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Polluting motorcyclist’s identity sought 
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EDITORIAL 
Gosh, it’s October – how did that happen? And two months since the 

last newsletter – whoops, I must try harder. Soon the clocks change and 

it’s already starting to get colder. For some, that signals the end of the 

riding season – and fair enough, why get uncomfortable if you don’t 

want to. As a section we will be continuing right through the winter so 

long as it’s safe to do so. Winter Wanderings will take place on the first 

Thursday of each month. No route sheets, just follow-my-leader or 2nd 

man drop-off if there’s a large turnout, as was the case with the first one 

in October. Eating seems to be the priority through the colder months, 

with lunch meets on the third Thursday and breakfast meets on the last 

Sunday of each month. Venues vary and are given in the calendar 

section at the end of each newsletter. I’m sure I don’t need to say that it 

really doesn’t matter how you get there – they’re all about getting out 

of the house/shed and socialising, not necessarily riding. 

 

Autumn seems to be auction season - loads of them: H&H, Iconic, 

Bonhams, Charterhouse, etc. It’s always interesting to browse the 

catalogues, then shed a few tears when you see how little our type of 

bikes now go far. Unless, of course, you’re looking to buy. How many 

times have you looked at the results and said: “I’d have bought it at that 

price!”? If I ever get the aircraft hanger I’ve dreamt of, I could fill it in 

an instance. Have you seen Pegasus, the Austin Seven-engined bike 

coming up in the H&H auction this month? I’d love that but I’ve no 

room. (there should be a picture later in this newsletter in the Stafford 

Show item).  

 

Many thanks to the contributors to this issue: Don & Will. Please submit 

your contributions to me on: 

bryan.marsh@btinternet.com and please, if possible, use Word with any 

photographs separate, not embedded in the text, to make it easier for me. 

Don’t worry about grammar or spelling, I can sort that out. 

 

Bryan 

Beds Section News 

Upcoming Events 
 

MIDWEEK LUNCH – CROSS KEYS PUBLIC HOUSE, 
PULLOXHILL, THURS 16TH OCTOBER, NOON 
First lunch meeting of the season – always an excellent menu available 

at the Cross Keys. No need to bring a bike – just come along. 

 

BREAKFAST MEET – DANISH CAMP, WILLINGTON, 
SUN 26TH OCTOBER, 10AM 
The monthly excuse for bacon and eggs – as if you really need one. 

 

WINTER WANDERING – STMA, THURS, 6TH 
NOVEMBER, 10.15 FOR 10.30AM 
Details dependent on the weather and how many people show up but the 

initial plan is for a follow-the-leader run of about 40-50 miles to 

somewhere that serves hot food, with a tea/coffee stop part way. 

 

CLUB NIGHT – AGM & SLIDE SHOW, STMA, THURS, 
13TH NOVEMBER, 7.30 FOR 8.00PM 
Your annual opportunity for a bloodless coup to seize control away from 

the existing committee – or just vote us back in for yet another year. 

 

MIDWEEK LUNCH – NUYARD GARDEN CENTRE, 
WESTONING, THURS 2OTH NOVEMBER, NOON 
Don’t forget to check out the special board for a bit of variety. 

 

BREAKFAST MEET – RUNWAY CAFÉ, 
SHUTTLEWORTH, SUN 30TH NOVEMBER, 10AM 
Whilst here why not take a tour of the newly rearranged hangars to 

help the bacon and eggs (vegetarian option also available). 

 

Other events of possible interest 
ADALHS - MILLBROOK PROVING GROUND, MON 
3RD NOVEMBER 2025, FLITWICK LIBRARY, MK45 
1QJ, 7.45PM - £5 ON THE DOOR 
From personal knowledge and Vauxhall material, David Blair will give 

a presentation about the construction, use and development of Millbrook 

Proving Ground and the history of Vauxhall Bedford Vehicle Testing. 

 
CHILTERN SECTION – TALK BY JOHN BOTTOMLEY  
ON MOTORCYCLE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 1947-
2005, WHITE HILL CENTRE, CHESHAM, HP5 1AG, 
WEDS 5TH NOVEMBER, 8PM - £3 ON THE DOOR 
John Bottomley talks about the development of Ducati MotoGP 

motorcycles from the OHC Desmo singles of the 5os and 60s to the V4s 

of the 2000s. 

