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EDITORIAL

It’s not just the crops and reservoirs that need some rain but also this
newsletter —a few wet days and | might stay at home and put it together,
rather than getting out and about on the bikes. With such great
motorcycling weather, you must be doing lots of runs, rallies or
whatever, so how about a few words and pictures. | know a few of you
did the Banbury Run — how did it go? My own attempt turned into a
catalogue of minor disasters culminating, unfortunately, in a DNS. First
I lost the paperwork but only realised after the VMCC Office had closed
on the Friday afternoon, so couldn’t make alternative arrangements.
After turning half the house upside-down 1 finally found it in the
recycling bin — whoops. Attending to the final preparations to the ex-
Geoff Hoden 1926 Triumph Model Q, as seen on the RAKM Run, |
managed to accidentally top up the oil in the petrol filler (it’s alongside
the oil one on the tank) — not wishing to try my luck as a two-stroke, |
had to drain the tank and allow all the oil to slowly make it’s way out.
Re-filling the tank with petrol, | found the oil had shrunk the cork in the
petrol tap plunger allowing petrol to p*ss out. After draining the tank
again and finding another suitable plunger amongst my spares, we were
ready to go —and it was still only about 10.30pm. Unfortunately, all that
bending did my back no favours as | found when I hopped out of bed at
6.30am on Sunday morning. Ouch, ouch and ouch again — there was no
way | could have even driven over to Banbury, let alone do the requisite
70-miles on the Q. Bother!

Many thanks to the contributors to this issue: Chris, Don, Kerry Sam &
Will. Please submit your contributions to me on:
bryan.marsh@btinternet.com and please, if possible, use Word with any
photographs separate, not embedded in the text, to make it easier for me.
Don’t worry about grammar or spelling.

Bryan

Beds Section News
Event Reports

MAY MIDWEEK RUN
Some pictures from Sam (Andrew Samway):

BEDS VMCC
NEWS

THE ROGER AND ARTHUR KING MEMORIAL RUN
See separate article.

VISIT TO THE VELO FELLOWS, ROSE & CROWN,

RIDGMONT
Beautiful evening, very well-attended from both sides, and with a few
Harley riders visiting as well.

“Back in my day...”

Much black and gold in evidence
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JUNE MIDWEEK RUN
Pictures from Sam. Report from Don later in the newsletter.

Upcoming Events

BEDS VMCC

NEWS

CLUB NIGHT = SHINY BIKE NIGHT, STMA, THURS,

10™ JULY, 7.30 FOR 8.00PM
Hopefully, the good weather will hold, and the attendance will get some
way back towards what it used to be.

MIDWEEK RUN - STMA, THURS 17™ JULY,

10.15AM FOR 10.30PM
The usual run out to see which roads are closed and which have four-
way temporary traffic lights in place.

THE ALBERT BROWN RUN, THE CROWN, LITTLE

STAUGHTON, SUN 27™ JULY, FROM 9AM
Probably too late to enter but why not come along to the start anyway?

Other events of possible interest

BREAKFAST MEET — JORDANS MILL, BROOM,

SUN 29™ JUNE, 10AM (OPENS AT 9AM)
Lovely spot, very popular.

BEDFORD FESTIVAL OF MOTORING AND KITE
FESTIVAL, RUSSELL PARK, THE EMBANKMENT
AND SAT-SUN 21-22 JUNE

From their website:

This family-focused festival will expand even further in 2025 with a
whole host of motor vehicles, kite flyers, vegan fare, music, food and
drink, river entertainment and children’s activities.

BEDFORD GALLAGHER

BOROUGH COUNCIL DEVELOPMENTS

- Food & Drink + Vehicle Exhibitions « Kite Flyers & Demonstrations = Green Earth Area - Year of Reading Tent «
* Funfair + Come & Try Sports Area - Watersports - Trade Stalls + Dragon Boats (Sunday) + Bandstand Concerts + = §

ROTARY CLUB CLASSIC CAR AND MOTORCYCLE

SHOW, 8™ AUG

David Sparkes writes:

