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EDITORIAL

Back by popular demand — the newsletter returns. Actually, it
never really went away — just took a little break. Meanwhile,
I’ve been collecting a lot of content — too much for one issue
but you don’t want to hear from just me and Will so, once
again, [ make an appeal for articles, photos, notices, adverts —
almost anything related to old motorcycles that might be of
interest to our readers.

Many thanks to the contributors to this issue: Brent, David,
Don, Martin (Luker), Martin (Rust), Norm, Nick, Phil, Sam
& Will.

Please submit your contributions to me on:
bryan.marsh@btinternet.com and please, if possible, use
Word with any photographs separate, not embedded in the
text, to make it easier for me. Don’t worry about grammar or
spelling, I can sort that out.

Bryan

Beds Section News

Upcoming Events

MIDWEEK BATON RUN - STMA, THURS 18™ JUNE,
10.15 FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE

If we leave bang on time, we should be able to get to the
Silver Ball café Silver Ball Cafe on the A10 at Reed, near

Royston for noon to collect the 80th Anniversary Baton from
the East Herts Section.

Unfortunately, this doesn’t leave time for a coffee stop en
route — but I’'m sure we will survive. Everyone is welcome
to come directly to the café to enjoy the excitement if they
don’t fancy the run itself.

BATON RUN - STMA, SUNDAY 215T JUNE, 10.15
FOR 10.30AM DEPARTURE

We only have the Baton for a few days as on Sunday 21* there
is a special run to deliver it to the Northants Section at the
Dunstable Downs Visitor Centre. This will be a short run of
only about one hour and 25 miles, using the drop-off system
- 10.15 for 10.30am departure from the Memorial Hall. We
aim to be at the Downs for about 11.30am which is a bit early
for lunch, so there will be the opportunity to extend the run to
somewhere like the Hill Farm Cafe at Ashridge or the Steam
and Classic Rally at Marsworth.

As above, everyone is welcome to join us at the Visitor Centre
if they don’t fancy coming on the run itself.

BREAKFAST MEET - JORDANS MILL, BROOM, SUN
28™ JUNE, 10AM
Need I say more? Hopefully not, as I’'m not going to.

CAR PARK CONCOURS, STMA, THURS 9™ JULY,
FROM 7.30PM

Plenty of time to stock up on Solvol and Autoglym to groom
your steed to visual perfection. Let’s hope for good weather
and space in the car park to display the bikes properly —
hopefully we can park the bikes on the grass if needs be.

Other events of possible interest

STEVENAGE & DISTRICT MOTORCYCLE CLUB,
PRESIDENTS MEMORIAL RUN, PLUME OF
FEATHERS, LITTLE WYMONDLEY, SUNDAY JULY
12™ 11AM

Previously known as the George Brown Run, this is an
excellent day out that I can personally recommend. Entries
cost £12, which includes lunch and refreshments at the start
and finish, can be made on the day. Any bike up to the end
of 2006 is eligible.

HITCHIN PRIORY ROTARY CLUB CLASSIC CAR
AND MOTORCYCLE SHOW GT. OFFLEY, FRIDAY
24™ JULY, FROM 3PM

David Sparkes writes:

Our Rotary Club is holding our usual show, details as above.
It will be at the recreation ground, which is just behind the
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Church. We will also provide signs from Hitchin and
adjoining villages.

As usual the proceeds will go to local charities. There will be
stalls selling food and drink in addition to the bars, plus the
chance to win at tombola, or even with a raffle ticket! Entry
£10 by car or £5 by motorcycle

Event Reports

MARCH QUIZ NIGHT

Brent presents the imaginary trophy to the winning team of RRMC (Ray,
Roly, Martin & Colin) with quizmaster Will in the background

APRIL CLUB NIGHT — BONHAMS AUCTIONEERS

-
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Martin Hecksner in full flow, spilling all the secrets of
Bonhams motorcycle auctions

BEDS VMCC

SPRING RUN

This annual Bedfordshire VMCC run is supposed to celebrate
the start of the new riding season, and it lived up to its role
being enjoyed in a day of glorious sunshine. And, sure
enough, the beautiful blue skies tempted out a good number
of riders to start the morning in Jordan’s Mill Cafe. Around a
dozen riders signed on, and Norm held a quick briefing on
what to expect and options for enjoying an early lunch, with
maybe a sit outside at the final destination to enjoy a drink.