 

Event Reports 
AUGUST MIDWEEK RUN 

Don writes: 

Cooler, but dry conditions were very welcome for the August midweek 

run. We had a good mix of British and Japanese bikes assembled at the 

start, but as it is school holiday time, the toddlers group which meets at 

the Memorial Hall was not in session so the loos in the hall were not 

available. To avoid unnecessary strain on bladders a prompt start was 

made, but it was only about 5 miles into the run that the road was closed 

leading into Dunton. However, the eleven riders dutifully followed the 

leader on a hastily thought-up alternative route through Ashwell. Little 

did they know that the leader wasn’t entirely sure where the diversion 

would end up, but fortunately it intersected with the planned route and 

probably cut a mile or two off the total distance. On into Cambridgeshire 

and there were two junctions where we had to cross major roads. Not to 

worry, traffic was fairly light and the A10 and A505 were negotiated 

without any problems. The coffee stop (and loo) was at the Mixing Shed 

Café near Elmdon on the border with Essex. Free entertainment was 

provided there by a Mini driver trying to negotiate a way out of the 

parking area. Despite several bikes being moved to give the driver more 

room to manoeuvre he was daunted by the reversing sensors shouting at 

him and it was finally with the help of a couple of our riders that he 

managed to extricate himself. 

 

After the coffee stop the route led us along the ridge which gives great 

views out towards Royston – one of my favourite roads. Past the Silver 

Ball café and down the A10 we took the little lane through Throcking , 

then passing through Cottered, Cromer and Weston to end up at the 

Highwayman at Graveley. 

 

SUMMER SAUNTER 

It’s not often we get someone new volunteering to lead one of our 

weekend runs so we were only too keen to hand the reins to Nick 

Kotarski. After a little initial confusion over the start point – initially 

because I had forgotten to tell Nick where we had put in the calendar. 

 

 

The Traveller’s Rest – perhaps not quite the right name for a start point 

 

mailto:bryan.marsh@btinternet.com
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Nick initially chose the excellent London Gliding Club for the combined 

Breakfast Meet and starting point but, rather inconsiderately, they had 

some anniversary event that weekend and couldn’t cope with us at the 

same time. So it was moved a little further out of Dunstable to the 

Travellers Rest on the outskirts of Eddlesborough – a first for us but an 

excellent venue with lots of parking and a sumptuous breakfast menu. 

 

Nick’s route took the seventeen riders, on their wonderful range of 

machines encompassing the spirit of the VMCC, on a variety of road 

types to the Musgrave Arms in Shillington for mid-run refreshments. 

 

 

The travellers take a rest at the Musgrave Arms, Shillington for coffee 

From there we heading on by a circuitous route to our final destination 

at the Runway Café in the Shuttleworth Collection. An excellent 

inaugural run – excellent venues, route and good, clear route sheets. 

Thanks Nick, you’ve got the job! 

 

 

Travellers resting again – this time at the Shuttleworth final destination 

SEPTEMBER MIDWEEK RUN 

Don writes: 

Maybe it was because it was a dull but dry day after a period of heavy 

rain showers, or perhaps because it was the last midweek run before the 

Winter Wanderings begin, but for whatever the reason, 17 bikes turned 

up at Shefford for the start of the September run. Martin’s pre-war 

cammy Velo was the oldest bike with a couple of modern bikes helping 

to make up the numbers of VMCC-eligible bikes. 

 

 
 

Despite a shortage of route sheets, the assembled company set off 

confidently with those without a route sheet relying on those who had. 

One bike was reluctant to start, possibly due to the carb flooding, but 

soon caught up with the pack. 

 

The route took us out via Ireland and Wilstead, though Houghton 

Conquest and Wootton into the wilds of north Bedfordshire. The roads 

got narrower and the surfaces more atrocious through Stagsden and 

Stevington but there was relief from the hammering that the suspension 

had been getting once we stopped for coffee at the Emmaus village just 

outside Carlton. The service there ensured that the stop was leisurely, 

which is a polite way of saying – slow! 

 

Refreshed and relieved, most people set off following the route sheet, 

while one or two appeared to be planning their own run by turning right 

instead of left out of the access lane leading from Emmaus.  Passing 

through Turvey and then in slow traffic through Olney we entered 

Weston Underwood through a rather grand portal and then dived into a 

lane leading to Ravenstone and an even narrower lane which took us to 

Stoke Goldington where Bryan tried to enliven a rather uneventful run 

(in other words - no road closures) by breaking the clutch cable on his 

Triumph. He rather spoilt the drama of the occasion by having a spare 

cable ready to connect up after waving past those who were following 

him. So the rest of us carried on through Hanslope, Castlethorpe and 

Yardly Gobion to the Super Sausage where all strays and Bryan were 

re-united. The forecast zero percentage chance of rain was given the lie 

by a light shower for a couple of miles approaching the lunch stop, but 

otherwise a very pleasant conclusion. 