Our Rotary Club are holding our show on Friday, 8th August 2025 from
3-00pm. This year we are at Gt. Offley football ground which is just
behind the Church. Pirton are rebuilding their clubhouse so it is not
available. Offley has a very good clubhouse and better access roads. The
cost will be £10 for cars and £5 for motorcycles and the usual tea coffee
and cakes will be available. All proceeds will go to local Rotary
charities. In the past we have usually had fine weather, let’s hope so for
this year.
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The Page 4 girl

“When I'm on £
the court.”
says Sharapova,
“it doesn’t
feel like work”

-

NO CONTEST
The 2008 Olympic
hopeful is known
for both her athletic
and her style
prowess, and now
her philanthropy.
Chanel gold-tweed-
banded dress;
Neiman Marcus.
~- Giuseppe Zanotti

Not long until Wimbledon...

The Roger and Arthur King
Memorial Run 2025

CHRIS SAWYER

Sunday May 11" saw the above run start from the Shefford
Memorial Hall, the meeting place of the Bedford Section of the
VMCC. This event is one of the two main run events for the Bedford
Section and is always enjoyable and well attended. Entrants ride
veteran, vintage and girder fork machines. Some later classic bikes
also take part.

At the start

This year there were 30 entrants ranging in age from a 1912 Triumph
Roadster to a 1958 Norman B3. The most popular make seems to be
Avriel, with the remainder being equally spread. There were a number of
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entrants from other sections. The was as usual only one Cotton!

Two routes were provided, a 30 mile one and a 60 mile one. Although I
would normally have done the generally faster-paced 60-mile route, a
last-minute problem with my rear wheel bearing found during my
Friday check-over, led me to the cautious option of the shorter route, |
had no further problems.

A half way stop at the Crown pub at Willington gave us the chance to
gather in the sunshine to discuss the bikes and events of the run.

The event organisers were the relatives of Roger and Arthur King who
were both strong supporters of the section and great Scott enthusiasts.
As part of our very reasonable £15 entry fee, we had tea and biscuits at
the start and at the Crown along with a very full ploughman’s lunch at
the finish. The cost also included the full printed programme and our
run numbers.

The halfway stop

This most enjoyable run and the great value of the entry fee did give
cause to reflect on what we all get from the VMCC sections, certainly
the ones that | attend. A full year of entertaining talks, quizzes and
auctions as well as other events, mid-week and other runs, The Bedford
section and the nearby Northampton Section have both developed and
maintained regular newsletters as well. | believe other sections have
done the same. Consider what we get, all from voluntary comittees and
other section helpers. In addition, we have thriving national events like
Founders Day and the Manx Rally now all run by VMCC sections.

A word from the President

I am sending this note to all Section officers following a recurrence of
an unfortunate incident on a Section run.

On a section organised run, both last season and again at the start of this
season, we have had an incident where a rider turning right was struck
from behind by another rider taking part in the event. In both cases
riders received injuries and machines were damaged.
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Could I therefore urge you all to remind riders, when following others,
to allow sufficient space to be able to stop safely in the event of a rider
ahead of them pulling up unexpectedly.

I would ask you all to endeavour to have a Riding Safety themed
evening during the coming winter's Section meetings.

Meanwhile, the Board will review its processes for incident
reporting, studying incidents and sharing any learnings with Sections -
and we will also consider establishing a near miss report scheme for
Section events.

Thank you all. Ride Safely
Neil Lewis, President of the Vintage Motor Cycle Club

Two-stroke Triumphs — Part 2

BRYAN MARSH

GLORIA 98CC AND 147CC

DEPENDABLE e

§ GLORIA 98 cc. LIGHTWEIGHT

At the same time as the Models X and Z, Triumph produced two very
basic Villiers-engined machines, the 98cc model in 1932 and joined by
an improved “Snowdon” version with a 147cc engine in 1933, but under
the Gloria name possibly because they were too embarrassed to own up
to them, especially as the 98cc engine was said to have been developed
originally for an Atco lawnmower. You might recognise the name
Gloria from the Triumph cars produced from, 1933 to 1938; Triumph
also used the name for their sidecars as early as 1922.

