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STILL KEEPING YOU INFORMED

[picture by Don]

All systems go for the July Midweek Run
— no It’s not going to rain...
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EDITORIAL

I hope I can be excused the longer gap between newsletters during the
good weather months. | find it difficult to persuade myself to go sit in
front of a computer for several hours when there are bikes needing
exercising. Anyway, here we are, over halfway through the year and
approaching the time the committee need to start thinking about a
programme of events for next year. Some of those are a “given” along
the lines of “if it ain’t broke...”, so there will be the usual programme
of runs, quiz night, shiny bike night, etc. But that still leaves us with
five, I think, evenings to fill with speakers or other entertainment. It
would really help us if you have any ideas — someone you might know
or have seen at another section or, even better, if you have something
that might interest our members. You don’t have to be a polished public
speaker and we can help put together a slide show if you’re not a
PowerPoint player. Go on, why not give it a go? One offer has come
down from HQ is that Bonhams can provide a speaker — | think we may
well be taking them up on that.

Many thanks to the contributors to this issue: Chris, Don, Kerry, Martin,
Nick & Will. Please submit your contributions to me on:

bryan.marsh@btinternet.com and please, if possible, use Word with any
photographs separate, not embedded in the text, to make it easier for me.

Don’t worry about grammar or spelling.

Bryan

Beds Section News
Event Reports

CAR PARK CONCOURS (SHINY BIKE NIGHT)

Sadly, not the big event of a few years back when we could get over 100
bikes but it’s still a really good evening with lots of interesting machines
showing up.
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JULY MIDWEEK RUN

Don writes:

In the middle of a heatwave ten of us managed to find the day which
started overcast, turned to drizzle and then rain. However, by the coffee
stop at the Green Man, Great Offley, the rain had stopped. When we
moved off the roads were already drying, and the run was completed at
Jordans Mill just as a few spots of rain began to fall. By the time we
were inside and tucking into lunch it turned into a downpour, but we
were dry inside. This masterpiece of timing continued as we emerged
and (speaking for myself) managed to zig-zag in between massive black
clouds all the way home. There was also good luck in that the only Road
Closed sign we saw did not apply to our route. By mixing metaphors,
the only cloud on the horizon was the rainbow patch of oil under my
bike at the coffee stop. Unlike my Enfields, Hondas don’t leak oil so
this was a worry, but as there was no oiliness anywhere on the bike and
there was a good level showing on the dipstick, we carried on and can
only conclude that this patch was somebody else’s doing which was
activated by the rain.
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THE ALBERT BROWN RUN

Report by Will:

This year's run started the furthest north I can remember. Not quite
snow-capped mountains and fjords ending in glaciers but still quite a
run just to get to the start. When I entered, | said to Brent I'd need the
long-range petrol tank, and I'd go further to and from the run than |
would go on the run itself. Here | was wrong by about 10 miles, but |
still went 134 miles according to my speedo.

| did rather worry about the accuracy of my speedo. At the midway stop
it was only two-tenths of a mile adrift from Brent's mileages and
similarly at the end of the run. This is most unusual, even when I've
created the route myself.

Apart from its distance from my door, there was another challenge to
getting to the start. According to Google Streetview the Crown is set
well back from the road and isn't that far from the junction. Furthermore,
its entrance looks remarkably like the entrances to the row of houses
that precede it — a gate in the hedge. | didn't overrun the entrance, quite,
but I did see a few others ride by and then return. The car park was also
challenging, not only did it slope down towards the pub but was also
uneven. My bike was not happy on its centre stand but, as well as a
decent sized petrol tank, it has a prop stand which can be operated from
the saddle.

At the start

As far as | remember, the entry was all post-war and was quite a mix of
contrasts. Size-wise the smaller end was represented by a diminutive
Garelli and the larger by a burly Norton Commando. | parked my Ariel
twin alongside a Yamaha two-stroke twin. Ariel also went down the
two-stroke route and ultimately disappeared while Yamaha changed
course to four-strokes and are still going - quite a change for a one-time
maker of musical instruments and the origin of the tuning-fork badge.
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Back at the finish 1 managed the fish and chips but only just but had to
pass on the sweet or I'd never have been able to get the Ariel started, let
alone get on the saddle.

