heard in the village pub, so 

I stopped and had a chat, "how fast would it go down the long drive ?", 

fast enough Bill, "go on then let's hear it". So off I go, giving it a bit and 

that impressed Bill, "sounds great boy, bugger I did love my ole bikes " 

"You shall have to have a go on it sometime Bill ", " can I ?"  "come on 

then, why not?", crikey.  

 

So with his cloth cap pulled down tight and his old tweed jacket over 

his bib and brace blue overalls off he went, despite being virtually 

retirement age or more, and not riding a bike for some years, managing 

very well with the rear sets and slightly lower bars, giving it a big hand 

full once on the move.  He returned with eyes watering and a huge smile, 

"bugger boy, that was good !" 

 

Well, he was happy, and I know I was. In later years he did mention the 

episode the odd time if I saw him in the pub on a domino night. 

 

Happy days. 

A snoop around Bonhams 
BRYAN MARSH 

Last year, Bonhams moved their motorcycle division from Bicester to 

Bletchley. So why not have a snoop around on viewing day for their 

January online auction?  

 

 

Delivery truck made from a 98cc Triumph T10 Automatic – Heaven knows 
why. One of two known examples, the other being in the Coventry 
Transport Museum (see next article). 
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Another view of that truck 

 

A different take on the motorcycle-based delivery vehicle 

 

Stafford Auction 1925 Brough Superior SS100 - estimate £300-350k! 

 

The cheaper option – 1939 SS80. I wonder who bought that. 

Coventry Museum of Transport 

– Part one 
BRYAN MARSH 

 

Royal Riley 

 
 

 

1922 Hazlewood motorcycle with Montgomery sidecar 
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1923 R&H Coventry (by the Hailstone & Ravenhall Co.) 

 

1924 McKenzie (rebadged Hobart) 

 

1923 Wee McGregor (made in Coventry, not Scotland) 

 

1924 Lea-Francis (unrestored) 

 

The Lea-Francis engine 

 

1922 Revere (made for them by Sparkbrook) 

 

1924 Sparkbrook 

 

Mysterious oblong-piston engine (no information board)  
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary – 2025 

 

13 Feb  Club Night – John Young, Daytona Race Bike No. 8 

20 Feb  Mid-Week Lunch – Musgrave Arms, Shillington 

23 Feb  Breakfast Meet – Jordans Mill, Broom 

06 Mar  Winter Wanderings Run– from STMA, Shefford 

13 Mar  Club Night – Quiz Night 

20 Mar  Mid-Week Lunch – Keysoe Equestrian Centre 

30 Mar  Breakfast Meet – Nuyard Garden Centre, Westoning 

03 Apr  Winter Wanderings Run 

10 Apr  Club Night – Possibly a film night 

13 Apr  Spring Run - TBA 

17 Apr  Mid-Week Run – from STMA, Shefford  

27 Apr  Breakfast Meet – Maypole Farm, Kempston 

08 May  Club Night – Ride-a-Bike-to-Shefford NB usually in June 

11 May  Roger & Arthur King Memorial Run (girder forks & outfits) 

15 May  Mid-Week Run – from STMA, Shefford 

19 May  Visit to Velo Club, Rose & Crown, Ridgmont  

25 May  Breakfast Meet – Danish Camp, Willington 

12 June  Club Night – Fish & Chips NB usually in May 

19 June  Mid-Week Run – from STMA, Shefford 

29 June  Breakfast Meet – Jordans Mill, Broom 

10 July  Club Night – Ride-a-Bike-to-Shefford 

17 July  Mid-Week Run – from STMA, Shefford 

27 July  Albert Brown Run - TBA 

14 Aug   Noggin and a Natter 

21 Aug  Mid-Week Run – from STMA, Shefford 

24 Aug  Breakfast Meet and Summer Saunter – Shuttleworth 

31 Aug  Breakfast Meet – Jordans Mill, Broom 

11 Sept  Club Night – Brent, My Motorcycling Life 

18 Sept  Mid-Week Run – from STMA, Shefford 

21 Sept  Sand and Motorcycles 

28 Sept   Breakfast Meet and Autumn Run – Shuttleworth 

02 Oct  Winter Wanderings Run  

09 Oct  Club Night - TBA 

16 Oct  Mid-Week Lunch – Cross Keys, Pulloxhill 

26 Oct  Breakfast Meet – Danish Camp, Willington 

06 Nov  Winter Wanderings Run 

13 Nov  Club Night – AGM and Slide Show 

20 Nov  Mid-Week Lunch – Nuyard Garden Centre, Westoning 

30 Nov  Breakfast Meet – Shuttleworth 

04 Dec  Winter Wanderings Run 

11 Dec  Club Night – Auction and Christmas grub 

18 Dec  Christmas Lunch – Toby Carvery, Goldington 