The 98cc machine was the smallest Triumph had ever produced and was
to remain so for the next thirty years. Marketed largely as an alternative
to the pedal cycle, it featured the 3-port Villiers Midget engine coupled
to a two-speed Albion gearbox and housed in a very flimsy-looking
weldless diamond frame but which the sales brochure described as
exceptionally strong. Virtually the whole bike was enamelled black,
including the frame, mudguards, handlebars, rims, hubs and spokes. The
1% gallon petrol tank was also in black enamel but with side panels lined
in red and gold. The few bright parts were chromium plated and Villiers
electric lighting was included as standard.
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Although no weight was quoted, it was clearly light enough for two
young ladies to carry it away if you left it unattended.

The 1933 147cc Lightweight was distinctly different from the 98cc and
was fitted with the Villiers 8C engine produced from 1924 to 1947.

Fitted with a two-speed Albion gearbox as standard, a three-speed
version was available at extra cost. [repeat slide] The slightly larger 1%
gallon petrol tank was of a more attractive shape with side panels in a
contracting colour. Handlebars were chromium-plated, and a tubular
rack and detachable legshields were included as standard. In 1933 it cost
£21 for the 2-speed compared to £16 16s for the 98cc Lightweight.

The late Peter Cornelius, expert on Triumph motorcycles of this era,
wrote that he was aware of only a single surviving Triumph Gloria
machine — so if you find one, let me know.

MODEL XV/1

Since late 1932 the Triumph range had included a four-stroke
“Snowdon”, under 150cc machine known as the XO (O for Overhead)
to provide superior performance to the rather under-powered two-
strokes. Triumph’s final pre-war two-stroke offering was another ultra-
lightweight Snowdon machine, fitted with a Villiers engine but slotted
into the XO5/1 in place of the 4-stroke engine, and this time marketed
as part of the main Triumph range.
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MODEL XV/I 150cc. 2S5TK.

CARBURETTER
IGNITION
GEARBOX
FRAME
ccccc
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The frame was still the same as used on the Models X, Z and 4-stroke
XO, bent up from two lengths of steel with brazed-on pressings and a
head stock made from four steel pressings. The 3-speed gearbox was the
same as the XO but without the option of a 4-speed.

The Models X and Z (and later, Models XO and XV 1) frame was bent up from
two lengths of steel tube jomed with brazed on pressings, and the head lug was
built up of four steel pressings.

The engine was originally intended to be the new single-port Villiers
15C but it wasn’t ready in time for the launch of the XV/1 so the twin-
port 12C was used instead. This was unfortunate for Triumph as it meant
the cost of a second exhaust system, unnecessary on an essentially
utilitarian ride-to-work machine.

The cheaper two-stroke engine meant the XV/1 could be sold at £4 5s
less than the XO overhead four-stroke model but this was more than had
a single exhaust been possible and possibly contributed to poor sales
and its withdrawal from the range at the end of its first season.

Very rare these days but a non-runner was sold by Bonhams last year
for £3220. | was going to bid but the engine was seized.

TIGRESS PROTOTYPE ENGINE
Produced in 1957, this 200cc 2-stroke twin engine never went into
production much to the lament of later magazine articles and visitors to
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Sammy Miller’s Museum where it resides. Seeing it well-presented in a
contemporary Triumph Tiger Cub motorcycle frame and cycle parts
provokes a “what could have been” reaction with comparisons drawn
with the Ariel two-stroke twins and later Japanese offerings.

It was only put in a motorcycle frame originally for the purposes of
testing. It was intended for the Tigress scooter under development, but
Edward Turner was unimpressed, so the project was scrapped. The
Sammy Miller recreation does, however, look very attractive and the
present-day reactions are understandable.

PRIVATE

Did semi-legendary motorcycle journalist Alan Cathcart have his rose-
coloured goggles on when he road-tested it in 2017 and declared it to be
“one of the great overlooked opportunities of British motorcycle
development in the days when British industry led the world — only to
lose this supremacy a decade later to the Japanese, who went on to
produce millions of motorcycles just this one”. Who knows if he was
right. It wasn’t the first two-stroke twin — the Excelsior Talisman had
been around for a few years and the Villiers 2T was about to be released.
Both good engines in their own right and successful but they didn’t
exactly set the world on fire and prevent the Japanese invasion. Perhaps
the extra power, the Triumph name and the good looks of the prototype
engine might have made the difference if it had been put in a motorcycle
frame instead of a scooter. One thing is for sure — we’ll never know.