Twins modern and even more modern

Two more contrasts were Don's road-going Royal Enfield single,
complete with fairing, and another Royal Enfield in stripped-down off-

road trim. An unusual visitor was the Vincent Comet which parked by The scene at the finish
a Honda XBR. Almost 40 years on, the XBR was Honda's nod to the ) o . )
Comet's heritage. During the course of the day's riding | felt as if the clutch action was

getting heavier and heavier. I'd already re-routed the clutch cable shortly
after first getting the bike, and that had improved a really un-Ariel-like
heavy clutch, but now it seemed to be going back to the way it was. |
knew it didn't need lubricating as it had recently been treated with the
hydraulic cable oiler. When | got home, and my hand had recovered
somewhat, | bit the bullet and took the cable off completely. Not only
was the adjuster at the gearbox end wrong, it had also started to fray the
inner cable. There's nothing like a few stray strands of cable to stiffen
up the clutch action. There is now a nice new nylon-lined cable with the
correct adjuster in place. The difference is wonderful to behold.

Comet and XBR at the start The frayed clutch cable and wrong adjuster

The midway stop was at the Stibbington Diner which is not far from Some more pictures:
Wansford Station on the Nene Valley Railway. I didn't go into the diner
but wandered around the car park admiring the modern bikes and
wondering how far some of them had travelled. A most unusual sight
was that of a Hesketh on the move, a rare bird indeed and only the third
I remember seeing in action, ever.

ol

W

Ariel corner at the Stibbington Diner
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We have a large table booked from 9.15am so, even if you don’t want
to do the run, please come along for breakfast — everything from Eggs
Benedict to a Full English. The run will finish at Shuttleworth.

BREAKFAST MEET-JORDANS MILL, BROOM, SUN

315T AUGUST, 10AM (OPENS AT 9AM)

We’re really spoiling you this month, with two breakfast meets.
Hopefully, you can make both, even if it means increasing the preload
on the rear suspension (should your bike have that luxury).

Other events of possible interest

=

VICTORY oVER JAPAN
BOTH ANNIVERSARY

Entertainment Food & Fun

2pm - Live singer - | Fish & Chips and Ice Cream '
| 3pm - 1940's knees up! | Cupcake stall
‘ 4pm - Dancing to Prizes for best dressed

Sswing & Big Band music ‘| 1940s outfits encouraged

Displays & Stalls

Classic vehicles, motorbikes,
steam engines.
Shefford Model Trains
Local history group
WW2 Memories film
Royal British Legion

Although it doesn’t say so, I’ve been told this is primarily a Vintage
Japanese Motorcycle Club event though I can’t imagine why — they
lost!

Upcoming Events The Page 5 girl

CLUB NIGHT = NOGGIN & NATTER, STMA, THURS,
14™ AUGUST, 7.30 FOR 8.00PM

No formal entertainment in August because it’s impossible to drag
people inside on a fine evening.

MIDWEEK RUN - STMA, THURS 21°T AUGUST,

10.15AM FOR 10.30PM

Usual drill — don’t forget your route holder and your specs if you don’t
want to have rely on the person in front knowing where they’re going.

BREAKFAST MEET AND SUMMER SAUNTER - SUN
24™ AUG, TRAVELLER’S REST PUB, TRING ROAD,
EDDLESBOROUGH, BREAKFAST FROM 9.15AM,

10.30AM DEPARTURE

Please note the new start location. This run is being organised by Nick
Kotarski and | forgot to mention to him that the start had previously
been publicised in previous newsletters and in the Journal Section Notes
as Shuttleworth. He had hoped to start from the excellent London
Gliding Club but the date clashes with another event there so we
couldn’t fit in. Undeterred, Nick has moved the start a little farther down
the Tring Road to the Traveller’s Rest pub.
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Artificial Intelligence or what?

WILL CURRY

Two Al takes on the Ariel Leader, both from e-bay postings.

"Experience the thrill of the open road on the Ariel Leader 1961, a
classic ride that embodies the spirit of adventure. With its robust 2-
stroke engine, this motorcycle offers an authentic Kick-starting
sensation, perfect for enthusiasts who relish the manual transmission
experience. The sleek black colour adds a touch of timeless elegance to
its retro design, making it a standout piece on any classic bike collection.
Crafted by the renowned manufacturer Ariel, the Leader model has a
storied past with only five previous owners, ensuring a history of careful
handling. Its distinctive silhouette and the promise of a rich heritage
make it an ideal choice for collectors and aficionados who appreciate
the blend of performance and style that is uniquely Ariel. Only bad bit
is speed has stopped working."