 

 

At the Super Sausage, clutch cable renewed on the Tiger 
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AUTUMN RUN 

No formal report but it was an excellent route sheet run organised by 

Nige. Starting and finishing at the Runway Café, Shuttleworth gave the 

opportunity to just opt for breakfast for those who didn’t fancy the run 

itself. 

 

An excellent route took the ten riders out through Cranfield and Turvey 

to the coffee and cake stop at the Milton Earnest Garden Centre. Then 

the second half headed through Thurleigh and Wilden to a traffic jam at 

the Great Barford bridge. A quick scoot down the outside of the queue 

to the lights where the obstruction seemed to have just been cleared, and 

on through Willington to the finish at Shuttleworth. Another excellent 

run, thanks Nige, you keep your job. 

 

 

It’s that green Triumph again, hogging the limelight 

OCTOBER WINTER WANDERING 

Just a few days after the Autumn Run, barely time for the bikes to cool 

down, it was my turn to think up a route for the first Winter Wandering 

of the cooler months. As October is barely into Autumn, let alone 

Winter, it’s reasonable to expect a good turn out – and that’s what we 

got. So many that the follow-my-leader format could almost be 

guaranteed to end in disaster, especially as the main road through Great 

Gransden with a diversion in place. So we adopted the second-man drop 

off, aka Dispatch Rider system, used by most other sections, and it 

seemed to work OK, albeit thanks to Norm who, as tail-end Charlie, 

managed to hold it together when not everyone did what they were 

supposed to – tut, tut but probably my inadequate briefing. Must work 

on that as I think we will be using that system more and more in the 

future. 

 

 

Coffee stop parking in the overflow car park at the ever busy Waresley 
Garden Centre 

Heading out from the Shefford Memorial Hall we took the usual route 

to cross the A1 and head east towards Ashwell before heading north and 

diverting down the wonderful Love Lane (formerly Loves Lane, as the 

sign says. Why the change?), Common Lane and Northfield Road to 

rejoin the main road at Eyeworth. On into Cambridgeshire, passing 

through the Hatleys and straight past the turning I wanted for The 

Gransdens! Must concentrate. A quick U-turn and on to the Waresley 

Garden Centre for cake and coffee. 

 

Suitably refreshed and back on the bikes, we headed through Abbotsley 

and towards St Neots but diverting back to Everton and towards the 

level crossing at Tempsford. For once, the railway gods were in a good 

mood, and we all sailed through with the barriers lifted. Deeply relieved 

at having avoided having to wait for an eternity as train after train passed 

through, we carried on through Blenham and Moggerhanger to the 

wonderful Dairy Café in Thorncote Green, our final destination. 

 

 

Journey’s end at the Dairy Café, Thorncote Green 

The Page 4 girl 
 

 

Going Astern 
WILL CURRY 

The more observant of you may have already noticed that the Jawa outfit 

outside my front door has gone and been replaced with another, larger 

outfit. The new recruit is Chinese, a Chang Jiang 750 boxer dating from 

1957. 

 

 

It's not a Ural, it's a Chang Jiang 
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These were developed from the Russian military sidecar outfits which 

in turn evolved into the modern Urals of eyewatering price. These 

Russian military sidecars were developed from the WW2 German 

BMW sidecars. Somewhere in its development the Chinese version 

seems to have lost the sidecar wheel drive, possibly for ease of mass 

production - BSA eat your heart out, there are reputedly 'millions' of 

CJs. 

 

I don't have any history before it arrived in the UK in 2007, but a bit of 

research suggests that, in all likelihood, it would have been used by the 

Chinese Army who would have fully updated it to the latest 

specification each time it was given a major overhaul. This means a 

four-speed gearbox with reverse, an OHV engine with electric start and 

a 12 volt, 300 watt alternator rather than the original three-speed 'box, 

SV engine with kick start only and a feeble 6v dynamo. 

 

It has a UK-legal left-hand sidecar which seems to have been converted 

from the original and non-UK legal right hand sidecar by stripping the 

body, mudguard and suspension mountings off, turning the chassis over 

and bolting everything back on again. 

 

It's taken some work to sort out the seating. When I first saw it I knew 

that would be needed. When I sat on it the original seat was so low and 

far forward I couldn't get my feet far enough back to reach the gear 

change and back brake. My feet did however rest nicely on the 

cylinders, great for the first mile or so on a frosty morning but not so 

clever thereafter. 

 

 

…and in English 

Given its origins a handbook was essential - it is really rather un-Ariel 

like - and the InterNetWeb soon provided. It took a little longer to find 

an English version. It's from this translation I found much useful 

information and, unexpectedly, a few chuckles. Whoever translated it 

was not a native English speaker but has obviously had plenty of contact 

with the English. 