The engine was an air-cooled parallel-twin with reed-valve induction
directly into the crankcase via a single Amal Monobloc carburettor, and
a one-up/one-down 180° crankshaft. It had both cylinders cast together
in one piece, as was the cylinder head, and there was a belt primary drive
with the pulleys running on needle rollers, which replaced the chain
primary used on all Triumphs to date, apparently in the interests of noise
reduction — necessary for scooter use. Supposedly, much of the design
was copied from the Evinrude Chore Horse, a rugged and very popular
American motor that originated in 1935 to power washing machines,
generators, pumps and lawnmowers. The Chore Horse was built under
licence in many places during and after WW2, including by BSA in
Britain.
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Supposedly, another reason for the engine’s creation was that Turner
was considering teaming up with Bill Johnson (no relation), CEO of
Johnson Motors in Los Angeles, Triumph’s West Coast American
importers since 1944, to enter the fast-growing American personal
watersports market. The thought that it might form the basis of a new
range of lightweight motorcycles, perhaps replacing the Tiger Cub,
strangely doesn’t seem to have been a key priority.

The prototype engine needed a cover for the Lucas alternator, so
development fitter Dennis ‘The Menace’ Austin was sent off to the
kitchen section of Leeke’s department store in Coventry clutching a
Lucas RM13 stator, with orders not to return until he had found
something suitable to cover it with. He returned to Meriden some time
later with a saucepan which was apparently an exact fit for the stator,
and after the top and handle were removed, and two Tiger Cub engine
mounting lugs welded on, the bottom was cut out and the cover thus
fabricated.

The prototype 200cc two-stroke engine was then apparently run for
some time in a water tank, where it was tested for power output. Initially
it ran well, but as the test hours built up, performance fell away.
Different reed valves, exhausts and inlet tract lengths were all tried, but
to no avail — until it was eventually discovered that the cylinder liners
had been slowly rotating until the inlet and exhaust ports were almost
completely shrouded! The liners were pegged in place to resolve this,
and testing resumed. But power output was disappointing. The engine
was bolted into a modified Tiger Cub frame loop with a four-speed Cub
gearbox and dry six-plate clutch, initially via a conventional chain
primary drive, with the belt primary drive held in readiness for
comparison testing. In this guise, with a chain primary, power improved
quite dramatically, but with the primary transmission converted to belt
drive, it was then found that this was using up as much as one-third of
the engine’s entire output! So the chain primary was then reinstalled,
but by then Turner had apparently lost interest in the project, and a short
while later he decreed that it be scrapped, with the engine and its
vestigial frame being laid to rest out of his sight in the factory cellar.

TIGRESS SCOOTER

Edward Turner had stated back in 1955 that he believed the sale of
scooters would grow to equal that of motorcycles — and he wasn’t
wrong: by 1957 scooter sales exceeded those of motorcycles by a third.
He scrapped the BSA Dandy and stillborn Beeza scooters in favour of
his own designs. [slide]

Turner’s new scooters were released at the 1958 Earls Court show as
the Triumph Tigress and BSA Sunbeam in the face of fierce competition
from the already well-established Vespas and Lambrettas.

They were available in three forms — a 250cc 4-stroke twin, with or
without electric start, and a 175cc (actually 172cc) 2-stroke single. The
good-looking Triumph and BSA machines were identical apart from the
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badges and colour schemes — initially Polychromatic Sunbeam Green
for the BSA and Polychromatic Blue (later Shell Blue) for the Triumph.

The 175cc 2-stroke engine shared dimensions with the BSA Bantam but
only a few parts were actually the same such as the piston, conrod and
big end. The gearbox was based on the Tiger Cub with four gears and a
positive stop mechanism operated by a foot pedal. A second pedal by
the rider’s right heel selected neutral from the second gear position. A
third pedal operated the kickstart, but forwards. The left-hand pedal was
for the rear brake.