"Discover the essence of control and precision with our Aeriel Leader,
a top-tier accessory for aviation enthusiasts and professionals alike.
Engineered for compatibility with a wide range of aircraft, this product
promises a seamless integration, enhancing your flying experience. Our
Aeriel Leader is designed with the user in mind, offering intuitive
functionality and robust construction to withstand the demands of both
leisure and commercial flights. It's an investment in your aviation
pursuits that prioritises safety, efficiency, and performance."

The poster of the first had presumably read it as they felt the need to add
the last sentence. I'm not so sure about the second . . .

Gordon’s Graziella
CHRIS SAWYER

The 10 July was the 2025 Car Park Concours of the Bedford VMCC
Section at the Memorial Hall, Shefford. A wide selection of machines
was brought along, some immaculate, some specials, some every day
bikes, but all interesting from one perspective or another. One little bike
that caused quite a stir when its owner, Gordon Hallett rode it in, was
his Graziella.

Gordon with the Finished Graziella at Kempton Park.

Probably only obscure Italian bike enthusiasts (like Gordon) would even
have heard of this model. | only knew of the Graziella from seeing one
on an lItalian bike display at Port Erin Station on the IOM a few years
ago. I had not long had my Corgi and was astonished to see what was in
effect, an updated, Italian-styled little bike which clearly shared the
Corgi/Welbike concept. The same small wheels, folding handlebars and
seat but now with suspension, pedals and a flamboyant Italian red and
white paint job.

I mentioned Gordon’s liking for all Italian bikes, and he’s had most of
the known makes, but in recent years he’s taken to the smaller and more
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obscure makes and models. His ‘modus operandi’ is to hunt down a
suitable candidate, get it running (inevitably they’ve been long
neglected) and pitch straight in and ride it about during late
summer/autumn, whilst identifying faults and doing the research.

All this is in preparation for the big winter restoration. He does almost
all of the various restoration/rebuild tasks himself and as the winter
progresses, a lovely, as-new, bike appears like a butterfly from its
chrysalis. This time | was in at the very start. Having met up at the
Kempton Park bike Jumble, Gordon announced that he’d bought a
Graziella. When we went to the dealer’s stall, I was expecting a red and
white specimen like the one I’d seen before, but no. This one was a
faded, but still startling, shade of lime green and white. Surely, you’ll
do it in red? No chance, anyone can have red Italian bike, this one stays
in its original green.

And so the transformation process was repeated. Where on earth would
he find replacement body parts and other rare missing bits for something
so unusual? Well of course he did and as | visited his house the bike was
gradually disassembled and re-born as yet another impressive
restoration. The new lime green paint now even more striking.

As it happens, last year was a very big birthday for Gordon and although
us chaps are not big on the birthday card/presents thing, | felt I must do
something. What to get for the man who has everything? I’d recently
taken to teach myself to do basic leatherwork, mainly to make
motorbike tool bags. It was therefore my plan to surreptitiously measure
up the rear carrier of the Graziella and make a little tool bag for it. I did
wonder if it was presumptuous to adorn one of Gordon’s creations with
my own ‘handiwork’.

The ‘Pannier Bags’.

The design followed a pattern I’d evolved for other small bikes of mine,
and it worked out quite well, but what about the colour? I tried leather
dye, but it went a horrible dark green when applied so I turned to leather
paint for the first time. Luck was with me, and | found an exact match
and it came out well. The little tool bag was presented to Gordon on his
birthday along with a home-made card showing him riding the
previously, unrestored Graziella. He seemed so pleased, that he asked
for another bag for the other side! I hadn’t done mass-production before.

As part of Gordon’s revolving process with his restorations, the
Graziella was shown at various shows with his club, the Italian
Motorcycle Owners Club GB. It was at the Stafford Show that the
Graziella was spotted by a journalist from Real Classic who writes under
the by-line of ‘Ollies Oddjobs’. The little bike filled three pages with
many photographs. ‘Ollie’ (Oliver Hulme) made much of the
Graziella’s sub-title of ‘Cheeky Boy’. They do love this kind of thing.
Since then, the Graziella has appeared in Old Bike Mart and, no doubt,
it will attract more attention in the old bike press over the Summer.
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Outside the Stafford Show.