Tulip diagram route sheets were handed out and the riders set
offin three groups, an idea to avoid one big ‘sausage’ of riders
in a large follow-the-leader. Perhaps four or five did follow
the route sheets all the way.

We had all set off by 10:30 but, within a few minutes, the pair
of Matchless machines were retracing their steps as a pair of
prescription sunglasses had been left on a mudguard but a
rider who didn’t quickly appreciate his blurred vision. The
sunglasses were soon found in the middle of the road
undamaged by the several vehicles that had passed the same
way.

The route went north through Southill, Old Warden,
Blunham, Gt Barford, Little Staughton, Lower Dean, Riseley,
and finally to Milton Ernest to stop at the Garden Centre cafe
after 35 miles. The cafe was a welcome coffee and snack
opportunity, and not at all busy.
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The second half saw the group ride north through Sharnbrook,
Wymington, past Santa Pod, Turvey, Newton Blossomville,
Cranfield, Wotton and to the Maypole Farm Carvery just at
the edge of Kempson and nest to the A421. And here the route
caused confusion for a few, or perhaps route sheet brains
reached their personal limits, as riders and motorcycles took
random exits from roundabouts and failed to find their way
behind the Premier Inn, the biggest labelled object for several
miles around. Fortunately, with five minutes, all had reached
the finish and enjoyed sitting in the sun with a beer.

Just one motorcycle did not make it all the way: the rider with
the sunglasses accident found his Norton engined Matchless
suddenly running on one cylinder only, and with a big loss of
compression. Favourite diagnosis was for a stuck valve as
there was a slight ticking and no other calamity to prevent it
struggling on the one cylinder. He called his favourite
breakdown service, wife and the van.

BEDS VMCC
NEWS

l-\,\\

Zer 1T -

Norm was thanked for a good outing and enjoyable route on
a day when many other motorcycles were out and about.

RAKM RUN

A written report will appear in a later issue but here are some
pictures that capture the essence of this popular event for
girder-forked bikes and some later small capacity machines.
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MIDWEEK RUNS

Good weather has ensured good turnouts and highly enjoyable runs
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The Page 7 Girl

An evolutionary dead-end?

WILL CURRY

Although it might look like it, this article wasn't prompted by
Bryan's Newsletter article in Issue 90.

I started wandering off down this motorcycling rabbit-hole
some years ago. Ever noticed how many similarities there are
between Ariel singles, pre-war Triumph singles and post-war
pre-unit BSA singles? This is no coincidence as they are all
the work of Val Page.

BEDS VMCC

Val Page's Triumph twin - Model 6/1

When he moved to Triumph not only did Val Page create a
range of singles, he also created a twin - the 6/1, the subject
of Bryan's Issue 90 article. This twin pre-dated Turner's Speed
Twin by several years and appeared to be aimed at the sidecar
market although both solo and sidecar gearing was available.

That the 6/1 was an effective sidecar tug was demonstrated by
Harry Perry, Triumph's sales manager, entering a Triumph 6/1
attached to a Triumph Gloria sidecar in the 1933 International
Six Days Trial. Time lost repairing a front tyre cost him a gold
medal; Perry returned to England with a silver medal in the
sidecar class.

The combination was then taken to Brooklands and, under the
supervision of the ACU, was ridden 500 miles in 498
minutes.[8] This was sufficient to win for Triumph the 1933
Maudes Trophy.

Rumour had it that Val Page's twin caused Edward Turner
some annoyance as he felt that the twin concept was his. This
all started with the Square Four engine Turner had convinced
Ariel's "Young Mr. Sangster" to take up when other
manufacturers had turned it down flat. It was well known that
coupling two cranks running in aluminium crankcases with
steel gears was at best noisy once the engine warmed up, this
being due to the differing coefficients of thermal expansion.
Turner managed to convince Sangster that Turner's special
form of gear tooth would stop that cacophony. This special
gear tooth form, actually a helical form, didn't stop the noise
but it was expensive and generated side thrust that caused
problems. Only the first batch of production engines had this
helical form. All the rest, right up until the very last in 1959
had straight gears and a note in the Owner's Guide about the
noise.
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If yom hear a slight metallic knock when the engine’
is pulling at low revs."especially with the engine hot, it
15 almost certainly due to-the slight initial clearance
allowed between the tecth of the crankshaft coupling
gears.