 

There's occasionally advice in handbooks as to how to dress 

appropriately. A favourite of mine is the early postwar Vincent Twin 

handbooks which suggest the use of a bicycle clip, normally used on a 

pedal cycle to keep trousers out of the chain, on the kickstart leg, the 

better to keep the kickstart from going up the trouser leg and causing a 

loss of balance. In the Chang Jiang manual it recommends always 

wearing boots, even on the hottest of days as the heat coming from the 

cylinders and possibly hot oil too will burn the unprotected feet. 

 

 

Explaining the mysteries of going backwards 

 

The section of particular interest to me and the source of a couple of 

chuckles was the section on using the reverse gear. Straight away the 

first smile has to be the title: 'Astern driving'. Sounds so much more 

fun than plain reversing. 

 

The other nice translation appears in the paragraph on how to use the 

foot pedal to select either forward or astern: 

 

Can you see what makes me chuckle here? 

Kop Hill Climb 
BRYAN MARSH 

I really enjoyed my first year at the event last year so I put an entry in 

again for this year and, luckily, got accepted – they can be a bit funny, 

rejecting a lot of entries to try and keep as wide a variety of machines, 

bikes and cars, as possible. I took the Silk again and donned my best 

70s-style gear complete, of course, with seaboot socks. 

 

 

It doesn’t normally smoke that much (honest, guv) but it spends a long 
time ticking over whilst queuing – should have switched it off, I suppose. 

Some of the bikes in the paddock that caught my eye: 
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Weird, very expensive V-twin 2-stroke Langan thingey 
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It’s the 100th anniversary of the Brough Superior SS100 and this is one 
of the first – imagine that, certified to do 100mph in 1925! 

 

It says “Vickers Enfield” on the tank but you’ll have to work that out for 
yourself – note the white silk scarf. 

 

This sold for £103,500 at the Stafford auction last Sunday! 

Shuttleworth Race Day 
BRYAN MARSH 

Race Day is an annual event where selected cars and bikes get a chance 

to take part in a untimed, non-competitive sprint down the bumpy grass 

runway at Shuttleworth. To be honest, something I’d never particularly 

fancied doing but, as Shuttleworth volunteers, we’re more or less 

obliged to act as marshalls, resplendent in our white overalls – and that’s 

the way I’d planned it. But then the Vehicles Manager kindly informed 

me that I was going to take part on my reasonably recently acquired 

1939 Brough Superior SS80. Oh well, what the heck, let’s give it a go. 

 

Exhilarating and more than a little scary is how I would describe it. 

Girder forks, rigid frame and bouncy saddle make for an exciting time 

– 50.5mph, according to my GPS speedo, never felt so fast. Any faster 

and I think I would actually have taken off! To the credit of the bike, it 

held it’s line really well and nothing fell off and according to one of the 

other marshalls, it was the quietest bike there – certainly compared to 

the Manx Nortons and Ajay 7Rs running on open megas. 

 

 

Here I go, heading for the runway…       [Photo courtesy of Ken German] 

Classic Mechanics Show 
 

 

Lovely little 1933 149cc Francis Barnett Lapwing 

 

1973 Honda CB175K6 – just like the one I had at 17 
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German two-stroke Triumph 

 

BSA Tracker 175 

 

American Eagle 350cc Cheeta 

 

 

Unrestored 1959 Yamaha YDS1 250cc – their first sports twin 

 

1964 Yamaha YDS2 250cc 

 

1964 Yamaha YDS3 250cc 
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Unique Austin Seven-engined Pegasus 

 

Unique 1952 Bailey Rudge 1000cc Special – yours for a cool £44,000 

 

Every year there’s another immaculately restored rare Suzuki from Heidi 
Cockerton – 1963 50cc M15, one of the first 200 bikes imported 

 

 

Unique Commando-framed Norvin Rapide 

 

1971 Moto Guzzi 49cc Dingo Cross 

 

1938 172cc first generation CZ – high quality machine intended for 
courier work 
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary – 2025 

 

06 Nov  Winter Wanderings Run 

13 Nov  Club Night – AGM and Slide Show 

20 Nov Mid-Week Lunch – Nuyard Garden 

Centre, Westoning 

30 Nov  Breakfast Meet – Shuttleworth 

04 Dec  Winter Wanderings Run 

11 Dec  Club Night – Auction and Christmas grub 

18 Dec Christmas Lunch – Toby Carvery, 

Goldington 

 

 
 