So, what of the Graziella?

For a start what is it? Is it a scooter? Well, it has no flat floor, and a kind
of moped tank between your knees (or ankles). It has pedals which are
used for starting and, in theory for pedal assistance. Not exactly a small
motorbike like a Monkey Bike, not a scooter and closest to a moped but
with tiny wheels. Let’s just say it’s in a class of its own with its distant
ancestor, the Corgi.

Just how short the Graziella is compared to the Corgi at the recent
Meldreth Show

Talking of starting, the 50cc Sachs 502 1A engine is started with the
help of a handlebar lever which cleverly combines a part decompressor
and starter clutch. Start with the pedals and, on firing up, release the
lever and the auto clutch takes you away. If you’re interested there’s a
good video on the engine at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7aTZi0sVFs.

The quoted speed for the Graziella is 16mph which, by my assessment
of a 50cc engine developing 1.1 bhp, is slow so it must be geared right
down. Normally a bike of this weight would manage high 20s on 1.1
bhp. Interestingly, the above video mentions the engine featured as
being the 50 kph (30mph) version, so maybe the Graziella engine is
restricted in some way.

So, what might strike you about the Graziella, apart from the bright
colour scheme? The first thing I noticed was the very short wheelbase.
So short that the spark plug almost touches the front mudguard. Also,
the handlebar headstock is way in front the wheel headstock, the two
being connected by tie-rods or what we in the commercial vehicle world
would call drag links. Sticking with the subject of steering, the
consensus (including the proud owner) seems to be that it’s a bit odd to
say the least. Ollie Oddjob goes as far as calling it a ‘curious little death-
trap’. Not exactly damning with faint praise. It seems that the steering
ratio between handlebars and the road is such that, in effect the wheel
turns more that the handlebars.
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Now there is one thing | know from riding many miles on the Corgi,
which has nice quick and direct steering, is that you must avoid potholes
at all costs. With such small wheels, a pothole could have you in the
scenery. Fortunately, the Corgi can be flicked out and around a road
defect providing you see it in time (you need good lights at night!). So,
what might be called difficult steering is not ideal. There is definitely a
relationship between motorcycle wheelbase and steering action (the
shorter the quicker) which I won’t go into here, but this is super-short.

The Party Piece

| have to say the one other thing that struck me was the tubing for the
rear carrier, why did it need to be so big? Why the four tubes going out
into space and why the rubber feet?

Gordon quickly clarified by retracting the seat, Folding the handlebars
(so much better than the Corgi) and flipping it onto its hind legs like a
begging dog! No other bike can do that (on purpose)!

This trick puts the issue of compact stowage into a whole new light. The
story is that rich super-yacht owners can offload the Graziella and go
for a run around the port and, on return, the bike is stowed vertically in
a suitable corner. It’s a great story and would make a good marketing
piece. However, as Gordon estimates the total sales to be in the
impressive order of 30,000 units, then surely super-yacht owners would
be in a minority. What did all the others do with the bike? The majority
of sales were in Italy (naturally) and Germany (because of the engine).

¥
k.. g | .__.,93 *
The ‘Begging’ Graziella at the VMCC Beds Concours.
Conclusion
To quote Ollie Oddjob’s picture caption in his article about the Stafford

show, The Gaziella was ‘the bike of the show in Ollie’s almost humble
opinion’.

I think it was the star of the car-park concours as well.
Acknowledgements:

Real Classic June 2025

Photos: Oliver Hulme and author (you can tell which is which!)
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The Ironmonger’s score?

WILL CURRY

I've always understood a baker's dozen to be something deliberately
more than asked for. This goes back to 'Olden Days' when punishments
for selling short measure were harsh, so a bit extra could save a lot of
pain.

In this case the word 'score’ meaning twenty comes from the Norse word
with the meaning of both ‘twenty' and 'notch' probably from the practice
of counting large numbers by cutting a notch for each twenty counted.

AUTOMATIC

N‘.mm

Ragd, denigs No. 305242

The little 98cc horizontal cylinder fan-cooled two-stroke engine faced
forward in front of an automatic transmission comprising a vee-belt and
helical gears.