The knock arises from the alternations of power
impulies on each crankshaft. This noise 15 perfectly
harmless and can be 1gnored. If, however, you wish to
eliminate, retard the ignition somewhat andfor drop
to a lovwer gear,

From the Square Four Owner's Guide

Once the Four was in hand, Ariel experimented with twins
based on half a Four, hence Turner's feeling of having
proprietary rights on the layout.

There were some novel features to Val Page's twin engine,
some perhaps to make it more suitable for sidecar use.

With a sidecar, getting to the primary drive and clutch can be
something of a challenge with leaning over the petrol tank not
the most comfortable motorcycling activity. The primary
drive was by helical gears and to avoid the problem with
unwanted side trust the fears were double-helical. The use of
a gear primary drive meant that the gearbox could be bolted
to the back of the crankcase making for a more rigid assembly
than the usual sets of plates. It also meant that the engine had
to run 'backwards', that is in the opposite direction to the
wheels.

The double-helical primary drive

Another feature perhaps to help access was the engine being
offset to the right in the frame. With a sidecar attached this
will make no difference to the handling but solo and
especially with the engine running backwards I can't help but
feel things might seem more than a little strange.

Apart from running backwards the only other thing about the
engine about the engine that was perhaps unusual at the time
was the use of shell bearings for the big ends with the flywheel

BEDS VMCC
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in the primary drive and the lubrication system. Otherwise,
the engine had a single camshaft positioned at the rear of the
crankcase and driven by gear from the crankshatft.

The engine oil was held in a tank cast integral with the
crankcase with a single plunger pump pressurising the system
to a nominal 35psi rather than pumping the oil direct to the
bottom end. Was this intended to give a more even flow of oil
to the shell bearing big ends? Later twins that Val Page had a
hand in all had gear pumps.

Whatever technical advances there were in the 6/1 it can't be
said to be a commercial success. However, maybe it wasn't
completely a lost cause. A decade after its introduction and in
the middle of WW2 BSA were thinking about a twin to
compete with Triumph's Speed Twin. On the project were Val
Page, Bert Hopwood and Herbert Perkins. The outcome was
the original long-stroke A7 500cc parallel twin - the 'Perkins'
engine with its gearbox bolted to the back of the engine, gear-
driven single camshaft at the rear of the engine and shell big
ends. True, there's no helical primary drive, flywheel in the
primary drive or plunger oil pump - it uses a gear pump - but
to me at least, there's more than coincidence or convergent
evolution at play here.

The Perkins A7 engine. Can you see its 6/1 heritage?

As something of a postscript. Bert Hopwood had a hand in
developing the A10 from the original long-stroke A7 and
later, developed the Model 7 for Norton complete with single
camshaft but this time at the front of the engine.
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At Shuttleworth

The ex-John Waghorn (late archivist of the Sunbeam Motor
Cycle Club) 1924 AJS 2%hp Sports Model B5 has recently
joined the vehicle collection at Shuttleworth. It has taken up
residence in Hanger One as part of the collection with
connections to the Shuttleworth family. The AJS can’t claim
a direct connection but it is known that Richard Shuttleworth
once owned a 2¥%hp AJS but not which actual model he had.

As well as being on permanent display, the Ajay will be
ridden in the vehicle parades at the airshows through the
summer. [ have had that privilege at the Premier Airshow and
Wings and Wheels. It is a very light bike and easy to start —
an ideal introduction to hand-change, lever throttle bikes and
it is hoped that more of the Shuttleworth volunteers will learn
how to ride it.

|
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A Narrow Escape?

PHIL BUTCHER

Looking back through my late father’s VMCC journals, I
noticed this in the section notes from 1984. I can’t remember
it at all, and I’m not sure which definition of wind up they
were referring to! I wondered initially whether it was April
the first! But it didn’t sound too good. Fortunately, with the
committee volunteers’ hard work, it has continued and grown.