The scooter frame with its curious, bolted, headstock
assembly

The Tigress betrayed its creator’s motorcycle background with a tubular
frame and chain drive compared to the Vespa’s spot-welded chassis-less
structure with direct drive to the rear wheel. The side-panels were bolted
up steel pressings and were not quickly-detachable. Unfortunately, there
was no built-in storage space, ignition key or seat lock and the cover
over the battery on the legshields was difficult to remove.

The forks, connected to a curious, bolted up headstock assembly, were
one-sided but with two tubes — one containing the spring and the other
the hydraulic damper — fitting in to a single alloy casting at the bottom.
The 10-inch car-type steel wheels, complete with hubcaps, were
interchangeable. A range of accessories was available including a
windscreen, spare wheel and carrier but the hook for a shopping bag
inside the front apron was fitted as standard.

It was launched at Grosvenor House in London in front of an invited
audience including celebrities such as Harry Secombe and Stirling
Moss. The first press road test didn’t appear until some three year later.
Motor Cycling noted that owners were encouraged only to do minor
servicing — probably because the only access was through two small side
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panels without dismantling the bodywork which meant undoing ten
bolts and removal of the carrier and spare wheel, if fitted. They found it
cruised happily at 45-50mph, returning over 90mpg of premix, but was
good for a heady 55mph. They were critical of motorcycle-derived
features such as the fuel tap and choke lever compared to Italian scooters
which had neither to fiddle with. Also, being a Triumph, the clutch
plates tended to stick so the first time it was put into gear each day was
rather abrupt.

The Tigress remained in the Triumph range largely unchanged, except
for the addition of two-tone colour schemes, until it was dropped in
1965. The BSA groups plan for 50,000 units a year was never realised
because of their late entry into the scooter field but by June 1960 they
had increased production to 400 a week — 20,000 a year. [slide] York
Police had a couple.

Back in 1958 Edward Turner had predicted that they would have an
automatic scooter ready within the next five years, filing a patent in
1959. That turned out to be the Tina, first released in 1962. [see Part 3
in the next issue]

Auction Watch

KERRY DELLAR

In April we had the massive Spring Stafford Sale. Real quality bikes
many from collections and bereavement ones. Over 300 bikes. A recent
headline on YouTube said it had been a disaster, prices were expected
to show the continuing fall in prices, but most were even lower than
expected. All Prices are including premium. A few examples: first from
the Dale Winfield collection - in general very nice bikes.

1959 Square 4 £8050.

1955 Avriel 350 Red Hunter £2070.

A nice Green BSA C10 £1610.

1953 Norton International Model 30 490cc £7475, about half what this
may have got a few years back.
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However, a 1961 Racing Bantam fetched £3220.

Goldie DBD34 £8050, I sold mine for £16000 a few years ago, glad |
did.

Vincent C Rapide £26450. and a Comet at £8050 which makes a change
from £16000 dealer prices.

1960 Venom £5520 seemed a good buy.

One for Bryan, perhaps, a 1939 350cc Triumph tiger 80 £4830. [already
got one, thanks]

The last British bike | am mentioning from this collection - a 1937 Scott
flying Squirrel combination in red and black £13800

Italian bikes of his collection did better especially the MV Agusta 750S
America £29900.

An ex Carl Fogarty 1989 Isle of Man winner Honda VFR750R RC30
£43700.
1997 Honda CB50 £4600.

Next lots not from collections many unusually with no reserve, maybe
a sign of the times:

Triumph 1981 744cc T140 Royal limited edition £7130.

Another Venom 57 but a bit scruffy £3450.

Pretty Yamaha 72cc TY80 £1150 (Bargain)

i
80
g

1957 693cc Super Meteor £2875 a bargain again for an underrated bike.
How about a 1951 new Hudson Autocycle £1380.
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Now a few from another collection, Andy Chapman’s.

1974 Kawasaki 748cc H2 £12650.

Yet another Mike Hailwood Replica 1980 Ducati 864cc £8625, | sold
mine for £15000 about 6 years ago!

Other notable odds and ends from the sale...

1951 Vespa 125cc Faro Basso £9200. This seems cheap.

1954 Triumph 6T £3220.

1997 Suzuki TL1000S £1955.

Brough SS100 Pendine Racing one £109250. However another SS100
that got second place in the 1927 Ulster Grand Prix got £276000.