20 at M8 and one in the top right corner at M4 - just to be sure

I bought the pack of 20 M8 nuts from Wickes recently and was intrigued
to spot the extra much smaller nut in the bottom right. Next time | go to
Wickes I'll look at other packets to see if this one is just a one-off or an
example of the modern-day Ironmonger's Score.

Two-stroke Triumphs — Part 3

BRYAN MARSH

TINA SCOOTER

The belt was driven by a variable pulley controlled by a centrifugal
governor which gave it infinite gear ratios. Initially produced in Lilac
the little scooter had a charming look about it with its dual seat and
shapely panels. Controls were simply the twistgrip, front brake lever and
rear brake pedal which could be operated by either foot.

" almost .
drives g

5

Triumph’s new scooter was originally going to be called the Fairy but,
thankfully, they dropped that idea. When launched at the Festival Halls
in London in March 1962 it was said to have caused a sensation. “No
gear, no clutch — goes at a touch” was its catchy slogan.
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Unfortunately, it retained the less user-friendly petrol tap, choke lever
and carb tickler of the Tigress. Five-inch drum brakes were fitted front
and rear within the eight-inch pressed steel wheels.

The massive pressed steel frame of the Triumph
Tina scooter

The frame was massive for a small scooter, with rear suspension taken
care of by a single Girling damper and spring unit, whilst at the front
there was a trailing arm with rubber suspension bushes.

Like the Tigress, it still had no storage space, but it could be fitted with
a legshield bag and panniers. The June 1962 edition of Pedal and Power
declared the Tina to be a delightful and efficient machine with little to
go wrong. How wrong they were...

Bert Hopwood said the Tina was released with virtually no prototype
testing. The Experimental Department couldn’t get hold of a machine
for thorough testing, the only working prototype had been nabbed by
the styling and catalogue department after negligible mileage —
meanwhile, the BSA Group had constructed a new building capable of
producing up to 1000 machines a week!

Mass production of the Tina scooter, in a purpose-
built new wing at Meriden. A near-disaster.

Bert Hopwood quickly ordered three new prototypes to be made so they
could at least get some testing before the release to a dealer convention
of a product which, he said, was brilliant in conception but would prove
to have left much to be desired in basic engineering. Neale Shilton, the
General Sales Manager, disputed Hopwood’s account and claimed a lot
of testing was done, mostly by Percy Tait. Shilton claimed to have
ridden a prototype himself for many miles with the only problem being
a whiskered plug.

Not loved by road testers as the usual route was from Meriden through
Banbury down to Bourton-on-the-Water and back again — a long run on
a small machine like that, especially as two of the three test riders were
big blokes. The smaller rider could crouch down on the running boards
behind the front panel for slip streaming but when one of the bigger
chaps tried it, he got down OK but got stuck and then started to get
cramp. Eventually he wobbled to a stop and promptly fell off into a
ditch.
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They were also prone to running backwards as one of the test riders
discovered. He stalled at a set of lights in Leamington Spa, and restarted
it with a quick prod of the kickstarter. When the lights changed, he
wound open the throttle for a quick getaway and whizzed backwards
straight into the front of a double-decker bus.

The scooter had a start and drive switch just below the handlebars on
the front frame panel. The idea was to put it in the start position, which
activated a governor to prevent the engine being revved high enough to
bring the automatic transmission into play. Once started, you switched
to drive, opened the throttle and off you went. Unfortunately, if you
stalled and forgot to switch back to “start”, the machine had a tendency
to fly off without you. A similar incident happened to none other than
Edward Turner himself when he decided to ride one during a press
photography session. He shrugged off the chap trying to give him
instructions and, presumably, didn’t put the switch into the start
position. He kicked it over with a typical motorcyclist’s handful of
throttle, and careered off down the narrow drive in his Saville Row suit.
The front wheel glanced the kerb, flicked the scooter to one side and ET
to the other, ditching him unceremoniously onto the grass and on to
hospital with a broken ankle. No-one dared risk even the faintest titter
and I’m pretty sure the photographers would have been under pain of
death not to publish any pictures they might have taken.

Almost immediately after release, Triumph dealers had to deal with
claims from frames bending, engines that were impossible to start and,
worst of all, transmissions that jammed solid. With no neutral gear, the
jammed machine could not be wheeled and had to be lifted bodily to be
moved off the road. The problem lay in balls that were supposed to roll
along an incline to open and close the variable pulley but slid rather than
rolled, so were the wrong shape to have used. Bert Hopwood was left
with the task of curing the ills by redesigning almost every major
component in the specification until they had a trouble-free scooter —
but too late as the volume scooter market had gone by then.