JRNALOF .
AV

ﬁZ’d«a

; BEDFORD SECTION—Most
will be held in the centre bar
have not visited us before, the
Henlqw Camp, Lower Sta
we wind up the Section”,

1784 .

Fei;m%tzsr A.G..M%wgﬁ*'m. .

Paterson, Snr.. Secretary amd Tian Dilaw T
In case you can’t read the small type, it says:
“Most important! Thurs, 10® June AGM...The main point of
discussion will be “How shall we wind up the Section”. Don’t
miss your opportunity to object”

Stop Press

As I was writing this newsletter this afternoon, the doorbell
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rang - my latest purchase had arrived from Verralls in Sussex.
It’s a 1937 Triumph 6S, a 600cc side-valve single intended
mainly for sidecar use. This one, however, has been a solo all
its life.

The first owner, Charles Roe of Fleet, Hampshire had the
Kodak contract for film developing in the area and used the
bike to provide a delivery service to and from local shops. It
was laid up during the war and again in 1947. The second
owner bought it for £50 in February 1949 with 4007 miles on
the clock. He rode it until the end of 1954 when it was laid up
again, now showing 25,609 miles. And there it sat, well cared
for and occasionally being started, pretty much until now. Re-
commissioned, it has gained just another 87 miles — rest
assured that’s about to change.

Norton Factory Visit

Through the National Motorcycle Museum Friends’ scheme,
I had the chance to visit the “new” Norton Factory in Solihull.
It’s the same one that hosted the recent chequered history of
the famous marque but now wiping that particular slate clean.

Our visit was before production of the new range of bikes had
started, so was restricted to the production facilities and
processes. My impression was that they have gone to great
lengths to ensure quality at every one of the eleven or so
stations. The aim is to eventually produce about 30,000 bikes
a year with all but the engines built in this factory. The
engines, V4 and parallel twins, will be produced at the parent
TVS company’s massive factory in India. Apparently, that
plant can produce those 30,000 engines in one shift.

P
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The relatively small scale production means the work will be
done manually rather than by a sea of robots. But they are
equipped with state-of-art tools such as torque wrenches that
know which bolt is being tightened, to what torque and by
whom. There is feedback at every stage so that everything is
traceable and a bike under construction can’t move to the next
station unless everything has been done correctly.

What was very clear is that they are intent on “moving on”
from the mistakes of the previous recent manifestations of the
brand. There will be no new Commando. Hopefully the
naysayers will be proved wrong.

Some of the historic Nortons in the factory foyer.
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VMCC Bedfordshire Section Diary — 2026

Midweek Run - collect Baton from E Herts Section at Silver Ball

Café — depart STMA 10.30am

21 June

Baton Run - deliver to Northants Section at Dunstable Downs

Visitor Centre — depart STMA 10.30am

28 June
9 July
16 July
26 July
26 July
13 Aug
20 Aug
23 Aug
30 Aug
10 Sept
17 Sept
27 Sept
I Oct

8 Oct
15 Oct
25 Oct
5 Nov
12 Nov
19 Nov
29 Nov
3 Dec
10 Dec
17 Dec
27 Dec

Breakfast Meet — Jordans Mill, Broom 10am

Club Night — Car Park Concours, STMA 7.30pm
Midweek Run — STMA 10.30am

Breakfast Meet — Runway Café, Shuttleworth 10am
Albert Brown Run — The Crown, Little Staunton (pre-entry)
Club Night — Noggin and Natter 7.30 for 8pm
Midweek Run — STMA 10.15 for 10.30am

Summer Run — start location TBA

Breakfast Meet — Equestrian Centre, Keysoe

Club Night — Talk on Dan Albone, local inventor
Midweek Run — STMA

Autumn Run & Breakfast Meet — location TBA
Winter Wandering — Shuttleworth start

Club Night — Talk on the ISDT

Midweek Lunch — Musgrave Arms, Shillington
Breakfast Meet — Danish Camp, Willington

Winter Wandering — Shuttleworth start

Midweek Lunch — Nuyard Garden Centre, Westoning
Club Night — AGM and Photo Review of Year
Breakfast Meet — Jordans Mill, Broom

Winter Wandering — Shuttleworth start

Club Night — Charity Auction and Xmas Grub
Midweek Lunch — Toby Carvery, Goldington
Breakfast Meet - TBA
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