How about a 1931 SS80 like Bryan's? this one got £48300. [cheap!]

Older stuff:

1914 Triumph 499cc Roadster £6900.

1914 Douglass 348cc £5750.

An unusual scooter - 1919 Skootamota £3883.

How about a Bantam?
1966 £1092 or a 1969 £977.

Next our own Local Shuttleworth auction May 4th.

Here price drops were not as bad as Stafford, but the quality was poor
compared with the previous ones here.

First mention must go to the Black Shadow which generated lots of
interest, and disappointment too, as it was annoyingly apparently sold
minutes before the start of the auction to a mystery buyer. One person |
spoke to, who was from Ireland, was none too happy.

Although prices on Brit bikes were still down, small Italian seemed to
do well and were nice examples:

1946 247cc Moto Guzzi Astorino got £4140.

MV Agustal25 Turisimo £3450.

A very original BMW R45 £1725.

2005 Royal Enfield Bullet Electra 500cc only £1092, this was a ride
home bike and only 9500 miles, very good buy.

Big Jap superbikes:
2009 one owner Kawasaki ZZ-R1400 ABS £5520.
1984 Kawasaki GPZ750 in original condition £3450.
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A very pretty Blue 1955 RE 350 Bullet £2185.

PR W S P L 2!

Small stuff from the past:

1924 Sun 250cc Villiers £2185.

Even older 1913 Levis Popular 221cc £2990.

1951 Moped Bianci Super £1495 a nice looking moped compared to
most and delightful colours Red, Black and Chrome.

Scooters,

Presented in Light Olive Khaki, 1951 Innocenti Lambretta LC125
125cc £3680.

1960 Vespa 150GS got £4140.

Something different and desirable - Silk 700s 660cc £8050.

And the one that bidders must have got carried away on was a 1974
Yamaha FS1E £10120, the buyer of this could have bought 3 Honda
Monkey bikes.

1974 Honda Z50J Monkey Bike 49cc £2415.
1982 Honda Z50J Monkey Bike 49cc £2070.

Next Shuttleworth is in July. Let’s hope they have more and better bikes
like previous. [Also H&H in July at the National Motorcycle Museum]
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June Midweek Run Report

DON MCKEAND

It’s a record! But not in a good way. The midweek run on 19" June
encountered no less than FIVE road closures! It could have been six
except that the only one encountered while testing the route the week
before had been removed. None of them were there during the route
checking ride I did the previous week, and one of them had been put in
place since | had ridden along one road to get to the start at Shefford
that morning. Only three of them affected the route but the four-way
traffic lights in the centre of Woburn was yet another obstacle.

ROAD

CLOSED

Despite these attempts by local councils to keep us off the roads, twelve
riders ventured out of the shade by the Memorial Hall to ride up to Hatch
where we joined the Greensand Ridge cycle route, which was the basis
of the route. All was well until the first road closure near Haynes where
we were denied access to Great Lane into Clophill so had to back-track
to the A507 at Shefford and head towards Clophill that way. The first
attempt to get back onto the planned route was foiled by the next road
closure at the turning by Beadlow, so it was not until we had crossed the
A6 at Clophill roundabout that we were able to get off the A507 and
meander through Water End and into Ampthill. The next road closure
was in Ampthill, but | heaved a sigh of relief as our turning was just
before the dreaded red sign barred the way. It was then easy to get to the
coffee stop at the Rufus Centre in Flitwick where we could get some
welcome refreshment in the shade.

Only four determined/ foolhardy riders pressed on through byways and
Woburn Deer Park to the delights of the temporary traffic lights in
Woburn village. After crossing the A5 we turned off past Rushmere
Country Park to Great Brickhill, Three Locks, Soulbury and Wing. A
tiny lane led us down to Ledburn and the anticipated road closure which
turned out to have been removed. Our relief did not last long as the road
for our next turning was closed. Back we went to the previous junction
and a lengthy detour allowed us to re-join the route at Slapton where we
avoided yet another closed road, then Great Billington and the café at

BEDS VMCC

NEWS

Nobby’s Farm Shop. The extra distance caused by the road closures
added ten miles to the planned mileage, but thankfully they were still
serving food when we arrived.

Artificial Intelligence or what?