T10 AUTOMATIC SCOOTER

Not put off entirely by all the problems with the Tina, reintroduction of
the ingenious but flawed little scooter was authorised and the re-
engineered version was introduced in 1965 as the T10 Automatic.

A joint effort within the group, with the engine and transmission built
by BSA at Small Heath and the assembly at Meriden. The bodywork
was redesigned, gaining four inches in length and a longer dual seat. It
also gained some more chrome in the form of a headlight cover, leg
shield edging and a side grill on the bodywork. | remember well the first
time | saw one — it wasn’t until the early 80s in a car park at the former
Hatfield Polytechnic and it was the chrome silencer that really caught
my attention. | had to have one — and | eventually did.

The troublesome ball bearings in the transmission track were replaced
by wedges, with a generous surface area more suited to the sliding
motion required. The troublesome Wipac flywheel now featured an
external ignition coil, the bodywork was hinged so it could be lifted
clear of the machine’s workings, the left-hand side panel was made
detachable to allow access to the transmission, and the front brake was
moved to the left hand so the rider didn’t have to deal with the throttle
and brake with the same hand.

The problem with the start/drive switch was solved on the T10
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Automatic by placing a switch, in the form, of a plunger under the seat
so it could only be ridden off once the rider was seated. During testing
in the workshop, one scooter was on its stand, with the engine revving
to check the governor was working, when a colleague leaned across and
placed one hand on the seat. The bike flew off across the workshop and
knocked over another couple of bikes in the process. This wasn’t the
only time it caused embarrassment — the newly revised scooter was
being demonstrated at the industry’s Blackpool Spring Show and a
glamorous dolly bird was hired to show how simple it was to use. She
started the scooter, sat down on the seat, opened the throttle and...
nothing! The girl weighed only eight stones and that proved not to be
enough to depress the plunger which had been set to work at ten stones
— of course, it hadn’t been a problem for the heavier test riders.

The T10 included an improved CVT but, even then, it was found that
when the scooter was taken beyond its normal limit, as test riders were
of course prone to do, the drive belt could be forced out beyond the edge
of the pulley, flip over and lock the transmission. This happened to Jim
Lee at 50mph, locking the rear wheel solid. He managed to get it down
to about 20mph before parting company.

now...you can all get about...

sany ... eanler . . . EASIEST] Yes, tha
TRIUMPH AUTOMATIC s, without
doubt the aasiest 10 handie of ot
vebicles, power or padal, two whesls
o four. 18 has two cootrels only—e
Twinigrip acoelerarer and Seakes, I
Tou've been accustomed (o 8 clutch and
wrars roull be amazed o the seny
deiving technigwe rou aet with the
o0 clutch, ma-pears Triumph Aute-

watie--the all-purpass famdy vahisle.
Now In Bhees altarmative faishes—
Ry Amaranth, Pacific Bive and Ivery

2
2
(&}

Marketed as a form of transport that could be used by the whole family,
the T10 sold quite well for a while, up to 200 a week, but was
discontinued in 1970. The end of an ingenious product — Edward
Turner’s final stab at his quest for an everyman machine that it turned
out the British market didn’t really want at that time, apart it seems from
the group pictured below — but look at the number of twist and go
scooters on the road these days — makes you wonder...

AUTQMATIC Ti0
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T10 VARIANTS

Possibly with the intention of increasing sales and now they had a better
product to play with, Triumph experimented with three and four-
wheeled variants of the T10 scooter.

SR
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The three-wheeled truck version had a flexible joint between the scooter
and the load bed allowing it to be leaned normally, here being
demonstrated capably by motorcycling journalist Bob Currie. It is said
only about ten of these were made — one of which is in the Coventry
Museum of Transport and another was recently sold by Bonhams.

In Bonhams Auction
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The four-wheeled version was made by bolting two scooters together
side-by-side but with a single set of controls. It was said to have gone
quite well but just the one was made and spent its working life zooming
around Triumph’s Meriden site where it was known as “Double
Trouble”.