WILL CURRY

Sometimes as the mood takes me, | will wander amongst the offerings
on EBay. Some vendors seem able to produce a clear and concise
description of the goods whilst some obviously struggle.

It's some of these, despairing of their abilities, turn to that modern friend
at hand: Atrtificial intelligence.

There may indeed be offerings from Al so lifelike as to be
indistinguishable from a real description but there are some which
scream 'Artificial'. My intention is to produce a series of these over the
next few issues of the Newsletter.

So, here is the first:

"This classic motorcycle from Ariel is a true gem for any bike
enthusiast. With a beautiful admiralty grey and oriental blue colour
scheme, this bike is sure to turn heads. Its four-speed manual
transmission and chain drive type provide a thrilling riding experience,
while the 250cc engine size and petrol fuel ensure a smooth and efficient
ride. This leader type bike has a kick start and comes with a V5
registration document, making it a great choice for anyone looking for
a reliable and stylish motorcycle. Its mileage of 4266 adds to its charm
and makes it a unique addition to any collection. Don't miss out on the
opportunity to own this stunning piece of motorcycle history."

FIZZIE TIGER! — By ‘Brent’

REVIEW BY CHRIS SAWYER
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Amateur books are quite a thing these days. The mechanics of writing
them and producing them is so much easier with modern IT. In fact, you
don’t even have to write it with Al, but we won’t go there!

Let’s say first, these are largely books written for the pleasure of the
writer and hopefully the reader too. This is not the way to earn a living
in fact quite a lot of amateur books donate any proceeds to charity.

Broadly these books come into a few distinct categories: Firstly, those
about a subject that the author is very knowledgeable on, just for
example, the ins and outs of a particular old motorbike. The author as
expert in this field, can write it without constant reference checking and
it will be of great interest to a very limited readership. Another type is
the autobiography. Here by definition, the author is the world’s greatest
expert. Again, without much checking, this can just be written ‘off the
top of your head’. Providing the author has had a varied and interesting
life, and they are a reasonably good writer, these books can be
interesting to read particularly if the author’s interests have been similar
to those of the reader. Finally, you have the out and out technical
reference work. This requires much ‘referencing’ and research and will
be somewhat of a labour of love. Hopefully, this will become an oft used
reference work but for a limited readership.

However, that’s not to say that professionally written books, produced
to sell in numbers, are quite as wonderful as the exquisite photographs
and skilful writing might suggest. A lot of the ‘coffee-table’ type of
motorbike books (Famous British bikes of the whenever period etc).
These are the stuff of well-intentioned presents from your family. They
can be picked up, practically unread at any second-hand bookshop or
club auction.

I’ve reviewed a few of some of the above kind of books for club
magazines. There is one category that is much rarer in our semi-
technical world and that is fiction. Fiction writing requires much more
than simply being able to write and research. It requires a degree of
imagination not possessed by most people. Being able to write good
fiction is a very rare talent. There is a lot of truly awful fiction written
by misguided amateurs. If you enjoy writing it, that’s good, but trying
to publish it can be a mistake.

There is another category and that’s the semi-autobiographical type,
based on events of a time period that you know or remember well but
with largely fictional characters. The plot can be changed to reflect how
the author would have liked it to be, more or less exciting and maybe
leaving out the very embarrassing bits. Brent’s book comes into that
category.

I mentioned above, the club auction and it was at the local VMCC
(Beds) Christmas auction that | Discovered Brent’s book. Brent was in
fact acting as principle auctioneer (with his able assistant Bryan) at this
very enjoyable event, when he produced, as if from the folds of his
robes, a slim volume stating: ‘available on e-bay for ten quid, am | bid
five pounds. Six, seven, sold for eight pounds’. Bang, it was gone. Well
not quite. | managed to quiz Brent about this book which bore his name.
The title sounded interesting and the print reassuringly large. Rather
surprisingly it seemed to be fiction. For ten pounds on e-bay | thought
it worth a go. It might be worth a review.

The small print in the front states that it is based on the author’s
experiences, any resemblances etc....... So, what’s it about?

Well, the story is based on the reminiscences of a fictional 65 -year old
man looking back on his teenage years. Specifically, those years at the
end of school, just before work and the steep learning curve just before
you get really old and know everything at 20! More particularly at 16
you get to legally ride a motorbike. Brent uses a not uncommon
narrative of dropping back and forth between the two time periods. This
is not an easy thing to pull off and some professional attempts in books
and films do not do it well. In this case it is done well and so the story
works without the distraction of clunky changes.
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The lead character is Sebastian (Seb). As a 65-year old, he is living alone
with a seemingly dissolute and unhappy life. Why is he alone, we don’t
know? Anyway, he starts to hanker, maybe with rose-coloured glasses,
for his golden teenage years in the 1970’s. He recalls as we all do, the
heady mixture of parent and school problems and what the work future
holds. He thinks about the music, the fashion, the girls, of course, but
most of all he remembers the desperate longing for a motorbike and the
freedom that goes with it. Being the 70’s this is that particular breed, the
sports moped, typified by the ubiquitous Yamaha FS1E, the Fizzie. Big
problem, lack of money. Even Seb’s Saturday job in the butcher’s shop
will only get him on the bottom of the ladder. | remember that well.
Seb’s aspirational bike of choice is the Garelli Tiger Cross.

Here we introduce Seb’s best mate, Todger (great name). Todger
already has a bike, a Fizzie. In those days you either got whatever you
could save up for (with a free course in motorcycle mechanics) or if
your Dad will sign for the HP, brand new. Todger’s Fizzie was new and
that made it worse for Seb.

The book introduces a selection of characters to fill out the story of
Seb’s progress, you will probably recognise them, straight out of Central
Casting as they say. The parents, sympathetic and weak Dad and
ferociously strict Mum. The equally unsympathetic teachers at school.
The gorgeous aspirational girlfriend who as always, seems permanently
attached to the psychopathic school bully who is intent on making Seb’s
life amisery. An so it goes. Brent draws these characters well and equips
us to enter Seb’s world.

Seb’s story runs its course and I’ll say no more as the way Brent writes
it you never quite know what will happen next, will it work out well or
fail miserably and maybe tragically. Why does older Seb live alone?
This makes the book quite un-putdown-able. And | have to say | really
enjoyed it. It’s a long time since I’ve read any work of fiction and even
longer since I’ve read one quite so quickly.

So yes, | can recommend this book. Most of us will remember our early
years and some, if not all, of the things he does and wants. The 50’s, the
60’s (my era) or the 70’s, its all the same, only the bikes have changed
(maybe the girl’s names)

What | would say and this is no criticism from my point of view, is that
Seb, in particular uses the forms of expression typical of his age, time
and social class so the language can be a bit ‘industrial’, Similarly the
fumbling sex scenes are briefly but graphically described so if you are
of a delicate sensibility perhaps this might not be for you. Not a present
for maiden aunts or vicar’s wives. Otherwise a cracking read.

Buy from e-bay under the title: FIZZY TIGER! Or eBay item
number:335726358340 at £9.95
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29 June
10 July
17 July
27 July
14 Aug
21 Aug
24 Aug
31 Aug
11 Sept
18 Sept
21 Sept
28 Sept
02 Oct

09 Oct

16 Oct

26 Oct

06 Nov
13 Nov
20 Nov
30 Nov
04 Dec
11 Dec
18 Dec
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2025

Breakfast Meet — Jordans Mill, Broom

Club Night — Car Park Concours

Mid-Week Run — from STMA, Shefford

Albert Brown Run - The Crown, Little Staughton (pre-entry)
Noggin and a Natter

Mid-Week Run — from STMA, Shefford

Breakfast Meet and Summer Saunter — Shuttleworth
Breakfast Meet — Jordans Mill, Broom

Club Night — Brent, My Motorcycling Life
Mid-Week Run — from STMA, Shefford

Sand and Motorcycles

Breakfast Meet and Autumn Run — Shuttleworth
Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - TBA

Mid-Week Lunch — Cross Keys, Pulloxhill
Breakfast Meet — Danish Camp, Willington

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — AGM and Slide Show

Mid-Week Lunch — Nuyard Garden Centre, Westoning
Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — Auction and Christmas grub
Christmas Lunch — Toby Carvery, Goldington
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