OTHERS I’'VE DELIBERATELY NOT INCLUDED

German Triumphs (TWN) — because they’re German, and there were
loads of different models.

Basic Easy Rider Moped

BEDS VMCC
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Rambler kids’ bike

Getofflo agoodsiart...

NVT Rambler Trail Bike

Norton Villiers Triumph Easy Rider mopeds, the Ranger kids’ bike and
Rambler trail bikes with a Yamaha DT 125 or 175 engines — because |
don’t consider them to have really been Triumph anymore.

Kerry joins the Thought Police

KERRY DELLAR

At the end of July, I bought one of the most interesting Vincents still
around, bought by the film company in 1955 for the film George Orwell
1984. | also luckily have the original log book showing the name
'‘Romulus Films'.
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They bought this bike new as, at that time, they were the considered the
most menacing and futuristic motorcycles available. The film was about
the Government taking over and controlling us, he must have seen it
coming! (careful, Kerry, we can’t allow politics in the newsletter)

; oy }:\&'1 3
Thought Police in action! Actually the Vincent Owner’s Club using brand

new Black Prince models for the first BBC production of €1984° in 1955.
[The Motor Cycle]

In the waning days of the Vincent Motorcycle Co, 1955 to be exact, the
producers of the film adaptation of George Orwell’s
classic ‘1984’ utilized the services of the Vincent Owner’s Club to
provide a chilling mobile Thought Police force, filming their nearly-new
Vincents in a bombed-out area behind Guildhall, London. The
photograph above is from the September 1, 1955 issue of The Motor
Cycle, which has a small feature on the motorcycles in the film.

More than a little menacing, and a terrific casting job for Thought Police
transport — the Vincent Black Prince. [Bonhams]

The Thought Police, keepers of order and maintaining correct speech,
thought, and behaviour: the ultimate PC brigade They rode the most
sinister and imposing motorcycle available; Vincent Black Knights or
Black Princes. One can’t tell the difference in the film, as the maker’s
identity has been removed, as was common before the days of ‘pay for
play’ product placement in the movies. Vincent’s new-for-1954 models
had full fiberglass enclosure and fairings, and in their all-black guise
from the factory certainly gave an impression of menace, which may
look ungainly now, but in the day, was certainly futuristic and slightly
unnerving.

VMCC 80" Anniversary Baton

BEDS VMCC

NEWS

From HQ:

This event will run through the spring, summer and autumn of
2026. This time each VMCC Area will have its own Baton, this should
allow all sections to participate, by flexing their calendar to include
“meet-up rides” to other section(s). The Area Reps will have or be
getting in touch through the summer to co-ordinate with the Section
Officers to plan the riding days. Please support this activity aimed at
bring sections together. Please note because of the 80th the Founders
Relay Rally (the one-day event) usually at the 1st Bank Holiday in May,
will not be held in 2026.

From Gary:

From what | can see on the section websites and Facebook groups, pretty
much every section in the Anglian Region meets with several of their
local sections during the year, so it would seem logical to plan a route
for the baton so that it can be handed over at one of these meetings. |
am happy to pick up the baton from the AGM and pass it on to Anglian
or Northants at our get together early in the year and it just needs us to
plan an order for the rest of the regional meets to hopefully fit the
existing intersection meets into a route for the baton.

An interesting freebie

BRENT SCHOLES, VMCC MEMBER FROM UP NORTH

"WALTER THE RALEIGH" - THE LOG-BOOK
AND ACCOUNT BOOK OF MID-1920S MOTOR
CYCLIST JACK WINCHESTER.

e ol
15t ol tgas Lo 21" igund 420

lane - | Y bhnckesleor:

The book is a free download, in the original handwritten form, on this
link:

Manchester and Lancashire Family History Society - Public Documents
If that doesn’t work, type this in:
https://mlfhs.uk/research/find-out-more/public-resources/public-
documents

Mr Scholes, a VMCC member for over 60 years, has sent this to VMCC
Section contacts in the hope that some parts, such as his detailed Scottish
and Welsh tours, might inspire members to follow in some of his tyre
tracks.

White Horse Scatter Rally

NICHOLAS KOTARSKI

FROM HQ & OUR AREA REP, GARY SLEEMAN

In the absence of any ACU National Road rise this year I've been
looking out for other rallies to take part in. | saw an advert for the White
Horse scatter rally in the VMCC Monthly magazine. Not having done
any long runs yet on my now commissioned on the VT500D, | thought
| would give it a go, having done a test run up to Peterborough Services
and back to make sure | could cope with long distances on the bike.

The event took place on Sunday 13th July 2025. This was also the date
of my 64th birthday, so the first question from my wife was "why do
you want to do this on your birthday and not enjoy some sort of party
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with the family?" Well, | can have the party with the family anytime,
but this date was fixed on the calendar.

Additional preparation | did to VT was to change its coolant as it hadn’t
been changed for some time and of course check the tyres and oil level.
With the weather having been extremely hot, and the lack of storage
space on the VT, | decided to dress for a hot day - so it was a pair of
sports shorts under my vented summer trousers and a long-sleeved
cotton shirt under my textile jacket, with the thermal lining removed. |
chose my black helmet which has a wider opening so | can see more of
the surrounding countryside as | ride along. In retrospect | should
probably have taken my white helmet to reflect some of the heat as |
couldn't really keep the visor open too much because of the amount of
bugs flying around.

Imagine my surprise when | walked out the house at 5:50am to find that
the temperature was about 13°C and not the predicted 18°C. It was a
very chilly ride all the way down to Swindon, via Oxford, with initially
low mist then low cloud and then fog. The sun was out shining fully by
the time | reached the Three Magpies public house, making it
uncomfortable to stand around in my jacket. At least a dozen riders had
come down and camped overnight and there were at least 40 bikes
already assembled of various makes including many off-road bikes, as
the course included numerous checkpoints along green lanes. Apologies
for the omission of the picture of the bikes then assembled.

Similar to the National Road Rallies, you were sent a list of all the
checkpoints available with postcode, map reference and, in this case,
what3words information. You had to plan a route to visit twelve
checkpoints or nine if you were on a veteran motorcycle. You would get
bonus points if you answered the question related to the check point
visited, and the bonus was bigger the further away it was from the start.
Of course | had planned to visit all the furthest points.

So, having checked-in, I received my route card for recording the places
visited and with the list of questions, | received a rally pin and sticker
and set off at 9.20am. My route went through Devizes to Malborough
and then in an arc in a clockwise direction and included a little off-road
through a forest and along a chalk lane to the north-west of Stonehenge.
I got back about 4pm, sweaty, then completed the riding skill test in
1min 2sec against a target of 1min. With around 100 riders | expect the
results will be sent out in due course. After scampi and chips and a
refreshing lager shandy, | started back home going back through
Devizes and Marlborough and heading up the A34 to Oxford and turned
right to Wendover and Tring to Dunstable. | did the return trip of 100
miles in one go. Back in time to watch England Lionesses win their
game.

I thoroughly recommend the rally. Actual rally distance is between 25
and 115 miles long and you have to decide if you want to go down the
day before or be mad like me and travel there and back on the same day,
covering around 300 miles. The scenery there is a lot of arable land with
quaint villages and old architecture towns. With so many old motorbikes
running around and apparently a similar old car meeting you would
think you were back in the 50s to 70s.

I was also quite pleased in the interest other riders took in the VT,
especially those who were unaware of some of its novel features.
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14 Aug
21 Aug
24 Aug
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2025

Noggin and a Natter
Mid-Week Run — from STMA, Shefford
Breakfast Meet and Summer Saunter — Travellers Rest, Tring

Road, Eddlesborough [Please note change of start location]

31 Aug
11 Sept
18 Sept
21 Sept
28 Sept
02 Oct
09 Oct
16 Oct
26 Oct
06 Nov
13 Nov
20 Nov
30 Nov
04 Dec
11 Dec
18 Dec

Breakfast Meet — Jordans Mill, Broom

Club Night — Brent, My Motorcycling Life
Mid-Week Run — from STMA, Shefford

Sand and Motorcycles

Breakfast Meet and Autumn Run — Shuttleworth
Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night - TBA

Mid-Week Lunch — Cross Keys, Pulloxhill
Breakfast Meet — Danish Camp, Willington
Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — AGM and Slide Show

Mid-Week Lunch — Nuyard Garden Centre, Westoning
Breakfast Meet — Shuttleworth

Winter Wanderings Run

Club Night — Auction and Christmas grub
Christmas Lunch — Toby Carvery, Goldington

The Scorcher’s Dream
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